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Introduction

Discuss the following questions.  Allow everyone the opportunity to share their thoughts. 
How did it all come to be?

Where did we come from?

Is this world here by chance or design?

Is there something or someone behind it all?

If there is such a being (God), what is He like?

Does he have a purpose for this world?  

Does he have a purpose for me in this world?  

Does he have a purpose for me beyond this world? 

Do you think that people are looking for answers to these questions?

How do these questions and their answers affect our lives?
Overview Of The Hope


Judson Poling has summarized the message of the Bible in the following manner.  He says, 

“God made us.

We blew it.

Christ paid it.

We must receive Him.”


That is a simple but effective way to summarize the main teaching of the Bible.  The Bible is God’s story.  It is His autobiography, His love letter to us, His history of the world, and His blueprint for how to live life.  God as revealed in Christ is the main character, and the main message is Christ coming to redeem sinful and fallen humanity.  It is what W. A. Criswell called the “scarlet thread of redemption through the Bible.”


As we view and study the Hope, we are going to trace that thread and learn how to respond to God by faith as flawed men and women of the Bible such as Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Mary, and the disciples did.  We will see that the story of the Bible is the story of Jesus which is the story of the grace of God, which can become our personal story.

We will begin by seeing that the Bible is God’s absolutely true story that is foundational to Christianity.  We will see that God is the main character of the Bible and learn about who He really is.  We will see that God created that world and everything in it (including us) for His own purpose.  However, Adam and Eve, the first man and woman, listened to Satan (a fallen angel) and made the choice to disobey God so the deadly disease of sin entered into the world.  However, God’s plan even before He created the world was to send His Son to be the Deliverer.  We will trace God’s plan to send the Deliverer from the Garden of Eden, through the flood, through the lineage of Abraham, and through the calling and deliverance of the Hebrew people.

We will then enter the New Testament and examine the miraculous birth, life, and ministry of the Deliver, the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  We will see Christ’s rejection, betrayal, and the final few hours of His life that lead to His brutal death as the substitute for our sins.  However, His death is not final because it actually culminates in His glorious resurrection, ascension, the sending of His Spirit, and the founding of His Church.  We have hope because of the fulfillment of God’s plan through Christ.  Let’s learn more about that plan so we can walk by faith and grow in the grace of Jesus Christ.
INTRODUCTION

THE BIBLE:  GOD’S VOICE RECORDED IN A BOOK FOR ALL TIME
The Bible:  God’s Voice Recorded in a Book

Introduction:  True Christians believe that the Bible is the Word of God.  It is His revelation to us of His person and plan.  Martin Luther said, “When the Scripture speaks, God speaks.”  Thus, it is foundational to everything else that we believe.  In a sense, it is God’s voice recorded in a book.  Therefore, we will begin this study by examining the Bible in the following areas:
1.  The Foundation of the Word of God
2.  How Our Bible Came To Us

3.  An Overview of the Bible

4.  Is The Bible Believable?

“The Foundation Of The Word Of God”

2 Timothy 3:10-4:5

Introduction:  Christians talk a lot about believing the Bible is very important.  We call it the Word of God.  We use words like inerrant and infallible to describe it.  Why do we say these things?  In this section, we are going to attempt to answer three crucial questions.  They are:  What is the nature of the Bible?  What is the purpose of the Bible?  How does this apply to believers and to the church?

I)  The Nature of the Bible – It is the inspired Word of God.  2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.”

1) Meaning Of Inspiration – All Scripture (not part of it) is God-breathed (which is the literal meaning of inspiration).

2) Process of Inspiration – The Holy Spirit led the writers (2 Peter 1:16-21).

3) Extent of Inspiration – To the very words (Matthew 5:18, 1 Corinthians 2:13)

4) Result of Inspiration – The Bible (all of it) is true (John 17:17).  God doesn’t breathe error.  Jesus said the Scripture cannot be broken (John 10:35).  This is why we speak of the Bible being without error (inerrant) and the Bible being incapable of erring or leading us astray (infallible).  Therefore, all Scripture is God’s Word and must be taken as such which means it is the authority for our lives.  Please understand that orthodox Christians realize and have always affirmed that human beings were involved in the writing of Scripture and their personalities and writing styles are part of the Bible.  The writers of Scripture were not robots or mere copyists.  However, they were led by God and the work of the Holy Spirit protected them from error and made sure that the content intended by God was actually put into Scripture.  Evangelical Christians believe in verbal plenary inspiration.  This means that all of the Bible, even the very words are inspired by God.  Thus, we believe the Bible is inerrant (free from error or falsehood in the original manuscripts).  Therefore, all Scripture is consistent with every other part of Scripture (1 John 2:21).  It has a single Mind behind it (a perfect mind, nonetheless) so one part agrees with and does not contradict another part.  Interpretation is correctly reading out the God-intended meaning of any text.  It is accomplished through the illuminating ministry of the Holy Spirit (John 14:26).  There has been no new normative revelation for the Body of Christ since the completion of the New Testament (with the writing of the book of Revelation around 96 A.D.) [note Revelation 22:18-19], but God still speaks today to us through His Holy Spirit.  The way He does this is by giving us understanding of Scripture and how it applies to our lives.  Through the Bible, the Holy Spirit teaches, convicts, guides, encourages, and reveals God to us.  Please note that God only speaks based on and in agreement with His written Word.  That is the test for any supposed leading of the Holy Spirit.  There is only one correct interpretation but many different applications of a passage of Scripture.  It means what God intended it to mean and what it always has meant.

II)  The Purpose of the Bible

1) Enables us to Avoid Satanic Deception (v. 14)-Paul spent much of the early part of chapter 3 talking about deceivers.  Then, in verse 14, he instructed Timothy (and us by extension) to “continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of.”  He is saying that the way to avoid deception is to be grounded in the solid teaching of Scripture.   
2) Enlightens us to the way of Salvation (v.15)-Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  The Bible does not save us.  Jesus is the Savior.  However, the Bible teaches us about Christ and salvation.  There is a crucial point here.  If the Bible is not totally trustworthy, how do we know that we can trust Christ to save us?  In other words, if our information about Jesus and salvation comes from the Bible, then that information is only as reliable as the Bible.  Once again, Christ-not the Bible, is the Savior.  However, the reliability of Jesus and the reliability of the Bible go hand in hand.

3) Educates us toward Spiritual Maturity (v. 16-17)

A) Profitable for doctrine-teaches us what to believe

B) Profitable for reproof-shows us what we should not believe, corrects our thinking

C) Profitable for correction-shows us what we should not do

D) Profitable for instruction in righteousness-teaches us how to live in order to please God and fulfill His will

4) Equips us for Every Good Work of Service (v. 17)-The Word of God trains us to properly serve the Lord.
III) Application to the Church-“Preach the Word.”

1) The Command to Preach (v.1)-“I charge you therefore.”

2) The Accountability of the preacher (v.1)-the judgment of God

3) The Content of Preaching (v. 2a)-We are to “preach the Word” of God.  Nehemiah 8:8 says, “So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.”  Warren Wiersbe has written, “True preaching is the explanation and application of Bible doctrine.  Anything else is just religious speechmaking.”

4) The Constancy of the preacher (v. 2b)-Always be ready, under favorable and unfavorable circumstances.

5) The Characteristics of preaching (v. 2c)

A. Convince-show people their sin

B. Rebuke-show the consequences of sin

C. Exhort-appeal and encourage people to respond to God

D. Longsuffering-be patient, love people, and continue to share the truth

E. Teaching-In a sense, we are to preach with teaching.  We are always to teach the Word of God.  Some people create a false dichotomy between preaching and teaching.

6) The Challenge to preaching (v. 3-4)-Many people want to have their ears tickled [Romans 7:7].

7) The Requirements of the preacher’s ministry (v. 5)
A. “Be watchful in all things”-keep your head about you.

B. “Endure afflictions”-keep going in difficult times

C. “Do the work of an evangelist”-share the gospel

D. “Fulfill your ministry”-do everything God requires of you
Applications:

1. The Bible is the inspired (God-breathed) and inerrant (completely free of error in the original manuscripts) Word of God.  Thus, it is totally true (John 17:17).

2. The Bible is the authority for our lives and for this church because it is the Word of God.

3. The issue is truth (as revealed in Scripture) and not the opinions of any person (including the pastor).

4. Where God speaks, we speak.  Where God is silent, we are silent.

5. The Bible is the plumb line, the measuring stick, the final court of appeals.  It will be the deciding factor in decision-making.  

6. We will not allow a person who does not affirm this doctrine to be a member of this church.  Furthermore, we will not have guest speakers, singers, etc. who do not affirm this doctrine.

7. We must immerse ourselves in Scripture in order to grow to be the persons God wants us to be.

8. A preacher ultimately has to answer to Almighty God.

9. Anointed, accurate, applicable teaching will be one of the guiding principles and foundational values of this church.

10. We must make the Bible a part of our lives.  Here are some suggestions as to how we can do that: 
A. Read it (1 Timothy 4:13)

B. Meditate on it (Psalm 1)

C. Hear it taught and preached (Romans 10:17)

D. Memorize it (Psalm 119:11)

E. Study it (2 Timothy 2:15)

F. Obey it (James 1:22)

G. Use it (Ephesians 6:17)  {in resisting temptation, in teaching, in witnessing, in decision-making, in setting the direction for our lives}
Discussion/Application Questions

1. Briefly summarize the doctrine of the inspiration of Scripture.

2. If the Bible is not absolute truth, what does that mean in regard to other religions and just to being able to know truth?

3. How do false religions often misuse the Bible to lead people astray and who is most susceptible to their deceptions?

4. If the Bible is not truly reliable, is there any reason to accept Christianity?

5. According to these Scriptures, what is true preaching?

6. What does it mean for the Bible to be the authority for our lives?

7. How can we really make the Bible a part of our lives?
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How Our Bible Came To Us


The preceding chart was taken from the notes of Dr. Danny Akin that he used in his Systematic Theology classes at Southeastern Seminary.  It provides an excellent overview of the process of how we got the Bible.  There is one aspect of that process that I would like for us to look at in more detail, and that is the process of the canonization of Scripture.  I think we should look at it in more detail because people often have questions about this particular area.

Introduction

In his article, “The Bible:  A Book Of Destiny,” Paige Patterson writes, “The word ‘canon’ comes from a Greek word (kanon) meaning literally ‘reed,’ and thus ‘straightedge’ or ‘ruler’ or ‘rod.’  Out of this association with measurement, the term metaphorically became a reference to a ‘standard.’  Conservative scholars maintain that every book of the Bible has God as its Author and His authority inherent thereby.  The thirty-nine books of the Old Testament are considered canonical by the Jews, the apostolic church, and the Christian churches through the centuries.  As applied to Scripture, then, the canon is the list of books which are accepted by the Church as conforming to the standard of divine inspiration and authority and, therefore, as forming a ‘rule’ of faith and practice for every believer.  The sole criterion of the canon of Scripture is inspiration (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17), i.e., God’s testimony through the Holy Spirit to the authority of His Word.”  However, it is imperative to understand that the church did not determine Scripture and that the Bible does not get its authority from the Church.  God determined Scripture, and the Bible has His inherent authority.  Norman Geisler and William Nix write, “Canonicity is determined or fixed authoritatively by God; it is merely discovered by man.”  Evangelical Christians believe that God guided the process to ensure that what He inspired actually ended up in the Bible.

The Old Testament Canon



It is often claimed that the Old Testament was canonized at the Council of Jamnia, which was a meeting of the rabbis, in 90 A.D.  However, those who make that claim are really making a serious overstatement because the Old Testament canon had really been settled long before that.  The end result of that informal council was the affirmation of the already existing canon.  Josh McDowell writes, “The earliest record of a three-fold division of the Old Testament is in the prologue of the book Ecclesiasticus (ca 130 B.C.).  The prologue, written by the author’s grandson, calls it:  ‘The Law, and the Prophets and the other books of the fathers.’  There existed three definite divisions of Scripture.”  Let me give a word of explanation.  We often divide the Old Testament into five sections (Law, History, Poetry, Major Prophets, and Minor Prophets), but the Jews classified it in three sections (Law, Prophets, Writings).


Even more important though, the New Testament states the content of the Old Testament canon.  In Luke 24:44, Jesus said, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses, and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”  F.F. Bruce explains, “He indicated the three section into which the Hebrew Bible was divided-the Law, the Prophets, and the ‘Writings’ (here called ‘the Psalms’ probably because the Book of Psalms is the first and longest book in this third section).”  In Luke 11:51, he used the phrase “from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah.”  A note in The Believer’s Study Bible says, “Zechariah’s murder is recorded in 2 Chronicles (2 Chr. 24:20-22), the last book in the Hebrew Bible.  Abel is the first to be martyred (Gen. 4:8); thus the period from Abel to Zechariah spans all the record of the Hebrew Bible.”

The New Testament Canon


The New Testament was officially canonized by The Synod of Hippo in A.D. 393.  However, leading New Testament scholar F.F. Bruce states that “it did not confer upon them any authority which they did not already possess, but simply recorded their previously established canonicity.”  Donald Guthrie writes, “The content of the canon was determined by general usage, not by authoritarian pronouncement.”


Geisler and Nix record five principles that were possibly used to determine whether or not a book was canonical Scripture.  They are:

1.  Is it authoritative-did it come from the hand of God?  

2.  Is it prophetic-was it written by a man of God?  (The New Testament books were written by an apostle or someone closely connected to the apostles.)

3.  Is it authentic?  Their policy was, “If in doubt, throw it out.”

4.  Is it dynamic-did it come with the life-transforming power of God?

5.  Was it received, collected, read, and used-was it accepted by the people of God?

Conclusion


Josh McDowell writes, “Christians today can be thankful that the final formation of the New Testament canon was such a long and difficult process.  It was so difficult, in fact, that there was heated debate over whether Hebrews, James, 2 and 3 John, 2 Peter, Jude and Revelation were truly canonical.  But the close scrutiny to which the New Testament books were subjected before being universally accepted as authentic should give readers today increased confidence in the reliability of these books and the things which they report and teach.”
An Overview of the Bible


In one sense, the Bible is one book with one main message (redemption through Christ), one main character (God), and one author (the Holy Spirit).  Yet, in another sense, it is a book made up of 66 books with about 40 human authors.  Both senses are true because God lead the writers in their writing which created a consistency in Scripture.  The Bible has two main parts, the Old Testament, which contains 39 books, and the New Testament, which contains 27 books.  The Old Testament was completed around 450 B.C, and it focuses on the coming Messiah.  The New Testament was written from around 40 to 96 A.D., and it focuses on the person and work of Christ and the Church that He established to carry on His work.


Most scholars break the Old Testament down into five main sections.  The Law (also called the Pentateuch) was written by Moses and includes the first five books of the Bible:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  The next section is the History of Israel, and it includes Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.  The Poetry section is next.  It includes Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon (or it is sometimes called Song of Songs).  Then, it includes the Major Prophets.  That section contains the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations (also written by Jeremiah), Ezekiel, and Daniel.  Finally, the Old Testament concludes with the Minor Prophets.  All of these books were on one scroll in ancient Hebrew.  The books are:  Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.


The 27 books of the New Testament can also be broken down into five main sections.  The first section is the four gospels.  They focus on Christ’s life and ministry on the earth with a particular emphasis on his atoning death and glorious resurrection.  They are:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  The next section is the History of the Early Church, and it consists of only one book, the book of Acts.  It was written by Luke, who also wrote the Gospel of Luke.  Acts is basically the second volume in a two-volume work.  The third section is the Pauline Epistles.  It includes 13 books, all written by the apostle Paul.  The books are letters that were written to churches or individual Christians.  They are:  Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon.  The next section is usually called the General Epistles, and it includes Hebrews (which is the only anonymous book of the New Testament), James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, and 3 John, and Jude.  The final section only includes one book, but it is hard to classify.  It is generally classified as Apocalyptic, and we know it as the book of Revelation.  The Apostle John wrote Revelation, the gospel of John, and the letters we know as 1, 2, 3 John.  Revelation serves as an exciting and fitting climax to the entire Bible.
IS THE BIBLE BELIEVEABLE?


We have already looked at the doctrine of inspiration in this section.  We have discussed the claim of evangelical Christianity and the claim of the Bible itself that it is the totally true Word of God.  Now, let’s look at some evidence for that claim and see if the Bible is believable.

 I have come up with something called an acronym, the acronym EMAIL.  By understanding the acronym email, we can see why the Bible is God’s perfect communication of himself and his directions to mankind. An acronym is when you take the letters of a word and use it to make a series of words.  There are five pieces of evidence that I want to share with you that convince me that the Bible is God’s totally accurate Word.  They are:  (1) External Evidence, (2) Manuscript Evidence, (3) Archeological Evidence, (4) Internal Evidence, and (5) The words of the Lord, meaning the words of the Lord Jesus Christ about Scripture.

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE
What is the External evidence for the truth of the Bible?  Now, this is probably the weakest argument but it is somewhere to begin.  The fact that the Bible has survived  throughout the ages of history is a great piece of evidence that the Bible is the Word of God.  Skeptics have tried to destroy the Bible, and many people have been persecuted and even killed for having Bibles, but it has continued to spread. The French philosopher Voltaire said that within a few years that Bibles would cease to be printed but within a few years of his death the Geneva Bible Society was printing Bibles with a printing press in his house that they had bought.  The Bible is the most translated, the most read, the most published book in the history of the world.  The Bible has been used by God to change more people’s lives than anything else that has ever been published.  I know that God has used the Bible to change my life.  I am a different person because I have read the Bible.  Some of you, along with millions of people all around the world, can testify to the fact that reading and applying Scripture has changed them greatly.   

MANUSCRIPT EVIDENCE
The second kind of evidence is Manuscript evidence.  It is foundational to everything else in regard to Scripture.  We don’t have the original documents of scripture.  They are called the autographs.  In other words, we do not have the first documents that the actual writers actually penned.  Those have passed out of existence over the years.  So, here is how the argument goes.  A lot of people say that we can’t believe the Bible because we do not know what Scripture really says because we don’t have the originals and the copies were changed over the years.  But is that true?  It is absolutely not true, and here is the proof. 

Let’s talk about the Old Testament for a minute.  The Jews had a great reverence for the Word of God.  This is the process that the scribes went through as they copied the different parts of the Scripture.  First, a synagogue roll must be written on the skins of clean animals, prepared for particular use in the synagogue by a Jew.  They had to be fastened together with strings taken from clean animals.  Every skin must contain a certain number of columns, equal throughout the entire codex.  The length of each column must not extend over less than 48 or more than 60 lines and the breadth must consist of 30 letters.  How did they know that?  They put all these different safeguards into place where they would count certain letters, like in the middle of a paragraph or in the middle of a page and everything had to line up.  The ink could only be black and had to be prepared according to a definite recipe.  An authentic copy must be the exemplar from which the transcriber ought not, in the least, to deviate.  In other words, if the scribe deviated from what he was copying from just one little bit, they threw it away and said that it was worthless.  Next, no word or letter could be written from memory, but the scribe had to write it while looking at it.  Between every consonant the space of a hair or thread must intervene, between every new section consonants, and between every book, three lines.  Besides this, the copyist must sit in full Jewish dress, wash his whole body, not begin to write the name of God with a pen newly dipped in ink and should a king address him while writing that name, meaning the name of God, he must take no notice of him.  Did that guarantee accuracy? 

Well, let me give you this piece of evidence.  Have you heard of the Dead Sea Scrolls?  They were the greatest archaeological discovery of the 20th Century, if not, the entirety of history.  And one of the things that was so important about the Dead Sea Scrolls is that there were copies of the Old Testament or, at least, parts of the Old Testament that were found that were about 900 to 1000 years older than any that they had before.  Before that the earliest copy of the Old Testament they had was about 900 to 1000 A.D., but there were copies in there that archeologists have dated at about 100 B.C.  And in one of those Dead Sea Scrolls, one of the things they found was a copy of the entire book of Isaiah preserved on an individual scroll.  And when they went in and compared that copy of Scripture with the other copies they had with about 1000 years difference between them, they found in about 95% of the cases there was absolutely no variation between them.  In that 5% almost all the variations were just spelling.  If you have ever seen Hebrew, you can understand why there would occasionally be problems with spelling because sometimes the only difference between a couple of letters is a little mark on one letter.  That was the only difference.  In the 53rd Chapter of Isaiah, which is one of the most famous and important chapters in the Bible, the scholars found one word in question out of that whole chapter.  The Bible is the best-preserved book of antiquity.  The Jews did everything that they could to make sure that it was properly transcribed through the years.  Well, you say, well why don’t we have the original copies?  Well, because what they did is when they verified that they had made a perfect copy they destroyed the older copy over a course of time.  I mean they sort of filed them away and then eventually they were destroyed because in their way of thinking a newer copy was better.  They were writing on something called parchment and as time went on, the parchment kind of faded away.  Now, that is just a little bit of information about the Old Testament.

Let me give you some information about the New Testament.  Scholars have about 24,000 copies of, at least, parts of the New Testament in Greek and in other languages.  Now, I am not talking about translations, I am talking about actual copies.  The New Testament was written between about 40 and 100 A.D.  The earliest copy archaeologists have discovered has been dated to about 125 A.D.  It is a portion of the Gospel of John called the Rylands papyri.  That discovery effectively disproved the claim of liberal scholars that the gospels were not written until the second or third century.  It  means that there was somewhere around 25 years between the original writings and the first copy that we have.  It means that there was not sufficient time for legends about Jesus to spring up and be accepted.  Also, 24,000 is probably a dated and low number because of new archaeological discoveries. 

  Now, let’s compare the New Testament with another work of ancient literature.   Homer wrote “The Iliad,” which scholars say was the most read book in ancient literature.  It was written about 900 B.C.  The earliest copy that scholars have is 400 B.C. which means there is 500 years difference between the original and the first copy.  Now, the number of copies that scholars have of that work is 643.  And there are more copies of that than any other work in ancient literature.  As far as secular books, this is the cream of the crop as far as number and age difference of copies.  But you see how it compares with the New Testament.  Therefore, if you can’t trust the authenticity of the Bible, you cannot trust the authenticity of “The Illiad” or any work of antiquity.  In my opinion, people question the Bible and not these other books because they have a bias against the Bible because of the claims it makes on our lives.  

Let me give you another fact.  There is something called the writings of the early church fathers.  The early church fathers were the leaders, the pastors, the bishops, in the church shortly after the apostles died.  We are talking about the 200s and 300s A.D before the New Testament was even canonized.  There is a museum in England that contains many of their writings.  They have also been published.  Scholars have researched the writings.  David Dowrimple asserts that if we lost all the New Testaments that are on the face of the earth that he could go through those books from within 100 to 200 years of the writing of the New Testament and reconstruct  the entire New Testament except for 11 verses.  All of it except for 11 verses.  Now, they may not all be exact quotations.  Some of them are taken from sermons where the verses were paraphrased.

There is a scholar by the name of John Lee who has written a book comparing the Bible with Shakespeare.  Shakespeare wrote about 400 years ago, but every one of Shakespeare’s plays and writings contain multiple passages that scholars question as far as the content of the original writings.  However, there are only about 15 to 20 passages in the New Testament that legitimate textual critics question.  None of those affect any major doctrine.  Also, it is not a case of something being missing, but a case of there being a couple of options regarding the original reading and scholars having to decide between the two readings.  

Don’t let anybody ever tell you that you can’t believe the Bible because we don’t have the originals.  That argument is a joke.  If someone can go and put together the whole New Testament except for 11 verses, we know what it originally said.  The question is, “Are we going to believe what it said?”

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE
So there is the E (External Evidence), there is the M (Manuscript Evidence), and then the A (Archeological Evidence).  Let me give you a quote from one of the most famous archeologists who ever lived, a man by the name of Nelson Glueck.  He said that “it may be stated categorically that no archeological discovery has ever controverted” [meaning contradicted] a biblical reference.”  And he goes on and continues his assertion of “the almost incredibly accurate historical memory of the Bible and particularly so when it is fortified by archeological fact”.  We can’t look at a whole lot of details.  But there are details.  Let me give you two examples: one from the Old Testament, one from the New.

Liberal scholars argue that the first eleven chapters of Genesis are a myth and that Moses did not really write the first 5 books of the Bible.  A classic argument that was used said that Moses couldn’t have written the Pentateuch because the Hebrews and the people in that area didn’t have writing at the time when Moses would have written those books.  This was accepted in scholarly circles for several years.  But, then low and behold, an archaeologist discovered some writings.  When they dated the writings from the area that Moses lived, they found that writing predated Moses by several hundred years so it just blows that whole theory out of the water.  

Let’s look at the New Testament.  One of the greatest archeologists who ever lived is a man by the name of Sir William Ramsey.  He was a skeptic and atheist until he began to read the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts and he began to compare it with what he knew about archeology and history.  He ended up concluding that Luke was one of the greatest historians who ever lived and because what he said was believable he became a Christian.  Don’t let anybody ever tell you that you can’t believe the Bible because of archeology.  The opposite is true.  The Bible is a historical book and there are a lot of facts in the Bible that have been proven because of archeology.  I just gave you the tip of the iceberg. 

INTERNAL EVIDENCE
Let’s move to the “I”.  The “I” in this outline “EMAIL” is Internal Evidence.  In other words, what is in the Bible itself that actually shows us that it is the Word of God.  Well, there are a lot of things.  One is its continuity.  Did you know that the Bible was written over a 1500-year span, which is over 40 generations?  It was written by over 40 different authors.  It was written in several different places, written at different times, written on three different continents, and in three different languages.  It deals with a large number of controversial subjects, but there is not one place in the Bible where the authors ever contradict themselves.  If you read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, one of the things that is most impressive is the fact that it all fits together.  The best way to interpret Scripture is by Scripture.  The Bible begins with man in a paradise and then man loses that paradise but at the end God restores that paradise.  Genesis 3 record the pronouncement of a curse, but Revelation 22 records the removal of that curse.  It all fits together.  How could that be with over 40 different people writing?  I believe the answer is that there was really one mind, the mind of God, behind it all, and He was leading the writers.

There is another piece of Internal Evidence that is very powerful and that is the fact of fulfilled prophecy.  Did you know that there are hundreds of prophecies in the Bible that have been accurately fulfilled?  In his book, Evidence That Demands A Verdict, Josh McDowell lists 61 of those prophecies (some of them are listed in chapter 7).  He also relates that a man by the name of Peter Stoner has written a book entitled, Science Speaks.  Mr. Stoner has taken these prophecies, and he has figured out the mathematical probability of them being fulfilled.  Figuring it based on eight fulfilled prophecies, the mathematical possibility of all these being fulfilled in one person is 1 x 10 to the 17th power.  He explains it this way.  Take that number (whatever you call it) of silver dollars and lay them out across the State of Texas with one of them marked in a special way.  Then, blindfold a man and have him attempt to pick out the marked silver dollar.  The odds of him doing that are the same odds as eight of those prophecies being accurately fulfilled in one person.  Then, he goes on in his book and figures the math of it based on 48 of them being fulfilled in Christ.  The scientifically verified probability for 48 prophecies being fulfilled is 1 x 10 to the 148th power.  

Let me ask you a question.  Does it take more faith to believe that these things just sort of happened to come true or to believe that God really inspired the writers and revealed the future to them?  Some people say there is no such thing as predictive prophecy.  They say these events happened and then the people who wrote the Bible went back and wrote the prophecies afterwards to make it look like they came true, but that is absolutely false.  There are two facts that show the falsehood of that argument.  First, the Old Testament was finished around 450 B.C.  Some people will say that they do not buy that so let me give you a second reason.

There is something called the Septuagint which is the first translation of a book in the history of the world from one language to another that is known by scholars.  The Septuagint is a translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into Greek.  Archeologists have positively dated it during the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphias around 250 B.C.  So, even if you don’t accept the Old Testament being done by 450 B.C., it had to be at lest 250 years before the coming of Christ that all these prophecies were written.  If people try to tell you that you are ignorant for believing the Bible, just share some of these facts with them.

Let me deal with one other thing in this area of internal evidence.  Some people say that the Bible is full of errors and contradictions so we can only trust it in matters of spiritual things but not when it comes to things like science and history.  Now, that doesn’t make a whole lot of sense.  I mean if you can’t trust something when it comes to factual things that you can prove, why would you trust it for things that you can’t prove like spiritual things?  It is kind of like me holding a train or plane schedule and seeing that the schedule is full of errors and wrong times but saying the schedule is totally authoritative and trustworthy.  Now, how much sense does that make?  However, that is what people are doing when they say the Bible is full of errors but it is totally authoritative and trustworthy when it comes to spiritual things.  That is contradictory nonsense.  Either the Bible is true and therefore trustworthy, or Christianity should be dismissed as a fraud.

Are there errors and contradictions in the Bible?  That is an important question. I really wrestled with several passages of Scripture when I was questioning my faith in college.  There were things that did not make sense or seem to add up.  Still, I cannot explain every seeming contradiction or answer every question about the Bible.  However, I did find answers to so many of my questions and clear up so many supposed contradictions with simple, rational answers that I frankly quit worrying about it.  There are things that I have to take by faith.  However, there is such overwhelming evidence for the Bible that I am going to give it the benefit of the doubt when it comes to my questions.  

Gleason Archer is a professor and writer who is the one of the leading Old Testament scholars in the world.  He knows fifteen languages and has been to law school.  He passed the bar exam in Massachusetts.  The man is no intellectual lightweight.  He wrote, “As I have dealt with one apparent discrepancy after another and have studied the alleged contradictions between the biblical record and the evidence of linguistics, archaeology, or science, my confidence in the trustworthiness of Scripture has been repeatedly verified and strengthened by the discovery that almost every problem in Scripture that has ever been discovered by man, from ancient times until now, has been dealt with in a completely satisfactory manner by the biblical text itself-or else by objective archaeological information….There is a good and sufficient answer in Scripture itself to refute every charge that has ever been leveled against it.”  Let me share another quote with you.  This one is from a man by the name of John Warrick Montgomery.  Once again, we are not talking about some intellectual lightweight.  Dr. Montgomery is a man who has nine earned degrees in theology, philosophy, and law. He is a former Professor who is now a practicing lawyer in England who won a landmark case concerning religious freedom in Greece.  He says “I, myself, have never encountered an alleged contradiction in the Bible which could not be cleared up by the use of the original languages of the scriptures and/or by the use of acceptive principles of literary and historical interpretation.”

THE LORD’S WORDS
We have the manuscripts, we have archeology, we have fulfilled prophecy, we have the consistency and the clarity of Scripture itself, but then we have one more thing that should mean more to a Christian than all these other things put together.  That final piece of evidence is what the Lord Jesus Himself had to say regarding Scripture.  Remember, we know that Jesus said these things because the manuscript evidence proves it.  What did Jesus say about Scripture?  Here is the point.  If we are a Christian, Jesus is our Lord.  What he thinks, we ought to think.  What he says, we ought to say.  What he believes, we ought to believe.  What Jesus believed and spoke about Scripture, we must believe and speak about Scripture. 

He said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away” (Matthew 24:35).  In  Matthew 5:18, Jesus said, “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.”  A jot is a yodh, which is the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet.  A tittle is a little mark on a letter in the Hebrew alphabet that distinguishes it from another letter.  You could say that Jesus is saying down to the crossing of the “T’s” and dotting of the “I’s,” not one bit of the law is going to pass away until all of it is fulfilled.  In Luke 24:44, Jesus said, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”  Did you know that the Old Testament is about Jesus too?  It prepares us for the coming of Christ.  In John 10:35, Jesus said, “The scripture cannot be broken”.  In addition, John 17 records a prayer of Christ to His Father.  In verse 17, Jesus said to His Heavenly Father that “your word is truth.”  When I say that the Bible is God’s truth, I am only saying what Jesus said.

Also, Jesus affirmed many passages in the Old Testament that liberals and skeptics deny.  He affirmed the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch (John 5:45-47), Jonah literally being in the belly of a great fish (Matthew 12:40, the historical reality of Noah and the Flood (Matthew 24:37-39), the Exodus account of the wandering of the Israelites in the wilderness (John 6:49), the burning bush (Matthew 22:32), and the historicity of Adam and Eve (Matthew 19:5).  The Old Testament was Christ’s Bible while He was on the earth.

Conclusion
Billy Graham’s career as an evangelist started in the early to middle 1940s.  He started working for Youth for Christ.  He was just a young man in his 20s.  Billy was already considered a fantastic evangelist at that time, but the man who was considered to be the next great evangelist was not Billy Graham.  Instead, it was a man by the name of Chuck Templeton.  Templeton and Graham were very good friends, and they worked together.  To make a long story short, both of them began to have doubts about Scripture.  Each of them began to wrestle with their intellectual difficulties and questions about the Bible.  The way that Chuck Templeton decided to handle it was by leaving evangelism to go and study at Princeton.  He became a Professor.  Eventually, Chuck abandoned his faith and became an agnostic. On the other hand, Billy Graham wrestled with his questions.  He talked to people, thought, read, and studied.  Finally, he came to a turning point one night when he was out in California.  He went outside and got alone with the Lord under the stars.  He came to the point where he got down on his face at a stump and prayed, “God, I don’t understand everything about this book, there’s questions that I can’t answer, but I am going to accept by faith that this book is your Word.” He went on to base his life and his ministry on that Book.  It was just a few weeks later that God poured out His Spirit at the Los Angeles Crusade. That was where his ministry began to be so powerful and effective.  He calls the Crusade prior to that when he was wrestling with all the doubts the biggest flop of his entire career.  But, once he settled this in his mind, God used him in a great and mighty way.

Ultimately, believing Scripture is a matter of faith.  True faith involves our head, heart, and wills.  However, faith is not a blind leap in the dark.  Faith is a step into the light.  Christianity is a religion that is based on facts.  We do not have to be afraid of any questions and challenges that people want to raise in regard to Christianity and the Bible.  The Bible is God’s Word.  We can trust it. 

Discussion:  Discuss the evidence for the truthfulness of Scripture.  Does is give us a solid basis for our faith?  Is faith a step into the dark or a leap into the light?
Chapter 1
In The Beginning

The Attributes of God

A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF THE TRINITY
INTRODUCTION
Who is God?  This is really the fundamental question of the human existence 
that men and women have been asking throughout the centuries.  As part of its 
response to this question, orthodox Christianity has continually asserted that God is 

a triune being.  This assertion, according to Gleason Archer, “is absolutely unique 

in the history of human thought.  No other culture or philosophical movement ever 

came up with such an idea of God as this.”
  Skeptics and members of other 

religions often scoff at this idea.
  However, “the doctrine of the Trinity is crucial for

Christianity.”
  Therefore, it is absolutely necessary for believers to have a correct

understanding of this doctrine.  

OLD TESTAMENT EVIDENCE FOR THE TRINITY


The fundamental premise of Old Testament theology is belief in one God.  Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Youngblood writes, “The Book of Genesis begins by assuming that there is only one true God,

and that assumption is maintained throughout the OT.”
  Exodus 20:2-3 says, “I

am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house

of bondage.  You shall have no other gods before Me.”  The theological truth that 

serves as the foundation for these verses is the fact that God is one instead of

many.
  Deuteronomy 6:4 states, “Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one!”  In addition, Isaiah 45:5a says, “I am the LORD, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me.”  Therefore, the Old Testament clearly teaches that there is only one true God.


As a result of this clear teaching of monotheism, many people conclude that

it is impossible for the doctrine of the Trinity to be taught in the Old Testament.

However, there is more evidence to be considered before this conclusion is hastily

drawn.  In Genesis 1:1, God is translated from the Hebrew word, elohim, “which is

plural in form but not in number.”
  Many scholars believe this indicates a plural of

majesty, but other scholars believe it implies the tri-unity of God, and this

implication is at least a plausible option.
  In regard to Deuteronomy 6:4, the

Expositor’s Bible Commentary says, “To the Jews v.4 is not only an assertion of

monotheism, it is also an assertion of the numerical oneness of God contradictory

to the Christian view of the Trinity of the Godhead.  This kind of oneness, however,

runs contrary to the use of ehad in the sense of a unity made up of several parts.

Ehad “is used of a single bunch of grapes which in turn is divisible into

distinguishable individual grapes, rather than yahid, which means uniquely one.”


Furthermore, there are verses in the Old Testament that seem to at least

imply plurality within the unity of the Godhead.  Genesis 1:26a states; “Then God

said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.”  This verse 

asserts (like Gen. 1:1) that there is only one God, but the verse also uses the

plural pronouns “us” and “our” in reference to God.  Deliberation and
communication within the Godhead are also implied in this verse.  In addition, in 

Gen. 11:6, the LORD says, “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language,

that they may not understand one another’s speech.”


There are other verses in the Old Testament that bear an implicit witness to

the doctrine of the Trinity.  Psalm 110:1 says, “The LORD (Yahweh) said to my

Lord (adonay), ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool’.”

According to the interpretation given by the New Testament writers, the first 

 “LORD” refers to the Father, and the second “Lord” speaks of Christ.
  Isaiah

63:7-10 refers to the LORD, the Angel of His Presence (Savior), and His Holy

Spirit.  Isaiah 44:6-7 says, “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his

Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:  I am the First and I am the Last; besides Me 

There is no God.”  This is practically incomprehensible apart from the doctrine

of the Trinity.  Therefore, the conclusion this writer draws from this survey of

the Old Testament data is that the doctrine of the Trinity is not explicitly taught

but is definitely implied because it is asserted that there is only one God, but

there are also references to the plurality of the Godhead.

NEW TESTAMENT EVIDENCE FOR THE TRINITY


The New Testament doctrine of God does not contradict the Old Testament

teaching that there is only one true God, but it does build on it and gives more detailed revelation.  1 Timothy 2:5 says, “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:20 says, “Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one.”  1 Corinthians 8:4-6 teaches that there are many false gods but only one true God.  Therefore, both testaments clearly teach that God is one.  This is foundational to the doctrine of the Trinity because the doctrine asserts “God’s oneness and threeness.”
  We will now proceed by examining the New Testament

witness to the threeness of God.


There are passages in the New Testament that refer to the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit together.  Matthew 28:19 says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all

the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit.”  It is important to note that “name” is singular even though it refers to

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Gleason Archer says, “This suggests that the name of

God is Father-Son-Holy Spirit.”
  Other “triadic” passages include Rev. 1:4-5;

1 Cor. 12:4-6; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 1:3-13, 2:18, 3:14-19, 4:4-6; 2 Thess. 2:13; and

1 Peter 1:2.
  However, these passages do not specifically refer to each of three as God.


In order to establish the doctrine of the Trinity; it must be shown that the 

New Testament refers to the Father as God, the Son as God, and the Spirit as God;

and the New Testament clearly does this.  First, the Father is called God.  2 Peter

1:17 says, “For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice

came to Him from the Excellent Glory.”  John 6:27; 1 Cor. 15:24; Gal. 1:1, 1:3;

Eph. 5:20, 6:23; Phil. 2:11; Col. 3:17; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:2;

2 John 3; and Jude 1 are other verses that use the phrase, “God the Father.”

Millard Erickson says, “It is apparent that, for Jesus, God’ and ‘your heavenly

Father’ are interchangeable expressions.”
  In summation, Erickson also says that the Father’s deity “is scarcely in dispute.”


Jesus is also specifically called God in the New Testament.  Hebrews 1:8

records the Father saying to the Son, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever;

a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.”  Therefore, the Son, Jesus Christ, is specifically called God.  This is taught in many other places in the New Testament.  Matthew 1:23 refers to Jesus as Immanuel, meaning, “God with us.”  John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word {and the context clearly refers 
to Christ}, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  In several places in the Gospel of John, including 8:58, Jesus refers to Himself as I AM.  This refers

back to Ex. 3:14, “where the words stand for the eternal person of YAHWEH.”

Doubting Thomas, after seeing the resurrected Christ, exclaimed, “My Lord and

My God!”  (John 20:28), and Jesus received this as worship.  Romans 9:5 refers to Christ

as the “eternally blessed God.”  Colossians 2:9 says, “For in Him dwells all the

fullness of the Godhead bodily.”  Revelation 1:8 refers to Jesus as “the Almighty.”

Many other verses could be quoted, but these should suffice to demonstrate the point that

Jesus is God.


Third, the New Testament also refers to the Holy Spirit as God.  Acts 5:1-11

contains the story of the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, who received the

judgment of God because they lied to God.  Peter indicated that they had lied to the

Holy Spirit (v.3).  He then proceeded to indicate that they had lied to God (v.4).

They had only told one lie, but Peter said they had lied to the Holy Spirit and God.

The logical conclusion of this is that the Holy Spirit is God.  1 Corinthians 3:16 says,

 “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells

in you?”  However, 1 Cor. 6:19 states, “Or do you not know that your body is the

temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not

your own?”  One of the verses states that our bodies are the temples of the Holy

Spirit while the other states our bodies are the temples of God.  The verses do not

say the Spirit and God.  This seems to indicate that they are interchangeable

expressions which would put the Spirit on equal footing with the Father.

Furthermore, it has already been noted in a previous paragraph that John 1:1

teaches the deity of Christ.  In John 14:16, Christ says, “And I will pray the

Father, and He will give you another Helper {the Holy Spirit, according to v. 17}, 

that He may abide with you forever.”  J. I. Packer notes the connection of these 

two verses in revealing the plurality within the unity of the Godhead.
  There is a

connection because “another” is translated from the Greek word, allos, meaning “another of the same sort”, as opposed to heteros, which means “another of a

different sort.”
  Therefore, the Holy Spirit is of whatever sort Christ is.  Therefore,

if Christ is God, which He is, the Holy Spirit is also God, and it is His job to

continue the ministry of Christ.


Further evidence of the deity of the Holy Spirit is revealed in the fact that the

Spirit is a person.  Packer says, “John underlines the point {that the Spirit is God} by

repeatedly using a masculine pronoun (ekeino, ‘he’) to render Jesus’ references to

the Spirit, when Greek grammar called for a neuter one (ekeino, ‘it’) to agree with

the neuter noun ‘Spirit’ (pneuma).  John wants his readers to be in no doubt that

the Spirit is he not it.”
  R. A. Torrey lists three proofs of the personality of the

Spirit.  He asserts that the marks of personality are knowledge, feeling, and will;

and each of these is ascribed to the Holy Spirit in the Bible (cf. 1 Cor. 2:11,

1 Cor. 12:11, Rom. 8:27, Rom. 15:30, Neh. 9:20, and Eph. 4:30)
  Second, he says,

“Many actions are ascribed to the Holy Spirit that only a person can perform.”

Torrey illustrates this by noting that the Spirit speaks (1 Cor. 2:10), prays

(Rom. 8:26), and teaches (John 14:26).
  Third, Torrey notes that the Holy Spirit

is “another Comforter”, and this is an office only a person can fill.


The preceding paragraphs demonstrate that the New Testament teaches that

there is only one God, but it names three persons (Father, Son, and Spirit) as God.

This demonstrates the three-in-oneness of God.  However, it is still necessary to

proceed by examining the relationship among the three persons.


First, the New Testament clearly teaches that each person within the Triune

God is eternal.  Psalm 90.2 speaks of the LORD being “from everlasting to

everlasting.”  The Father is generally assumed to be eternal because of the strong

and clear affirmation of His deity.  In Hebrews 9:14, the Holy Spirit is actually

called “eternal.”  The Son is not specifically referred to as eternal but His eternality

is clearly taught in the Scriptures.  Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End” (Rev. 1:8).  John 1:1 states that He was “in the beginning.”

This verse is parallel with Gen. 1:1.  In John 8:58, Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say

to you, before Abraham was, I AM {ego eimi}.”  Ego eimi means “I have always

been.”
  Colossians 1:16 says, “For by Him {Jesus} all things were created that are

in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions

or principalities or powers.  All things were created through Him and for Him.”

Since Jesus created everything, He is not created, and thus, is eternal.  In fact, there

has never been a moment in all the eons of eternity that any member of the Godhead

was not in existence.


Second, the New Testament clearly teaches that each person within the

Triune God is equal.  John 5:17 records Jesus referring to God as “my  Father..”

The next verse relates that the Jews tried to kill Him because He “also said that God

was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”  Jesus is everything He claimed to

be so His Father and He are equal.  The Holy Spirit is also equal to the Father and

the Son.  Some passages that speak of the Father, Son, and Spirit name the Spirit

before one or both of the others (cf. Rom. 8:12-17 and Rev. 1:4-5 for examples).

Packer says, “When the Father is put first and the Son third and the Spirit between

them, as here, no room remains for doubt as to the Spirit’s coequality with them.”


Third, the New Testament clearly teaches that each person within the Triune

God is of the same essence.  Jerry Haughton says, “The divine essence is not divided

among three persons, but each one partakes equally of all the attributes of deity so

that there is a numerical unity of essence.  They are one in essence, but three in

person.”
  Jesus said, “I and My Father are one” (John 10:30).  A. T. Robertson

says the Greek grammatical construction does not mean one person, “but one

essence or nature.”
  Therefore, the Father and Son are of the same essence.  This

truth also extends to the Holy Spirit because He is another of the same sort as Jesus. 

H. Wayne House lists eternality, power, omniscience, omnipresence, holiness, truth,

and benevolence as attributes of deity shown in the Bible to be shared by all three

persons of the Trinty.


Fourth, the New Testament clearly teaches that each person within the

Triune God is distinct from the others.  John 1:1 says that “the Word was with

God.”  The preposition, “with,” pros in the Greek, could be translated as “toward,

and it suggests that the Word and the Father were facing one another.

Zodhiates says, “John is careful to point out to us that Jesus Christ, the eternal

Logos of whom he spoke in the first clause of the first verse, is not the same person

as God the Father.  He declares that He is a distinct Person and ought not to be

confused with the Father.”
  In addition, Jesus taught His disciples that He must go

away in order for the Father to send the Holy Spirit.  This clearly shows a

distinction among the persons.  The passages describing the baptism of Jesus also

clearly demonstrate the distinction.  Jesus, the Son, is being baptized, the Father is

speaking from heaven, and the Spirit is descending like a dove upon the Son.  This

distinction does not change the fact that the Son is the eternal “expression of what

the Father is” or that the Spirit “proceeds from the Father”(John 15:26).

However, the New Testament teaches a clear distinction between the three persons

who are the one God.  

Fifth, the New Testament also clearly teaches that the three persons of the

Triune God function together in various roles to accomplish their will.  They have

worked together to bring about the great events in history.  The Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit functioned together to bring about the creation.
  They also

worked together to bring about redemption.  The Father originates it by giving His

Son, the Son actually secures redemption by giving Himself at Calvary as the

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world (1 John 2:2), and the Spirit applies the

benefits of salvation to the believer (John 3:5-6).
  Also, many New Testament texts

say that God raised Jesus from the dead.  However, Gal. 1:1 says that the Father

raised Him from the dead.  Yet, Jesus taught that He would raise Himself (John

2:18-22).  Also, 1 Pet. 3:18 speaks of Christ “being put to death in the flesh but made

alive by the Spirit.”  The only way to understand this is that the three Persons who

are the one God functioned together to raise Jesus from the dead.


The triune God is also functioning together to work in the lives of believers

today.  They work in the Church, the body of Christ, because the Father has

ordained the Church, the Son is Head of the Church, and the Spirit is at work

empowering the Church.  Ephesians 1:3-14 declares that God blesses believers in

Christ Jesus.  This is brought about through the Father’s election, the Son’s

redemption, and the Spirit’s protection.
  Christians pray to the Father (Mt. 6:9),

through the Son (John 14:6), and with the help of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:26).  C. S.

Lewis lucidly states this truth by writing.



What I mean is this.  An ordinary simple Christian kneels

down to say his prayers.  He is trying to get into touch with God. 

But if he is a Christian he knows that what is prompting him to

pray is also God:  God, so to speak, inside him.  But he also knows

that all his real knowledge of God comes through Christ, the Man

who was God-that Christ is standing beside him, helping him to pray,

praying for him.

This should serve to illustrate the fact that the doctrine of the Trinity is a practical

doctrine.

THE OLD TESTAMENT TEACHING IN LIGHT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

Millard Erickson says, “The whole Bible must be taken into account when we

interpret Scripture.  The Old Testament and New Testament are to be approached

with the expectation that a unity between the two exists.”
  Packer contends that

Old Testament references to God should be read “in the light of the New Testament

disclosure that God is triune.”
  Thus, it is proper and important to examine the

Old Testament in light of the New Testament.  It is this writer’s opinion that the

verses that were dealt with in the Old Testament section should be viewed in light of

both the consistency of Scripture and progressive revelation.  Based on this, it is this

writer’s conclusion that the doctrine of the Trinity that is taught explicitly in the

New Testament is definitely implied in the Old Testament.  There is no qualitative

difference between the two.  It is only a matter of detail and specificity.  The Old

Testament verses looked at earlier certainly allow for a plurality within the unity of

the Godhead, and passages such as Gen. 1:1-3 can certainly be interpreted as

Trinitarian when looked at in light of the New Testament.

A BIBLICAL DEFINITION OF THE TRINITY


Let’s conclude by putting this material together to form a  working, biblical definition of the Trinity.  First, the Bible clearly asserts from beginning to end that there is only one God.  Second, the Bible names three persons; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: as God.  The full deity of each of the persons is affirmed.  Third, the Bible affirms that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the one God.  Fourth, the Bible teaches that the Father, Son, and Holy are co-eternal and co-equal.  Fifth, the Bible asserts that the three persons are of the same essence but are distinct persons.  Sixth, the Bible teaches that the Father, Son, and Spirit work together to accomplish the functions of the Godhead.  In summation, the biblical doctrine of the Trinity is that there is one God who is a plurality within unity.  This one God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  They are co-eternal, co-equal, and of the same essence but with distinction of persons.  They work together to accomplish their will, and it is the responsibility of all persons to respond to this God in love, worship, obedience, and service.
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The Attributes of God

Introduction:  The essence of any relationship is knowing a person and getting to know them better.  That principle certainly applies to our relationship with God.  John 17:3 says, “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”  God is knowable like another person is with the difference that God is spirit (John 4:24).  God has certain attributes like any other person, and it is very important that we know and understand those attributes if we want to know Him better.  In fact, we must know and worship God for who He really is or we end up worshipping an idol of our own creation.


Sometimes we are scared by the word, “theology.”  We think of boring lectures by professors speaking in a monotone voice who are using big words that we do not understand.  However, that is an unfortunate misunderstanding of what theology truly is.  The word, in its basic form, actually means “the study of God.”  Is there a greater or more important subject?  Let’s study God so we can know Him more intimately, worship Him more passionately, and serve Him more fully.  In addition, we will find that in the process of really getting to know the Lord that He will change our lives.

Discussion:  Look up at least some of the Scriptures listed with each attribute and read them.  Also, read and talk through the definition of each attribute.  Then, focus on discussing the application of these attributes to our lives.  In other words, talk about what it means to us that God is gracious, holy, etc.
God is:

1.  Self-existent-God is the eternal and uncreated Creator of everything else.  He is the uncaused First Cause of all things.  He is the Great I Am.  [Genesis 1:1, Exodus 3:14, Isaiah 43:10-11, John 1:1-3, John 5:26, John 8:58]

2.  Eternal-God, the self-existent one, has always existed.  He is uncreated.  God is timeless.  He does not age nor will He cease to be.  There was never a time when He did not exist.  He is not subject to or limited by time because He stands outside of time and space. [Genesis 1:1, Deuteronomy 33:27, Psalm 90:1-2, Psalm 102:25-27, John 1:1, 1 Timothy 1:17, Hebrews 9:14, Revelation 1:8]

3.  Spirit-God is a spiritual, not a physical or fleshly, being in His essence.  Louis Berkhof says this means that He “is living, immaterial, invisible, and without composition or extension.”  Of course, the Son of God took on flesh when he came into this world to be our Savior.  Jesus is the God-Man.  Colossians 2:9 says, “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”  [John 1:18, John 4:24, 1 Timothy 1:17, 2 Timothy 6:15-16]

4.  Holy-God is absolutely pure and perfect.  He is the standard of all right and wrong who never sins or makes a mistake.  1 John 1:5b says, “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”  God hates sins and demands purity in human beings.  This attribute also includes the majesty and greatness of God. [Isaiah 6, Leviticus 11:44-45, 1 Peter 1:16, Revelation 4:8, Habakkuk 1:13]
5.  Infinite-God is not subject to or limited by anyone or anything.  He does not need anything or depend on anyone.  He is greater than everything else that exists. [Psalm 93:1-2, Psalm 135:6, Psalm 145:3, 1 Kings 8:27, Isaiah 66:1, Romans 11:36]

6.  Immutable-God is unchanging in His nature and character.  He is not fickle or subject to bad moods or bad days like we are.  It means that God is always dependable.  This attribute is the foundation for His faithfulness.  It does not mean that God always deals with people in exactly the same way.  For example, there will come a day when God brings this age to its completion and brings about the eternal age in which people will have no more chances to be saved. [Malachi 3:6, Hebrews 13:8, James 1:17]

7.  Omniscient-God has perfect and complete knowledge of everything, both actual and possible.  This means that God knows the future, and nothing can be hidden from Him.  He is also totally wise so He always does what glorifies Himself and what is best for us. [Psalm 139:1-6, Proverbs 15:3, Matthew 6:8, Matthew 10:29-30, 1 John 3:20, Psalm 147:5]

8.  Omnipresent-God is everywhere present.  Bob Culpepper says, “Finite beings are present here and not there.  The Infinite being is present here and there because he is everywhere.” [Psalm 139:1-12, 1 Kings 8:27, Jeremiah 23:23-24, Acts 17:27-28]

9.  Omnipotent-God has all power.  He is unlimited.  He can do anything that is consistent with his Holy character. [Jeremiah 32:17, Luke 1:37, Matthew 19:26, Psalm 115:3, Job 42:2]

10. Sovereign-God is in total control of His creation.  He is ruling this world from His throne.  Nothing happens that He does not either cause of allow to happen. He will bring this world to His intended conclusion.  In Trusting God, Jerry Bridges writes, “He does whatever pleases Him and determines whether we can do what we have planned.  This is the essence of God’s sovereignty; His absolute independence to do as He pleases and His absolute control over the actions of all His creatures.  No creature, person, or empire can either thwart His will or act outside the bounds of His will {this is speaking of his permissive will-not his moral will}…If there is a single event in all of the universe that can occur outside of God’s sovereign control then we cannot trust Him.” [Ephesians 1:11, Psalm 33:8-11, Psalm 115:3, Psalm 135:6, 1 Chronicles 29:10-12, 2 Chronicles 20:6, Daniel 7:14, Proverbs 19:21]

11. Providential-This includes God’s active involvement in and supervision of His creation.  God did not just create things and leave them to run on their own as deists assert.  It also includes His loving care for His creation and especially His born again children. [Matthew 10:29-31, Romans 8:28-39, Matthew 6:33, Philippians 4:19]

12. Righteous-God is absolutely perfect in both His character and actions.  He is untainted by evil and always does what is right. [Psalm 145:17, Daniel 9:14, 1 Peter 1:15-16]

13.  Love-We talk about God’s love a lot, but it is actually not easy to define.  It is God selflessly desiring and working for the good of His creation-even to the point of sacrificing His Son.  W.E. Vine writes, “It expresses the deep and constant love and interest of a perfect Being towards entirely unworthy objects, producing and fostering a reverential love in them towards the Giver, and a practical love towards those who are partakers of the same, and a desire to help others to seek the Giver.” [1 John 4:7-11, John 3:16, Romans 8:31-39]

14.  Mercy-It is God’s compassion and mercy towards those who do not deserve it.  It is God withholding His wrath. [Psalm 100:5, Ephesians 2:4, Titus 3:5, 2 Samuel 24:14, Lamentation 3:22-23]

15.  Patient-It is God’s longsuffering.  He bears with us and continues to love us despite our ongoing disobedience.  However, we must not think that His patience equals His permission or that He will continue to be patient forever.  There is a day of reckoning if we do not repent.  However, we do not deserve a 2nd chance, and God often (but not always) gives many chances. [Exodus 34:6, 2 Peter 3:9, Psalm 86:15]

16.  Gracious-God bestows His unmerited favor upon ungodly and guilty sinners who are still objects of His love. [Ephesians 2:8-9, 1 Corinthians 15:10, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Romans 3:24]

17.  Faithful-God never changes, and He always keeps His Word.  Thus, He is always trustworthy and reliable.  He will never leave or forsake His children. [Hebrews 13:5, 2 Timothy 2:11-13, Exodus 34:6-7]

18.  Truth-God is ultimate reality, that which is really real.  His Word conforms to reality.  It is correct in every case. [Deuteronomy 32:4, Psalm 31:5, 86:15, John 1:14, 17; 14:6, John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13; 1 John 5:6]

19.  Just-God always does what is right.  He always upholds His Law. [Deuteronomy 32:4, Psalm 19:9, Zephaniah 3:5, Romans 1, Acts 17:31]

20.  Judge-Everyone must give an account to God.  He is the righteous judge of His universe.  Faith in Christ is the only way to escape His judgment. [Acts 17:31, Romans 1:32, Revelation 20:11-15, John 5:27]

21.  Wrath-It is His righteous anger poured out against sin.  His holiness and His role as judge require this response.  J.I. Packer defines it as “God’s resolute action in punishing sin.” [Romans 1:18-3:20, the flood, the book of Revelation (see 6:16-17 for an example)]

22.  Jealous-God will accept no competitors.  He is zealous for His own glory. [Exodus 34:14, Exodus 20:2-7]

23.  Glorious-This is the visible expression of all His perfections.  In The Purpose Driven Life, Rick Warren writes, “It’s all for him.  The ultimate goal of the universe is to show the glory of God.  It is the reason for everything that exists, including you.  God made it all for his glory.  Without God’s glory, there would be nothing.  What is the glory of God?  It is who God is.  It is the essence of his nature, the weight of his importance, the radiance of his splendor, the demonstration of his power, and the atmosphere of his presence.  God’s glory is the expression of his goodness and all his other intrinsic, eternal qualities.” [Exodus 33, 2 Chronicles 7, Romans 11:36]
Conclusion:  In his classic book, Knowing God, J.I. Packer writes, “What do I intend to do with my knowledge about God, once I have got it?  For the fact that we have to face is this:  that if we pursue theological knowledge for its own sake, it is bound to go bad on us.  It will make us proud and conceited.  The very greatness of the subject-matter will intoxicate us, and we shall come to think of ourselves as a cut above other Christians because of our interest in it; and we shall look down on those whose theological ideas seem to us crude and inadequate, and dismiss them as very poor specimens.  For as Paul told the conceited Christians, ‘knowledge puffeth up’….(1 Corinthians 8:1ff.)…Our aim in studying the Godhead must be to know God Himself the better.  Our concern must be to enlarge our acquaintance, not simply with the doctrine of God’s attributes, but with the living God whose attributes they are.  As He is the subject of our study, and our helper in it, so He must Himself be the end of it.  We must seek, in studying God, to be led to God.  It was for this purpose that revelation was given, and it is to this use that we must put it.”


Packer continues, “How are we to do this?  How can we turn our knowledge about God into knowledge of God?  The rule for doing this is demanding, but simple.  It is that we turn each truth that we learn about God into matter for meditation before God, leading to prayer and praise to God.”
Chapter 1-In The Beginning

Creation
Scripture Reading:  Genesis 1-2, Colossians 1:15-20

Memory Verses:  Genesis 1:1, Colossians 1:16

Discussion Questions:

1. Discuss the creation account of Genesis and walk through how God actually created things.

2. How does what Genesis 2 says about marriage relate to the debate regarding marriage in our society today?  What is the link between creation and what marriage really is?

3. Discuss the evidences for creation vs. evolution.

4. Is it intellectually consistent for a person to claim belief in Jesus Christ and belief in evolution, based on what we read in Colossians 1?

5. What are some of the practical implications for our lives of the fact that Christ is the Creator?

6. What are some of the purposes for which God created us?  Discuss those and what they mean to our lives.

7. What does it mean that we are created in God’s image?

8. How are humans different from animals?

9. What does the fact of Creation teach us about the judgment of God and our accountability to Him?

10. If God created everything, what does that say about His ability to work in this world and our lives?

11. How should we look at and feel about ourselves in light of the fact that God created us in His image and Christ came to die for us?

Introduction To Creation

Genesis 1:1 is foundational to the rest of the Bible.  It says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  I believe this verse serves as an introduction to the rest of the creation account that is given in Genesis 1 and 2.  Genesis 1:1-2:3 gives a general account of the 7 days of creation.  2:4-2:25 zeroes in on the creation of the first human beings.  It is not a new or different creation account, but it focuses on the central aspect of creation-humanity.  The two chapters complement and supplement one another.  Now, we will overview the days of creation and the creation of Adam and Eve.

Day 1

God spoke light into existence.  In fact, as we go through the entire account, notice that God spoke everything into existence by His powerful word (see Hebrews 11:3).  He created everything from nothing.  So, after the first day, there is light and darkness, day and night.  Also, remember that God is shaping the creation for the first 3 days and populating it for the second 3 days.

Day 2

Warren Wiersbe explains the work of God on the second day by saying, “God put an expanse between the upper waters and the lower waters and made ‘heaven,’ what we know as ‘the sky.’  It seems that these waters were a vaporous ‘blanket’ that covered the original creative mass.  When separated from the landmass, the lower waters eventually became the ocean and the seas; and the upper waters played a part in the Flood during Noah’s day (Gen. 7:11-12; 9:11-15).”
Day 3

God created the dry land on the third day and organized the waters and the land in such a way as to create the earth.  He also created vegetation on this day.  Notice that at the end of each day that God notes that His work is good.  Also, notice the phrase, “according to its kind,” that appears throughout the chapter.  God set up creation to reproduce after its own kind and not transmutate into something else.

Day 4

On the fourth day, God created the sun, moon, and stars.  

Day 5

God created the sea creatures and the birds.
Day 6

God created the animals and made mankind in His image.

Day 7

God rested.  This does not mean that God was tired and took a nap.  It means that He ceased from His creative activity and established a pattern for us.
The Creation of Mankind
This is really the focus of the account.  The writer (Moses) zeroes in on humanity in chapter 2.  This is obviously fitting because humanity is the centerpiece of God’s creation.  God formed the man, Adam, first (v. 7).  He placed him in a perfect paradise, the Garden of Eden.  God gave him the enjoyment of the garden and the responsibility to take care of it.  The Lord told Adam that he could eat of the fruit of every tree of the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God gave Adam the privilege of naming the animals.  However, Adam had no companion so God took one of his ribs and fashioned his companion and helper, the woman, Eve, from the rib.  God joined them together.  This forms the basis for marriage.  The following are some truths we can learn regarding marriage from this passage of Scripture:
(1) God is the One who created marriage (v. 18-25).  Marriage is not of human origin.  It is a divine creation.  God thought it up.  Therefore, it is not our option to redefine or redesign marriage.  If we are smart, we will follow the instruction manual of the One who created, designed, and builds marriages.

(2) God is the One who designed marriage (v. 18-25).  If our marriages are going to function properly, we must understand the principles by which they are to function.  God has designed the marital relationship to be:

A. One of companionship where we compliment and complete one another (v. 18).

B. For sexual expression and the propagation of the human race (1:28, 2:24).

C. One where there are equal persons with distinct roles (2:15-18, Ephesians 5:22-33).

D. A priority that takes precedence over all other human relationships (2:24).

E. Exclusive (2:24).  This verse shows that homosexuality, polygamy, adultery, and promiscuity are wrong.  God’s plan is one man for one woman for one lifetime.

F. Permanent (2:24, Matthew 19:4-6).  God has designed marriage to be a permanent, not a temporary, commitment.

G. Brought about by a particular pattern.  That pattern is a leaving, joining (it means to be permanently superglued together), and a consummating (v. 24).

H. Intimate (2:25).  Marriage is designed to be a relationship that produces physical, spiritual, and emotional intimacy.

 (3) God is the one who joins two people together in marriage (2:24).    Marriage is more than a civil contract.  According to Proverbs 2:17, it is also a covenant with God.  Jesus said, “What God has joined together, let not man separate” (Matthew 19:6).  Thus, we are accountable to God for who we marry and how we conduct ourselves in marriage.

“The Work Of Christ In Creation”

Colossians 1:15-20

Introduction: Where did I come from?  Who am I?  What am I worth?  Why am I here?  Is there a God?  Can I know God?  Is there hope?  These are the fundamental, foundational questions of life.  The answer to all of these questions in wrapped up in Jesus Christ and His work in creation.  Let’s examine that work from Colossians 1:15-20.

1.  Jesus Christ is God (v. 15-18).


A.  He is the visible manifestation of God (John 1:1-18).


B.  He is uncreated.


C.  He is eternal.


D.  He is the pre-eminent One.

2.  Jesus Christ is God who created all things (v. 15-17).


A.  He is the Sovereign over creation.  This is part of the meaning of “firstborn.”  He is Lord and ruler over this world by virtue of being its Creator.

B.  He is the Architect of creation.  All things were created “by Him.”  He and His Father are the designers of this entire universe.  The crux of the whole creation/evolution debate is the concept of intelligent design vs. random chance.  

C.  He is the Agent of creation.  All things were created “through Him.”  Evolution is more than a scientific question.  To deny creation is to deny Christ according to these verses and John 1 and Hebrews 1.  Evolution carried out to its logical conclusion is atheism.  Theistic evolution (the idea that there is a God who is Creator but He worked through evolutionary processes over a long period of time) is bad science and bad theology.  Newman Watts, a London journalist, observes “that every attack on the Christian faith today, has as its basis, the doctrine of evolution.”  However, please consider the following reasons to accept creationism and reject evolution:


a.  Intelligent Design-The idea that this universe appears to have actually had an intelligent designer behind it.  For example, would anyone accept the idea that a jet airplane was built by a windstorm sweeping through a junkyard and a plane accidentally being assembled by the storm?  I don’t think so, but they accept this idea of this universe coming from nothing by random chance.

b.  Law of biogenesis-Spontaneous generation is impossible.  It means that something cannot come from nothing.


c.  Evolution violates the law of cause and effect (There is a cause for every effect, an actor for every action, and a thinker for every thought.)


d.  There is no evidence of transmutation and macroevolution.  This means that scientists can present no evidence that shows that one species turned into another species.  In fact, actual scientific evidence proves that microevolution, which is change within a species, occurs, but macroevolution, changing from one species to another, has never happened.

e.  There is no evidence in the fossil record of transitional forms or links.


f.  Irreducible Complexity (gradual evolution is really impossible)


g.  The Anthropic Principle “which states that the physical structure of the universe is exactly what it must be in order to support life” (Charles Colson).


h.  The 2nd Law of Thermodynamics which states that the universe is in the process of gradual decay and disintegration is the exact opposite of the idea that we are evolving.


i.  If evolution is true, the Bible is not true, because it means there was death before sin (Romans 5:12).


j. Evolution is a denial of Jesus Christ and the Christian faith.  Pastor Adrian Rogers puts it this way.  He says, “If Genesis 1:1 is a myth, then John 3:16 is a farce.”  Atheist Richard Bozarth, writing in The American Atheist, put it like this.  He says, “Evolution destroys utterly and finally the very reason Jesus’ earthly life was supposedly made necessary.  Destroy Adam and Eve and original sin, and in the rubble, you will find the sorry remains of the son of god….If Jesus was not the redeemer…and this is what evolution means, then Christianity is nothing….” 

D.  He is the Purpose of creation.  I am here to live for Christ.  We are created “for Him.”  Curtis Vaughan writes, “Creation is ‘for’ Christ in the sense that he is the end for which all things exist, the goal toward whom all things were intended to move.  They are meant ‘to serve His will, to contribute to His glory’.”  Our purpose, then, is found in Christ.  We can only have life by finding it in Him.  How can we live “for Him?”  Here is what the Bible says about our purpose.  It is:

1. To Know Him (John 17:3)

2. To honor and glorify Him (Rom. 11:33, 1 Cor. 10:31)

3. To give Him 1st place in all things (Col. 1:18)

4. To Steward the earth and take care of our families (Genesis 1-2)

5. To worship and enjoy Him (Psalm 29:1-2)

6. To serve Him by serving others (Mark 10:45)

7. To fellowship with God’s family (John 17, 1 Cor. 12)

8. To tell others about Him (Acts 1:8)

9. To become like Him (Romans 8:29) 
Why is this important?  Jewish psychiatrist and Auschwitz survivor, Victor Frankl, has written, “There is nothing in the world that would so effectively help one to survive even the worst conditions as the knowledge that there is a meaning in one’s life….He who has a why to live for can bear almost any how.”

E.  He is the Sustainer of creation (v. 17).  Kenneth Wuest writes, “Lightfoot translates; ‘hold together, cohere.’  He says; ‘He is the principle of cohesion in the universe.  He impresses upon creation that unity and solidarity which makes it a cosmos (an ordered system) instead of a chaos (an unformed mass).  Thus (to take one instance) the action of gravitation, which keeps in their places things fixed and regulates the motions of things moving, is an expression of His mind’.”  This is why the world is orderly and scientists can even study the world and observe the laws in it.  It is also why this world will not end by things such as global warming, nuclear war, etc. but we can look for the return of Christ to restore His creation and set up His Kingdom here.
3.  Jesus Christ is God the Creator who became a part of His creation (v. 15, 19).  Jesus left heaven and came to earth as part of His creation.  He added humanity to His deity and became fully God and fully man at the same time.  “He is the image of the invisible God” which means that He is God in bodily form.  He is the exact, physical, and visible, manifestation, representation, and revelation of God.  “All the fullness” of God dwells in Him according to verse 19.  When we see Jesus, we see God!  Colossians 2:9 says, “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”  A literal translation of that says, “For everything that is God is permanently housed in Jesus Christ in bodily form.”

God-Man

GOD
MAN

Creator
Part of Creation

Virgin Conception
Born of a Woman

2nd Advent (Rule and Reign)
Born in a Manger

Baptizes with the Spirit
Baptized by John

Law – Giver
Under the Law

Cattle on a Thousand Hills
No where to Lay His Head

Gives rest to Our Souls
Got tired

Calmed the Storm
Slept in the Boat

Dries away Our Tears
Wept

Living Water
Got Thirsty

Bread of Life
Got Hungry

Good Shepherd
Lamb of God (Sheep before His Slaughter)
God of all Comfort
Man of Sorrow and Grief

Supplies our Needs
Poor and Outcast

Faithful and True
Falsely Accused; Betrayed

All-knowing, Wisdom
Family thought He was crazy

All-present
Limited by time and space

Door of Salvation
Carpenter

Advocate, Intercessor, Mediator
Forsaken

Creator, Sustainer, Owner
Own Received Him Not

Lord of lord’s
Servant

King of kings
Meek and humble

High Priest
Prayed

Was Worshipped
Went to the Temple

Unchanging
Grew in wisdom, stature & favor with God &man
Alpha and Omega
Lived 33 Years

Cursed Sin
Became a Curse

Great Physician
Knew intense Pain

Atoning Death
Criminal’s Death

All-Powerful
Too Weak to Carry His Cross

Many Crowns
Crown of Thorns

Rose Again
Died

Holy
Became Sin for Us

Light of the World
Died in Darkness

Never Leave or Forsake Us
Loneliness

Knew no Sin
Became sin for Us

Clothed in Glory
Wrapped in swaddling clothes


Wore Common man’s clothes


Was crucified Naked
4.  Jesus Christ is God the Creator who became a part of His creation in order to die for and redeem His fallen creation.  Verses 19 and 20 say, “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.”


What an incredible truth!  The God who made us became one of us in a sense.  The creation rebelled against the Creator and the Creator loved us enough to come into His creation and humble Himself to the point of death on the cross!  He died for the rebels so that they could be reconciled to their Creator.  That is the grace of God!  His death also redeemed the creation according to Romans 8 so this earth that has been corrupted will someday be restored to the Paradise that God created it to be.  
We are created in His image through creation, and we become His children through redemption.  What a God!
Conclusion:

Where did we come from?  I am not an accident or a freak or nature.  I am not a monkey’s uncle or the result of the evolutionary process that goes back to some primordial ooze.  I came through the intelligent design of a perfect Creator.  I am here simply because God wanted me to be here.  I am in this place in this time (Acts 17) because of God’s sovereign will.  My purpose is to serve God in my generation (Acts 13:36).

Who are we?  We are the greatest and highest creation of God.  We are made in His image.  We are created for a relationship with God.  We have dignity, value, and purpose simply because of this fact.  We have been given dominion over the rest of His creation.

What am I worth?  Well, I believe that if God placed a price tag on us, it would say, 
“J-E-S-U-S.”
Why are we here?  We are here to live for Jesus Christ.  We are here to glorify Him and do His will.  He has a purpose for our lives that gives meaning and satisfaction to our lives.  We don’t have to wander around aimlessly trying to figure it all out because He has revealed His Truth to us.  We especially know our purpose-which is to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ!

Is there a God?  Absolutely!  Christ has revealed Him to us!

Can we know God?  Once again, the answer is absolutely because Christ has made the way open into His presence.

Can we have hope?  Yes, we can because Christ created us and died to redeem us.  He has a plan for us.  His ultimate plan is to take us to heaven to enjoy Him in His paradise forever.

The answer is Jesus Christ!
“Who Am I?”

Genesis 1:26-31

Introduction:  We hear a lot of talk in our culture today regarding self-worth, self-esteem, and self-image.  Each of us does have a self-image.  A self-image is the way we look at ourselves.  It is what we believe about ourselves.  However, I believe that we cannot correctly define our image apart from God because we are made in His image.  A healthy self-image is seeing ourselves as God sees us, nothing more and nothing less.  We dishonor God by pridefully thinking too highly of ourselves.  However, we also dishonor God by thinking too lowly of ourselves and demeaning the way He has made us and what He has done for us in Christ.  In other words, the only way to correctly see and understand ourselves is by knowing and believing what God says about us.


So, “Who am I?”  Or, more precisely, “Who does God say that I am?”  God says that we are His special creation who acts as His representatives on the earth.  We are made in His image.  Because of that fact, every person is a special person who is loved by God.  We have worth, dignity, and value simply because of that fact.  However, we are fallen creatures because of sin.  The image of God within us has been marred and distorted by our sinfulness.  However, God loves us so much that He gave His Son to die for us so that we can be restored to Him and receive a new nature.  Ultimately, the curse of the fall will be reversed, and those who know Christ will be permanently restored to the image of God in heaven.  God is an incredibly gracious God.


We correctly define ourselves by defining ourselves in God.  We are special because of Him.  We are nothing without Him.  We need a balanced view of ourselves.  Larry Crabb writes, “Man arrives as a special creation whose specialness depends on the fact that he bears God’s image.”  He also says, “People are fallen image-bearers.”  Man is “one who is marked by both dignity (the image) and depravity (the fall).”  Let’s examine this in detail from Genesis 1:26-31:
I.  The Creation of People in the Image of God (v. 26)

A.  We are created with deliberation.


B.  We are created with a special design.  We are created by God in His likeness.  Also, we are created as male and female (v. 27) which means that men and women are equal but unique and distinct from one another.

C.  We are created for dominion.

II. The Content of the Image of God in People

A. Resemblance-We are like God and distinct from animals in some significant ways.  Larry Crabb lists four.  We are:
1. personal beings who long deeply

2. rational beings who think

3. volitional beings who choose

4. emotional beings who feel

B. Relationship-We are created for a relationship with God and with other people.

C. Rulership-We are God’s agents who were given dominion over the earth.

III. The Corruption of the Image of God in People (Genesis 3)


Mankind has sinned.  Sin changed us, and it changed this world.  God still loves us, but we are depraved and living in rebellion against Him.  Our sins separates us from God (Isaiah 59:2).  The image of God in us has been marred and distorted.  However, we still retain the image of God (Gen. 9:6, James 3:9).  Yet, we are not what God created us to be.

IV. The Correction of the Image of God in People (Gen. 3:15)


Christ, the Son of God, came and died for us so that we can be reconciled to God.  In Christ, we have a new nature.  The Spirit of God lives within us.  We regain the capacity to relate to God and please God.  Sanctification, or spiritual growth, is the process of becoming conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).  That is God’s will for our lives.  Ultimately, this will be perfectly accomplished in heaven.  God is a gracious God to create and then redeem us.
Chapter 2 and 3

The Choice and The Deadly Disease

Chapter 2 “The Choice”

Suggested reading- Genesis chapters 2 and 3 and Isaiah 14:12-15

Suggested memory verse- Genesis 2:16-17

The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”

Chapter 3 “The Deadly Disease”

Suggested reading- Genesis chapter 3

Suggested memory verse- Genesis 3:15

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed, He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.”
Discussion Questions:

1.  Can we truly love/obey God without the choice to also not love and disobey Him?

2.  How does this Scripture relate to the issue of suffering in the world?

3.  Are there always consequences to the choices that we make?

4.  Are we always responsible for our choices or can we blame some of them on our environment?

5.  Are ideas such as the New Age movement and humanism really new or can they be traced back to Satan’s lie in the Garden of Eden?

6. Is it possible to focus too much or too little on Satan’s working in the world?

7.  Are angels and demons active in the world today?  If so, how?

8.  What are some common patterns to Satan’s temptations in your life and how do you deal with it?

9.  What does the armor of God mean and how do we put it on in our lives?

10.  Are we sinners because we sin or do we sin because we are sinners?

11. What are some of the practical implications of the fact that we are born with a sin nature?  How does it relate to:  Salvation?  Parenting?  Education?  Society?

12.  Can we do anything to contribute to our salvation?

(I)  Overview


We are moving this week into another crucial part of God’s story in His dealings with mankind.  We saw last week that God made this world in six days with the climax being the creation of man and woman in His image.
 The Garden of Eden was a perfect place to live.  There was no disease or death.  Life was perfect.  It was paradise.  Adam and Eve had the freedom to eat anything they chose to, except for one tree.  It was called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  God created man with the ability to choose.  This was important to God due to the fact that God wants us to choose to love Him.  Love is a choice that one has to make.  If you take a gun and put it to a person’s head and tell them to talk and act like they love you, they probably will.  Yet this is not true love.  In true love there has to be a choice to love or not to love.  Love is not love if it is forced upon someone.


Adam and Eve made the choice to disobey God.  They sinned and were separated from God.  This is called the Fall.  Humanity fell from its innocence through listening to the temptation of a fallen angel, originally known as Lucifer, but now called Satan.  Lucifer was the most beautiful and powerful of all the angels.  Just as man had a choice, so did Lucifer.  Lucifer allowed pride to come into his heart.  He wanted to be  god and not worship the true God.  So he led a revolt against God with many angels following him (see Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28, and Revelation 12).  Lucifer and all of those who followed him were cast out due to their rejection of God.  Lucifer is known as Satan, which means adversary. 

Suffering and death came into the world as a result of sin.  Death means separation.  Spiritual death is the separation of not having a relationship with God.  Physical death is the separation of the body and soul.  Eternal death is permanent separation from God in hell.  Sin and spiritual death are passed down from Adam.  We are born with a sin nature and born spiritually dead.  Romans 5:12 says, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.”  We also choose to sin.


There were also consequences to Adam and Eve’s choice.  In fact, there were severe consequences.  I believe that the moment the fall occurred was the most awful moment in human history.  They went from perfect to imperfect.  They went from life to death.  Guilt, shame, fear, and death became part of their lives.  Their fellowship with God was broken, they were separated from God.  Their fellowship with one another was also broken as they began to blame one another.  Every problem we have in the world can ultimately be traced back to this moment.  God did not create suffering, but it was brought into the world through man’s sinful rebellion.  God was gracious in that He did not immediately kill them physically.  However, He did pronounce a curse upon everyone involved in this event (see 3:14-19).


Yet, God is wonderfully gracious.  He did not kill them but gave them another chance.  Even more importantly, He provided a covering for them (3:21).  It is a picture of Christ’ substitutionary atonement and salvation by grace.

(II) Satan

There is constant spiritual warfare going on between the powers of light and the powers of darkness.  Whether we realize it or not (and I doubt if any of us fully realize how serious it is), Satan’s two great desires are to (1) prevent people from coming to know Christ and (2) dragging down those who do know Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Satan’s desire is to destroy us, and His method is destruction.  Satan is constantly placing obstacles in our way in hope of us straying from God’s path for our lives.  If you do not know Christ as Lord and Savior, you need to realize that Satan is your spiritual father (John 8:44) and wants to drag you to his final destination with him.  That destination is HELL.  You need to come to a personal relationship with God through faith in His Son Jesus (John 3:16) so that you will have life and have it more abundantly (John 10: 10).  As Christians we need to realize that we are commanded by God to, “Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).  Submit means to “put under control”.  Resist means, “to stand against”.  Flee means “to run away”.  In other words, if we put ourselves under God’s control and stand against Satan, he will run away from us.  He will attack again some other time, but we have still won a victory.  

A.  A Description of Satan
(1) “He is a liar, and the father of lies” (John 8:44).

(2) “The serpent (Satan) was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made” (Genesis 3:1).

(3) Satan is a deceiver.  He can even transform himself “into an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:4) in order to deceive us.

(4) Satan is a murderer.  (John 8:44)

(5) He is more powerful than anyone except God so it is impossible for us to overcome him in our own power.

(6) Satan is against God, but can never overcome God.  

(7) Satan was created and has limitations since he was created.

(8) Satan can not harm anyone or do anything that belongs to God without God’s permission.

(9) Satan cannot read your mind or force you to do anything that you do not want to do.  

(10) Satan will be judged for his actions one day.

(B) Satan’s Part in Temptation- Genesis 3:1-6
1. He questions what God says (v.1).  He wants us to consider the sin so he uses friends, false teachers, society’s low standards, stars (actors, musicians, athletes, etc.) to make us wonder if the sin is really wrong with God since so many people are saying it is all right.

2. He twists what God says. (v. 2-4)  Just as he did with Eve, he with Eve, he wants to take God’s commands and water them down or twist them so that we do things that are wrong in God’s eyes and think we’re not doing anything wrong.

3. He tries to make us think we’re something we’re really not (v.5).  The New Age and Humanist religions are based on the idea that man is god.  Many people think this is a new idea.  However, this is really the same old LIE that Satan used all the way back in the garden.  This lie deceives many people though.  We may not think we are god, but Satan still deceives us sometimes because we act like we know more than God, or we act like nothing can hurt us, or we think we can do whatever we want because we are saved.

4. He makes sin look good. (v.6)  Hebrews 11:25 tells us that sin is pleasurable for a little while.  Satan uses this to create an illusion that destroys millions.  He will show us the outside of something that looks great, but the inside is nasty (like biting into a beautiful apple and ending up with a worm in your mouth).  Satan wants us to see the pleasure of sex instead of the horror of AIDS, the high of drugs instead of the wasted life, the being “cool” of drinking instead of the body in the morgue, the enjoyment of making fun of somebody instead of the pain of hurting them, the “freedom” in rebelling against your parents instead of the bondage to sin and searing of your conscience that it brings.  We as Christians think that we can handle things so we play around with Satan, but if we look at sin long enough it will start looking good, and we will eventually get burned by it.

(III) Angels and Demons


Angels are spirit beings who were created by God even before the creation of this world (Job 38:7).  They are immortal, which means they will exist forever from the point they were created.  Here are some of the functions that the Bible gives for angels:

1. Their primary function seems to be praising and worshipping God (Isaiah 6:1-6, Revelation 4-5).

2. Angels serve as God’s messengers (Genesis 22:11, Judges 13:3-5, Zechariah 1-6, Luke 1:11-20, Luke 2:8-14).

3. Angels are “ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1:14).  They protect and help God’s children (Genesis 19:15-17, Exodus 23:20-23, 1 Kings 19:5, Matthew 18:10, Acts 12:7-11).

4. Angels were also witnesses at God’s great acts such as creation and redemption (Job 38:7, Galatians 3:19, Hebrews 2:2, 1 Peter 1:10-12).

5. Angels serve as God’s agents in announcing and carrying out divine judgment (Genesis 19:12-13, 2 Samuel 24:16, 2 Chronicles 32:21, Isaiah 37:36, 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8, Revelation 8:5-9:15 and many other passages in Revelation).

Demons are fallen angels.  Revelation 12:4 suggests that a third of the angels participated with Satan in his rebellion against God and fell along with him (see also Jude 6).  Their ultimate destiny is hell along with Satan (Matthew 25:41).  The Bible refers to them as evil and unclean spirits.  They are Satan’s henchmen in wreaking havoc in this world and in people’s lives.  They are agents of evil.  Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
(IV) Triumphing Over Temptation (Genesis 3)

Each of us is faced with many temptations.  Temptation is the desire or enticement to do something wrong. It is not a sin to be tempted but a sin to give in to the temptation and disobey God by doing what we want to do instead of what He tells us to do.  However, God will enable us to overcome temptation instead of being overcome by it.  1 Corinthians 10:13 says, “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you many be able to bear it.”   He wants us to triumph over temptation.  We can Triumph Over Temptation by:

I) Understanding The Author Of Temptation (v. 1)  The serpent is really Satan in disguise (Revelation 12:9).  In Hebrew, the word, “snake,” literally means “shining one” so the snake was probably a beautiful creature unlike what we think of today.  Satan is a liar and a deceiver which makes temptation appealing.  Satan was originally Lucifer, the highest of the angels, until he in his pride and desire to usurp God’s authority rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven.  His desire now is to oppose God by destroying people (John 10:10).  His method for doing this is deception (John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 4:4, 11:14).  However, this does not give us an excuse to blame sin on the devil because the Bible teaches us that we are tempted when we are led away by our own desires (James 1:13).

(II) Analyzing The Anatomy Of Temptation (v. 1-6)

A. Satan tempts us by:

1. Questioning God’s Word

2. Denying God’s Word

3. Distorting God’s Word by Demeaning God’s Character
B. Satan Tempts Us To:

1. Doubt God

2. Do things in a self-centered way
3. Disobey God
C. Satan Tempts Us Through:  (See 1 John 2:16)

1. Physical Appetites

2. Sensual Nature
3. Pride
 (III) Realizing The Aftermath Of Temptation (v. 6-19)

A. Drag someone else down with us

B. Lose Innocence

C. Guilt and Shame

D. Attempt to cover our sin

E. Hide from God

F. Blame others

G. Find ourselves in bondage (John 8:34)
H. Experience God’s judgment

I. Death (Romans 6:23, Galatians 6:7-8)
(IV) Applying The Answers To Temptation (v. 20-24)

A. Receive Forgiveness Through God’s Grace and Christ’s Atoning Sacrifice- Verse 21 is a foreshadowing and picture of the cross.  Human works (pictured by Adam and Eve attempting to cover themselves with fig leaves) are insufficient.  God must cover us with His righteousness.  God is gracious and He made a blood sacrifice (picture of Christ dying on the cross).  He sacrificed an innocent animal in the place of guilty human beings (a picture of the substitutionary atonement of Christ).  We have all given in to temptation and sinned (Romans 3:23).  Christ is the only way to forgiveness and new life.  God is calling each one of us to receive Him by repenting of sin, trusting Christ, and confessing His as Lord.
B. Take Steps To Overcome Temptation

1. Refuse to follow Eve’s pattern (Don’t listen to Satan’s lies, don’t question God’s Word)
2. Consider the consequences

3. Flee temptation (2 Timothy 2:22) 
4. Resist Satan (James 4:7)
5. Put on the armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-17)
6. Use God’s Word (Matthew 4:1-11)
7. Pray (Ephesians 6:18)
8. Live consistently in the control of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26)
(V) Sin
Sin literally means to “miss the mark”.  “All unrighteousness is sin” (1 John 5:17).  “Sin is a transgression (violation) of the law” (1 John 3:4).  Basically, any thought, attitude, or action that is displeasing to God and failure to do what He has told us to do is sin.  Sin is living for ourselves and rebelling against God by pridefully doing what we want to do.  It is going our own way instead of God’s way.  It is putting ourselves in God’s place with those who are created controlling ourselves instead of the Creator.  The Bible says that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23) and that the “wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).
(VI) Salvation

Sin always has consequences.  However, God is a gracious God.  Both of those facts are clearly pictured in Genesis 3.  God must deal with sin because He is a holy God who is the judge of this universe.  He deals with sin by pronouncing the curses.  However, we also see him bringing salvation.  Verse 15 is the first prophecy of the coming Deliverer in the Bible and verse 22 is the first picture of that Deliverer’s death for our sins.  Remember that Jesus is “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8).


3:15 is a prophecy of the virgin birth of Christ because it refers to “her Seed.”  Of course, biologically, the seed belongs to the male.  This verse is also a prophecy of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ through which His heel was bruised but Satan’s head was bruised.  God always had a plan so there is hope for humanity despite our sin.


Also, verse 22 is a picture of Christ’s death upon the cross.  It is a picture of substitutionary atonement.  God slew an innocent animal to provide a covering for Adam and Eve.  Salvation can only come through a blood sacrifice (Hebrews 9:22).  It pictures the death of the innocent for those who are guilty.  Of course, that is what happened on the cross.


This also illustrates the fact that we cannot save ourselves.  Adam and Eve made themselves a covering of fig leaves.  However, this was an insufficient covering.  It shows that our works are not enough.  There must be a blood sacrifice.  Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, least anyone should boast.”

(VII) Fighting Spiritual Warfare

The Bible teaches us that Satan wants to destroy each and every one of us.  He hates and opposes those who know God.  Thus, whether or not we realize it and whether or not we want to be, we are locked in a cosmic conflict with the devil.   Let’s examine this battle and how we can win it, according to Ephesians 6:10-18.

(1) Our Energy For The Battle (v. 10)

A. Salvation-“My brethren” means that Christians are being referred to.  Only believers can withstand the devil.

B. The Lord’s Strength and Power

C. The Holy Spirit (v. 18)

(2) Our Enemy In The Battle (v. 11-12)

A. The devil

B. The demonic (principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this age, spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places)

(3) Our Equipment For The Battle (v. 13-17)

A. Gird our waists with truth

B. Breastplate of righteousness

C. Feet shod with the Gospel of peace

D. Shield of faith

E. Helmet of salvation

F. Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God

G. Prayer

Chapter 4

Prelude To A Promise

Chapter 4 “Prelude to a Promise”

Suggested reading- Genesis Ch.4-11
Suggested memory verse- 

This is a very interesting story, maybe the most famous of the whole Bible.  The time of this story is several years, several generations since Adam and Eve.  Genesis chapter 5 records the genealogy from Adam until this time.  

Discussion:  How could a loving God kill all the people on the earth?

Give some time to discuss this issue.

Answer:  God is more than just love, that is one portion of His nature.  Just like with Adam and Eve God cannot tolerate sin, He deplores it.  Not from individuals or from a group of people.  The times had become very wicked and would not even acknowledge God.  God has to do deal with man’s sin.  So God warns Noah, a man who is not perfect, but believed and trusted in God.  The amazing thing about what God tells Noah is that fact that it had likely never rained on the earth yet.  Until this time the water sprang up from the ground and provided nourishment for the land.  Proof of this would be found in the fact that every other plant in our solar system as a water canopy around the outside of these planets.  The only one that lacks this is now the earth.  Somehow God probably made the water canopy burst causing water to fall from the sky for the first time.  So you see for Noah to believe what God was saying to a great amount of faith.  A simple definition of faith is trust of confidence.  Noah had much trust and confidence in who God was and in what He said.  

So God brought the rain to destroy the sin that was in the world.  Should God have given the people of the earth a second chance?

Most likely God did give them more chances, and any chance is more than a man who turns his back on God deserves.  Yet during the time everyone in the area, would have known about Noah who was building a huge thing.  Noah would have spoke about what God would have told him.  The length of time that it would have taken to build this ark would have been substantial.  Taking all of these things into account God would have given time to turn from their sin and believe what He was saying.  

Why would Noah find favor in God’s eyes?

Noah was a person who was not perfect, yet he believed and trusted in God.  There is no man who has lived, until that point, who was perfect.  Yet the thing that separated Noah from the rest of humanity was his trust in God and his desire to be obedient to what God was doing.  

What is the most amazing thing about this story and what can we learn about God through this?

The most amazing thing about the story is the fact that God does show mercy to a group of people who do not deserve it.  We also can learn that God will deal with sin on every level. 

One more point about the great flood that God brought.  Almost every culture and group of people have a tradition of a great flood that came and wiped out most of mankind.  This is further proof that this was a true event and not a fictional story.  God also makes a promise to Noah that He will never destroy the earth with water again.  This promise is cemented when God puts a rainbow in the sky to remind Noah and us of His promise and His faithfulness to it.

The Tower of Babel is another famous story in the Bible.  Once again we have a group of people who disobey God.  And once again we have God in a situation of having to deal with sin.  And like always God deals with the sin problem.  This is where all the multiple languages of the world come from.  It was a judgment upon the sin and disobedience of people.  

What have you learned from these two stories?

What is your view of God and His character after studying these two stories?

Chapter 5

Blessed To Be A Blessing

Faith And Obedience

Genesis 12:1-4

Introduction:  I read the results of a George Barna survey that just astounded me.  He asked people who claimed to be born again Christians the following question:  “Do you seek God’s will when making an important decision in your life?”  Incredibly, only 10% of the respondents said that they sought the will of God when making a decision.  No wonder Christians often feel confused or feel as though their lives are not very exciting, fruitful, or productive.


Do you ever feel that way?  Do you ever feel like you are stuck in a rut?  Is it the same old, same old routine every day?  Are you sick and tired of being sick and tired?  Do you feel like your life is not counting for a lot?


How can we get out of the rut?  How can we move forward, do God’s will, and receive His blessing?  The key is faith and obedience.  Let’s look at Abraham’s example and discern the principles for living by faith and obedience.
(I) God speaks to His children (v.1).


Verse 1 says, “Now the Lord had said to Abram.”  How does God speak to us today?

1. Scripture-This is God’s primary method of speaking to us.  God has already spoken in His Word, and we are required to obey it.  Also, when God speaks by His Spirit, He always speaks in accordance with and not contrary to Scripture.  He cannot contradict Himself.  Therefore, the key to discerning God’s will is to test it by the Bible.

2. The Holy Spirit-We are indwelled by the Spirit of God, and He communicates with us-especially when we pray.  The Spirit takes the general principles and commands of Scripture and specifically applies them to our lives.  He supplies the “how” to the “what.”

3. Circumstances-This is overrated by many people, in my opinion, but God does sometimes use circumstances to guide us in particular directions.

4. Other believers-Proverbs 24:6b says, “And in a multitude of counselors there is safety.”  We should always get godly counsel before making a major decision.

(II) When God speaks, we have an obligation to adjust our lives to obey Him.


God gave Abraham a command.  He told him to “get out of your country from your family, and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.”  We are under the Lord’s authority so we do have an obligation to obey Him.  Really, our only choices are obedience and disobedience.  It is impossible to go with God and stay the same.  We must listen to Him and do what He says if we want to experience His blessing upon our lives.

(III) However, our obedience is produced by faith.

Abraham went because he trusted God.  Hebrews 11:8 makes this clear when it says, “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance.  And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”  Talk is cheap.  We do what we believe and believe what we do.  Our actions are the revealer of our faith.  Faith is taking God at His Word and acting on it.  That is what Abraham did.  He trusted and obeyed.

(IV) Faith is based on the promises of God.


We obey commands, but the power comes from the promises.  The principle is that where God guides-He provides.  God gave Abraham a command, but He also gave Abraham six promises to go along with it.  Abraham obeyed the command because he trusted God to fulfill the promises.  We should have faith in God because He is faithful.  We should trust God because He is trustworthy.  This applies to us today as well because we can take the promises of God to the bank, and thus, build our lives on them.  

(V) Our future success is determined by our present obedience.


Abraham was successful because he trusted and obeyed God.  He took God at His Word and acted on it.  God told Abraham to do something in the present tense promised that He would do something for Abraham in the future.  Abraham was blessed with God’s planned future because he obeyed and God’s plan was fulfilled.  God certainly did not give him all the details in advance so he had to trust God in order for God’s plan for his future to be fulfilled.  Faith definitely is not always logical, but I would rather get out on a limb of faith instead of just sitting on my hands and wasting my life.  If we can do it ourselves, we don’t need God.  Faith is risky.  However, it is the only way to successfully live the Christian life because we can’t please God without it (Hebrews 11:6).

Conclusion:  Will we trust God and live in obedience to Him so His plan can be accomplished in our lives and we can be blessed and successful?

“WHY SURRENDER”
Genesis 22

If you would turn to the first book of the Bible, Genesis 22, that is going to be our main text this morning.  But if you would also turn and maybe stick something in there to mark this place so that you don’t have to find it later in Hebrews 11, Hebrews is very close to the end of the Bible.  Hebrews 11 because we are going to look at that passage in order to help us explain the passage in Genesis 22.  

We talked about the first week, we talked about the fact that in order to really live, the paradox is that we have to die.  We talked about the second week that in order to really be strong, in order to really be blessed, we have to be broken before the Lord.  As we talk about surrendering our lives to God, this morning, what we are going to talk about is “Why Surrender” to Him?  “Why Surrender” to the Lord?  I believe the answer to that question that we are going to look at this morning, “Why Surrender” to God?  Three reasons really, because God is totally trustworthy, because he deserves and demands our surrender, and because it is what is best for us.  We will unpack that as we go.

You know, when we think about faith and we think about trusting God, you know, a lot of people say that faith is unnecessary.  They say, you know, I am not going to trust God.  I don’t need to have faith.  I can handle things myself.  But, you know, to say that faith is unnecessary, to me is somewhat of a silly statement.  Think about all the times we exercise faith in our daily lives and we don’t even think about it.  You know, in a sense when you sat down in that chair, you have exercised faith.  You exercise faith in the sense that what you were subconsciously doing is you were saying, I believe this chair will hold me up.  You exercise faith driving here this morning.  When you go through a four-way intersection, and there are other cars there, in a sense, you are trusting that those other cars are going to obey the law and stop.  When you started your car this morning you trusted that it would start.  You trusted, in a sense that you would get here safely.  When you go to a restaurant, you are trusting that you are not going to get food poisoning from eating that meal.  When you go to a doctor, you are trusting that they are going to give the proper diagnosis.  When you go to a pharmacist, you are trusting and occasionally maybe misguided that they are giving you the proper medicine.  We exercise faith all the time and we don’t even think about it.  But then we say we cannot trust God.  It is an affront to God.  See more than anything, God wants us to trust Him.  The Bible 

says, “without faith it is impossible to please God”.  See, the key to faith is not how much faith you have it is the object of your faith.  

Something else as we talk about surrender and we talk about control, we have a whole lot less control over our lives than we really think that we do.  Have you ever thought about that?  You know, a lot of times we think we are masters of our own domain.  And, you know, we are going to create our future, we are going to be successful, we are going to do what we want to do.  But, you know, I don’t have any control over the fact that I woke up this morning.  I could have died in the night.  I could have never, I don’t have any guarantee that I am going to take my next breath.  I can say that I am going to do all these things over the next several years of my life, but I could have a heart attack tomorrow.  I could die in a car wreck today.  We may think that we are in control, but we are really not.  God wants us to understand that He is the one who is really in control.  He wants us to trust Him and he wants us to be surrendered to Him.  I believe that the greatest example of faith and surrender in all the pages of God’s Word, other than the Lord Jesus, Himself, is Abraham.

Abraham and Isaac, a familiar story in Genesis 22.  It says “now it came to pass after these things”.  What things?  Now, we are going to look at that in a minute.  “God tested Abraham and said to him, ‘Abraham’ and he said, ‘Here I am’.”  “And then he said, ‘Take now your son, you only son Isaac, whom you love and go to the land of Moriah’, about a fifty mile journey from where he was, ‘and offer him there as burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you’.”  Now let’s stop there for a moment before we walk through this story.

It says there “Now it came to pass after these things that God tested him”.  Now, to really understand this story, we need to go back and talk about what things.  Look back with me, if you would, in Genesis 12.  Genesis 12:1 says the “The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Get out of your country, from your family, and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you.  I will make you a great nation.  I will bless you and make your name great and you shall be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you and I will curse him who curses you.  And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’  So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him”.  I don’t know if you guys remember this or not but this was the very first message I ever shared with CORE Group of this church and I hope that it has set the foundation for a lot of things that we have done.  But, you know, what the Bible really teaches us there, it teaches us that our future success is determined by our present obedience.  Our future success is determined by our present obedience.  God gave Abraham a command, He said, “Get out of your country and go from you family and go to a land that I will show you”.  He didn’t even tell him where he was to go but he said do what I tell you to do and I am going to give you these promises and these
are the things that I am going to do for you.  The Bible says that Abraham departed as the Lord told him.  Abraham began a journey with God by the fact that he trusted the Lord and he responded in obedience to what God had told him to do.  Now, as he began this journey there were some ups and downs on the journey.  Like many of us, Abraham took some detours.  He didn’t always obey God.  He told a couple of half-truths in there.  He really messed up when he listened to his wife and in a moment of doubt they, uh, you know, decided to not follow God’s plan and Abraham had sex with Hagaar and Ishmael came and we are still reaping the consequences of that today.  Because that is where the whole Arab/Israel conflict can be traced to.  But here, and for the most part, Abraham trusted God.  So Abraham sat out on this journey.  In Chapter 13 you see Abraham inherited Canaan.  And Lot went with him and they split and Lot got into trouble and Abraham had to come and rescue him and they won the first war that his recorded in the Bible in Genesis 14.  But then we come to Genesis Chapter 15.  Absolutely key to understanding Genesis 22, really absolutely key to understanding the whole Bible.

It says, “after these things the Word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision saying, ‘Do not be afraid Abram, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward’.  But Abram said, ‘Lord God, what will you give me seeing I go childless and the heir of my house is Eleazar of Damascus,” one of his servants.  Do you understand Abram’s question?  He is saying, Lord you gave me this promise that a great nation is going to be descended through me, but God there is one little problem, for me to start a great nation, I got to start with one and you haven’t given me any kids.  And Abraham is an old fellow by this time and, uh, there past child bearing age, uh, or, Sarah is, at least.  And, and, it says, verse 2 says “Lord, God,”, well we read verse 2, I’m sorry, verse 3 says, “Abram says look you have given me no offspring, indeed one born in my house is my heir.”  “Behold the Word of the Lord came to him saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, not  your servant, but one who will come from our own body’.”  God’s promise to him shall be your heir. “ And then he brought him outside and said, ‘Look now toward heaven and count the stars if you are able to number them and he said to him, so shall your descendants be’.”  Notice verse 6, key verse in all the Bible, one of them, he says that “he believed in the Lord and he accounted it to him for righteousness.”  At that moment Abraham was saved!  He trusted God!  He that, it was settled with God, right there.  The Bible says that God accounted it, he imputed it, He placed it to Abrams account for righteousness.

Now, have you ever heard somebody teach that in the Old Testament the people were saved by keeping the law?  Ever heard people teach that?  I have.  Is that what the Bible says.  People have always been saved only one way, by faith.  There wasn’t even a law given at this time.  The Bible tells us in Galatians 3 that the purpose of the law was not to save us, but to show us our need for a Savior.  The law can’t save us.  Salvation has always been by faith.  In the Old Testament they were saved by trusting in God based on the light, the revelation they had, looking forward to the Cross.  The Bible also says in

Galatians that, that, the Gospel was preached to Abraham beforehand.  I believe that what happened with Isaac, the fact, the fact of the Gospel, a picture of substitutionary atonement, the fact that the Son of God will be provided as the Lamb of God was preached to Abraham.  He saw that ahead of time.  We are saved by looking back to the Cross.  We have the full revelation of God now in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are saved by trusting in Christ and what he did for us on the Cross, but salvation is by faith.  Understand that and understand as we read Genesis 22, and as we look at this test that Abraham believed God, he was righteous at this point because God had made him righteous through his faith. 

Now, bear with me, we are going to put some of these things together and to me, if you really get all this, it is one of the most powerful passages in all the Bible.  So, Abraham trusted God and like I said, they got sidetracked, if you look in Genesis Chapter 16.  Ishmael was born.  Over in  Chapter 18, uh, you know, that is when Isaac, it is recorded Isaac being conceived.  And then at the end of 18, Chapter 19, you have the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and then in Chapter 20 and Chapter 21, Isaac is born and God’s promise to Abraham is reaffirmed.  In Chapter 21:12, at the last part of it, God says to him, once again, that in Isaac your seed shall be called.  But, then we come to Chapter 22, and God says that he is going to test Abraham.  And if you think about it, the reason it was a test is because (1) it defied logic, (2) it demanded that Abraham’s will be broken and that he surrender up, in a sense, everything that he had to God.

Think about it.  God has said to Abraham, I am going to make you a great nation, I am going to give you innumerable descendants as the stars of the sky.  But it is through Isaac that your seed is going to be called, not Ishmael that those descendants are going to come.  But Isaac before he has ever married, before he has ever borne children, God says to Abraham, take him and sacrifice him.  Doesn’t make any sense does it?  You know what folks, God is not always logical.  You know, that bothers me sometimes, I like logic.  Just ask Robin.  I like, you know, everything neat and together.  You can analyze it, compartmentalize it, put everything together.  But folks, life doesn’t always work that way.  I like what Warren Weirsbe says and it is a lesson we need to learn.  “We don’t live on explanations, we live on promises.”  If you want to endure the testings and the trials of life, we have to learn to live based on the promises of God and not own human intellect and reasoning and trying to figure everything out.

See, I used to think that faith was getting some evidence and believing based on the evidence.  See, faith is not illogical,  it just goes beyond knowledge.  Faith is supernatural though, it is a gift from God.  It is a divinely imparted conviction within your soul.  Read Hebrews 11:1-2.  Of the truth of God’s Word, it is claiming God’s promises.  And what we are going to see is that is what Abraham did.  But it says here that God tested him.

Have you ever been tested in your life?  Some of you are being tested right now.  I believe in life we are either in a storm, we are coming out of a storm, or we are heading into a storm.  It is they way life works in a fallen, in a sinful world.  All of us face problems and difficulties.  There is different reasons that we have trials, sometimes it is because of our sin and our disobedience and our mess-ups.  We create a lot of problems for ourselves.  Amen.  Let’s be honest.  We do.  We create our own trials a lot of times.  Sometimes we go through trials because of other people’s sin.  Sometimes other people hurt us, they wrong us.  Maybe some of you sitting here this morning, you are hurting because of something someone else has done.  But, you know, the Bible teaches us too that sometimes God, Himself, will send us tests.  Read John 9:1-3.  There was, uh, uh, a young man who was born blind from birth and the disciples asked, “Why”?  “Has he sinned or his parents sinned, and Jesus said, neither but that the works of God, the Glory of God may be revealed in him.”

You see, I believe, in a sense, that everything that goes on in our lives, Satan is working to tempt us and to destroy us and to bring us down and God is working to grow us up and to bless us.  But, God does test us.  But you know something that is encouraging about our testing.  We don’t like to be tested, let’s be honest.  Anybody here just want to sign up and volunteer to go through a big test this week?  I don’t.  We like life to be a bed of roses, smooth sailing, easy and comfortable.  You know, we like our comfort zones, but God wants to get us out of our comfort zones.  Why?  Because the Bible says that “all things work together for good to those who love Him.”  You can bring good out of trials.  But, you know, in a sense, when God tests you, it is a compliment to you.  Because, if God is testing you it means that he is trying to grow you up.  And when God grows you up, it is to give you more responsibility and use you in a greater way in his kingdom.  The Bible says that he that is faithful in little things, God will make him ruler over much.  God always has a purpose in testing us.  Why does God test us?  Four reasons:  John 6:6 (1)  So that we will know that we have faith, so WE will know that we have faith, (2) so we will grow in our faith.  James 1:3 says that the reason that God tests us is to build endurance, so that we will mature.  You see you cannot endure without maturity and you cannot mature unless you learn to endure.  You cannot grown spiritually, fully without trials.  You cannot be the person that God wants you to be without trials and testings in your life because God uses those to refine and develop us.  You know the number one people that God doesn’t test, he doesn’t test those who don’t know Him.  The Bible says God chastens those that he loves, that he loves.  But, you know, you have to go through difficulties in order to get stronger.  Think about children for a minute.  I think back to our kids.  I, I think it was Jay.  I remember when babies are trying to learn to rollover, and you know, they are just starting to experiment with it and they are kind of rolling part of the way, and, and you want to help them.  You know of hate to see them struggle, as a parent, especially when you are a first time parent, you know, cause you just want to everything for your kids, most first time parents are nuts.  I was.  But, uh, you know, you 

just want to make everything okay for them.  I remember with Jay it just seemed like that for the longest time he would get to the point where he could get about half way over.  I guess it would be about, a little, about 49% of the way over, because, I guess if you get 50 on that your momentum will carry, gravity will take you the rest of the way, but it just seemed like you couldn’t quite make it over the top.  You know,  he tried to hard and he’s struggle, and, and I just, I hated to see it.  I just wanted to go over there and push him over.  But, you know, I didn’t.  And you know why?  Because that would not have helped him, that would have hurt him.  Because if I would have pushed him over he would have never developed the strength and the ability to do it on his own, which would have stunted his growth and development in other areas and it would have been unproductive.  Why does God let you go through trials?  To develop the strength to be the person you need to be to do other things for Him and to grown in a way, and to do the things that He wants you to do.  If he made everything easy for us, we would never grow and develop just like a baby would never grow and develop if you do everything for them.  So, He, He puts us through trials and testings so we will know, we will grow.

And then he does it so that others will see.  Here in Genesis 22 the angel of the Lord says, “Do not lay your hand on the lad”, verse 12, “or do anything to him for now I know that you fear God”.  The Bible tells us in James 2 that our faith is demonstrated by our works and then according to John 9:3 and 1 Peter 1:7, God is glorified in our trials when we go through them and we trust Him.  So we will know, so we will grown, so that others will see, so that God will be glorified.  So, Abraham, God was going to put him through a test.  Maybe you are in a test today and you can relate to him, but we can’t really relate to him.  God says to take your son and sacrifice him.  Now, that in and of itself right there, raises a question doesn’t it?  Uh, you know, well, now, is the God of the Bible the, the God that I supposedly believe in, is he a baby killer?  Is child sacrifice biblical?  Did Abraham think that, that was biblical.  You know, I have seen people argue there was a firestorm in the Southern Baptist Convention back in the early 70s.  It was a catalyst in, in the battle for the Bible and the change that occurred within the Southern Baptist Convention, a man by the name of G. Hinton Davies wrote a commentary, published by Broadman, uh, Books on Genesis in which he suggested, well he didn’t suggest he said that God didn’t really say to, to Abraham to take Isaac and sacrifice him, that Abraham was influenced by the pagan culture around him who did practice child sacrifice and that God did not really say that, that Abraham just thought that God said that.  Is that what happened?  Would God tell someone to kill a baby?  

Well, let’s read on.  I don’t want to give you answer, yet.  Verse 3, says “So, Abraham rose early in the morning.”  Now, think about that.  How did Abraham respond?  He responded with instant obedience.  With instant obedience.  Now, I am thinking, you know, if, if I hear something like this, I need to go see a shrink or something.  I am losing it.  God is not going to say, God, come on now?  You told me before that Isaac, you 

know, in him, you know, it is in him that my descendants are going to come through.  But now you tell me to kill him?  God,  you are not a murderer, this doesn’t make any sense, let me hear this again.  You now what, if you read in Hebrews 11, which we are going to read.  There is a word in there that says that Abraham concluded something and what it means in the Greek is that Abraham reasoned all this out.  And I don’t know exactly what he thought, I can speculate in my, hopefully, sanctified imagination, but what I know is biblically factual is Abraham turned this over and over in his mind and he tried to reason it out and figure it out and understand it.  And that is important.  That is important.  When you do that based on the Word of God.  But it says, he responded in instant obedience, says “he rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son and he split the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him”.  So God gave him specific instructions and Abraham responded in specific obedience.  You see to get what God has for us, we have to be were God tells us to be.  To get what God has for us, we have to be where God tells us to be.  If God’s place of provision in your life is right here, don’t expect that you can be over here doing your own thing, doing what you want to do and get what God has for you.  He responded in obedience.

As they began this journey, they took this trip, a three-day trip.  Like I said, about 50 miles.  And they would travel during the day and I can just almost imagine, in my mind’s eye, as they stopped there and they  got settled in for the night and the cooked a meal and they ate the meal and they got the animals situated and, uh, everyone went to sleep.  I can just imagine maybe Abraham walking a little bit outside, uh, the camp there on his own.  And I can just imagine him thinking about his son, his precious son, he was probably, at least, a teenager by this time, maybe a young man, and all the time they had spent together and maybe he was just the apple of  his eye and, how much, they, they, he loved him and how close they were, and, and he is thinking about his but at the same time through his mind, running this picture of laying him on an alter and plunging a knife into his heart and then I can just almost just imagine him at, at the same time gazing up on a star lit night and remembering God’s promise that his descendants would be as the stars in the heaven, and trying to put all that together, wrestling with God.  Maybe crying out to God, maybe weeping, trying to understand but at that same time, doing exactly what God told him to do.

And then finally on the third day, it says “Abraham lifted his eyes and he saw the place” the place that God had told them to go a far off.  And it says that Abraham said to his young men, “stay here with the donkey, the lad and I will go yonder and worship”  and then one of the greatest statements of faith you will ever read and “we will come back and worship”.  WE will come back and worship.  So, Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it no Isaac his son and he took the fire in his hand and a knife and the two of them went together.  But, Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My 

father” and he said, “Here I am, my son”.  Then he said, “Look the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  And Isaac must have had incredible faith in his father because he took his father’s word when Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering”.  That was Abraham’s faith.  “God will provide”.  

You see, we know that God doesn’t want somebody to be a murderer, God didn’t want Isaac dead, God wanted Abraham’s heart.  God didn’t want Isaac’s death he wanted Abraham’s heart.  That is what this is all about.  Don’t take it out of context.   People wrench things out of context.  It says that “then they came to the place of which God had told him and Abraham built an alter there and placed the wood in order and the bound Isaac his son and laid him upon the alter up on the wood and Abraham stretched out his had and took the knife to slay his son.  But, the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham’ so he said, ‘Here I am’ and he said ‘do not lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son from me’.  Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns so Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son and Abraham called the name of the Lord, or the name of the place, ‘the Lord will provide’.  Jehovah Gyra as it is said to this day, in the mount of the Lord, it shall be provided.  Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven and said, ‘by myself I have sworn says the Lord because you have done this thing and not withheld your son, your only son blessing I will bless you, multiplying I will multiply you, your decendants as the stars of the heavens and the sand which is in the seashore and your descendants shall possess the gates of their enemies and your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed because you have obeyed my voice.’”  So, just like Abraham said, he returned to his young men and they rose and went together to Beersheba and Abraham dwelt in Beersheba.

So, what happened, Abraham trusted God.  Abraham obeyed God and he took him to the place and even as he raised his hand to slay his son, God provided a lamb for the sacrifice.

Now, look at Hebrews 11, like we said that we would.  Because I want to try to bring this together.  And bring it into our lives and tie it together to help us understand what Abraham did and why that he did it.  And if you will get this, if you really get this, you will really understand what faith really is.  And you will understand what it means and why to surrender our lives to the Lord.  Notice Hebrews 11:17.  It says, first of all, “By faith Abraham”.  Now, if you will read Hebrews 11, you will find repeated over and over and over again throughout that chapter that little phrase “by faith”.  It is the Greek word, ?????, and it is something if you want to be technical called a dative of cause.  And what it means literally is by means of, is how it can be translated.  In other words, what it is 

saying, every time it says here, “by faith” it is saying that faith caused these people to take the action that they took.  That faith was the instrument that produced these actions within them.  That faith was the foundation and the cause and the motivation and the empowering for them to do what they did for God.  So it was by the means of faith, it was through faith, it was through Abraham’s trust that he passed up this test and he offered Isaac up to God.  It says “by faith Abraham when he was tested, he offered up Isaac”.  And that word, offered up, here in the context, if you read the book of Hebrews, refers to a sacrificial offering.  That is the picture of what Isaac was.  And it is in the perfect tense which indicates a completed action.  Get this, what it is saying is, in Abraham’s mind, in his will, in his heart, he gave Isaac away.  He gave him up, he offered him up.  Isaac was as good as dead because Abraham, “by faith” was going to obey God.  One commentator said there was a real offering in Abraham’s will but not a real death of Isaac.  In other words, Abraham took his hands off and said, God, I give him to you.  I offer him up to you.  Abraham at that moment as much as any one could surrender his will to God, surrendered to the Lord because even though God didn’t kill him, Abraham gave him up to be killed.  It says, “by faith Abraham when he was tested offered up Isaac and he who had received the promises”.  What promise?  Verse 18, of whom it was said “in Isaac your seed shall be called”, offered up his only begotten son.  

Now, I think I have talked about this before in another message but let me make this point, again, his only begotten son.  Let me ask you a question, was Isaac his only son?  Let me ask you another question?  Was Isaac even his firstborn son?  So, why does he use the phrase only begotten son?  Well it is the Greek word mono????, not the best translation of it, a better translation would be unique or one of a kind son.  See that is what Jesus Christ is.  He is the unique, one of a kind, Son of God.  He is the one, the Son of God by nature.  We are sons of God or daughters of God by adoption.  But see, what it is saying is that Isaac was the only begotten son, in a sense, he was a unique, one of kind, son of promise.  The one in whom his seed was going to be called.  And then in Verse 19, here is, remember that word concluding, here is the conclusion that Abraham came to as he wrestled with all this, “concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead from which he also received him” in a figurative sense.  In other words, Abraham expected to kill his son and even though there is not a recorded resurrection in history, at that point, by faith he expected God to raise him up from the dead.  Why did he come to that conclusion?  Get this and you understand faith.  He came to that conclusion because God had given him a promise.  He had a word from God that his descendants were going to be as innumerable as the stars of the sky, they were going to be descended through Isaac and he knew that God is a faithful God, a trustworthy God a God who doesn’t lie, a God who always keeps his promises and he knew that in Isaac his seed would be called and he knew that Isaac had to live so that even if he slayed him that God would raise him up from the dead.  So, what that means is, is that faith is taking God at his word and acting on it.
that God would keep his promise.  He received that promise, that word from God and based on that word from God and the word that he got to take him and sacrifice him, he

obeyed God because of his faith.  See, it didn’t make any sense to him, it didn’t make any sense to us, but God knows everything, he knows the end from the beginning and God knew what he was going to do and it made perfect sense to God, but if Abraham had lived his life based on his reasoning instead of based on the promises of God, he would have missed this great blessing that God had for him.  

Faith is not a feeling.  Faith is an action.  How do you know if you have faith?  I think that is an important question?  How do you know if you have faith?  A lot of people think that it is some kind of feeling that comes over you.  You know, boy, I am trusting God, I feel a lot of faith today, I feel good about things today, boy, you know, that’s way, a lot of times people go to church and they get all hyped up and pepped up and they heard something and then Monday morning something happens and all it was, was just a feeling.  It is a myth.  Faith is not a feeling, faith in an action.   How do you know if you have faith?  You know you have faith based upon whether or not you are obeying the Word of God.  If you obey the Word of God, it is because you have faith in God.  If you have faith in God, you will obey the Word of God.  They are inextricably woven together, they cannot be separated.  Faith is laying hold of the promises of God.  It is taking hold them, taking them into your heart and believing them and believing God is trustworthy and because of that living your life based on that, depending on God instead of yourself, putting yourself in God’s hands, saying Lord your will be done, I am going to do what you tell me to do and I am going to leave the results and the consequences up to you.  If we do what God tells us to do, God is responsible for the results.

If we do what God tells us to do, God is responsible for the results.  And my question to you this morning is “Are you trusting God”?  Have you surrendered your life over to Him?  Have you given it up to Him?  Or are you still hanging on to it?  See, get this, when we talk about being surrendered to the Lord, you know, and we read these verses, you know, that whoever, Luke 14:33, “Whoever does not forsake all that he has cannot be my disciple”.  “Take up your cross and follow me”.  You know, we think, you know what does that mean, does that mean I have to sell everything I have and go live like a monk somewhere out in the woods, you know, in poverty and celibacy, and all that other kind of stuff.  Let me tell you what it means, it pictures Abraham.  The picture is that we recognize God for who He is, the Lord and Creator of the Universe, the Savior of our soul, the Keeper of His Word, the One who is totally trustworthy.  And when we surrender our lives to Him, we take ourselves and the things that we have and we place them in His hands.  We offer them up to Him.   We take our hands off and say, God, I am yours.  And then we let Him decide what he gives back to us.  And that is what we live our lives with.  That is living by faith.  That is being surrendered to the Lord.  God may give you a lot back.  He may give you a little back.  But, it is up to Him.   See, God 

blesses the one who leaves it in His hands.  If you read the life of Abraham, you will read about Lot.  Lot lived by his senses.  He was a carnal believer and he looked, if you read

back in Genesis 13 and he went the path of what looked good.  Abraham went the path of following God’s will.  Lot’s life was ruined.  Abraham’s life was blessed and the exact same thing will happen today, if we live by our senses.  If we live by our eyes, if we walk according to our own wishes and own desires, we will end up in the same place that Lot ended up.  But if we, by faith, will trust God and place our lives and the things of our lives into God’s hand, God will bless us in the same way that he blessed Abraham.

Are you trusting God, today?  Are you surrendered to Him?  Why Surrender to Him?  Let me finish with this quickly.  I know, I am running long, but I want to share this with you.  Why Surrender (1) God is totally trustworthy.  Six things that we see from this scripture 1.  God guides us perfectly.  2.  God always keeps his promises.  3.  God has All power.  He said to Abraham earlier, “is anything to hard for the Lord”.  4.  God protects his children.  He said that he was Abraham’s shield.  5.  God always provides for those who trust in Him.  6.  God’s purpose is to bless us.  God’s purpose is what is best for us.  God’s purpose and God’s plan and pattern is to always do what is right.   

God guides us perfectly, God always keeps his promises, God has All power, God protects his children, God always provides for his children and God’s purpose is to bless us.  Why trust God?  Why surrender to God? Because he is trustworthy.  Because of who He is.  See, God knows what I need much more than I know.  I know what I want.  He knows what I need.  I know what looks good to me, He knows what is best for me.  If we live life on our own, doing our own thing, not living in obedience and surrender to the Lord, at the heart of it, it is a faith problem.  It is a faith issue.  Abraham’s test was ultimately not a test of obedience,  that was included, but it was a test of faith.  Do you believe that God is trustworthy?  Do you believe that he will provide, that he will come through for you?  But see, you never know if God is trustworthy until you step out in obedience based on the promises of God.  See we want to talk about faith and we want to say we are living by faith but we are not willing to step out and get into a situation where God  doesn’t come through.  It is not going to happen.  You are not living in faith until you get in the situation where if God doesn’t come through it is not going to happen.  Until you get out on a limb, as long as we are in control, as long as everything has to be situated and lined up and set up before we will do anything we will never know the joy and the excitement and the wonder of living by faith.  As long as we are in control saying living by what we can see, we will miss what God has for us and we will fail to please God in our lives.

You know I can’t help but think, it was a year ago Friday that we moved.  And as we planted this church, we didn’t really have anything as we started, we did it by faith, based on the leading of God and God has absolutely provided every step of the way.  God has blessed us with the building.  We had a verbal agreement on this building before we ever 

even opened up a bank account.  That’s God.  God provides, but if you won’t step out on a limb, you will miss that. But God is also trustworthy, not, we should not only surrender to God not only because He is trustworthy but really because he demands our surrender.  It says there that Abraham feared the Lord that he reverenced God.  God deserves and demands our surrender.  He wants us to reverence Him.  He wants us to be in control for our lives and then (3) we need to see that surrender is what is best for us.  We read at the end of the passage in Genesis 22 how God blessed Abraham so abundantly because he surrendered, because he trusted  Him and because he obeyed Him.  

My question for you in closing this morning is are you living your life by faith?  Or are you walking by sight?  Are you in control of you life?  Or are you surrendered to the Lord?  Remember faith is taking God at His Word and acting on it.  God wants us to stop surviving, just trying to get by and start surrendering to Him, by faith, to see what he will do in our lives.

FAITH AND WORKS

James 2:14-26

Introduction:  As we continue our series on faith, the purpose of today’s message is to examine and understand biblically the difference between false faith and true faith and the relationship between faith and works.  I believe that James 2:14-26 is one of the most misunderstood passages of Scripture in the Bible.  Some people believe that it teaches that salvation is by works or by faith plus works.  Many see James and Paul as contradicting one another.


However, God’s intent in these verses is to show us that true faith produces works and that we are saved by this kind of real faith and not some type of false faith.  Properly understood, there is no contradiction between them.  They are each saying that we are saved by faith alone but that true saving faith produces works.  It is true that their emphases are different as Paul emphasizes faith as the means of being justified by God and James emphasizes works as the proof of our faith before men, but this is no contradiction.  Faith and works are in concert-not competition with one another.  It is imperative that we understand that this type of faith is truly saving faith?  Does our faith produce works?  Jesus told us that we would be known by our fruits (Mt. 7:20).


In addition, it is important that we understand this as Christians.  Do we talk about having faith or do we put our faith into practice?  Are we taking action based on the Word of God?  We can’t truly claim to have faith unless it is producing action.  Let’s look at false faith, real faith, and the relationship between faith and works.

(I) False Faith

1. Faith is not mere words (v. 14-18).

2. Faith is not mental assent (v. 19-20).

(II) Real Faith

1. Faith is taking God at His Word and acting on it (v. 20-24).  This is demonstrated by the example of Abraham.  Abraham truly believed God so he obeyed God.

2. Faith brings righteousness and makes us God’s friend instead of God’s enemy (v. 23).  It is important to understand the two different ways that the example of Abraham is being used in regard to justification.  There is forensic justification that happens in a moment when God declares us righteous by our faith, and then there is justification in the sense of our works proving that we have faith.  Works always follow when there is real faith.

(III) The Relationship Between Faith and Works

1. Faith and works are in concert-not competition with one another (v. 15-18, 22, 26).

2. Faith and works can’t be separated or a dead faith is the result (v. 26).

3. Works are produced by faith, and faith is demonstrated by works (v. 18).

4. Works that please God are the ones that come from faith (v. 20-24).

5. We are not saved by works or by faith plus works but by a faith that produces works because that is real faith (v. 23-24).
Chapter 6 
People of the Promise

Chapter 6 

Suggested Reading- As much as possible of the following- 

Genesis 34- Exodus 14

Suggested memory verse- Romans 8:28

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
The story now picks up with Abraham’s grandson, Jacob.  Jacob is the son of Isaac.  God had promised to bless the whole world through a descendent of Abraham, Isaac, and now Jacob.  This is a story of love, of second chances, and of the sovereignty of God.  Sovereignty is a word that is used to describe the control that God has over the entire world.  Though God is in control of all things, He allows each to have a free will to do was we see fit.  Many times, just like with Adam and Eve, man makes the wrong decisions.  This story shows that even through man’s wrong choices that God is still in control and causes good things to come even through our mistakes.  

This chapter is also one of second chances.  Many people make many mistakes that they will regret for the rest of their lives, yet God still uses people no matter how great their sin is. 

God will display His power to all the world.  Egypt during this time would have been the most powerful nation in the entire world.  Yet God will show and prove that none are greater than He.  God will also paint another picture of what His plan is to redeem people from their sin.

Video

Joseph was a fine young man who did absolutely nothing to deserve the things that he got.  Joseph walked with God and trusted Him with all of his heart.  Many times Joseph had opportunity to trade what he knew to be true for pleasure, yet Joseph did what was right in God’s eyes.  And God took care of all of Joseph’s needs.  Have you ever been in a situation where you felt like people or things were going all wrong, but when things were done they turned out for the best?

Garth Brooks sings a song about unanswered prayers.  In the song it talks about some of life’s best blessing come through God not answering prayers.  Sometimes God allows things to happen to people that we would think are terrible, but remember this, God can see things from a totally different perspective than we do.  God can see the future and knows where we are all headed.  We must know and trust that God is going to take care of all that have placed their lives in His hands.  

This leads in to the second part of the story about Moses.  When people rank some of the worst sins to commit, from a humanly perspective, murder would be near the top.  Yet God not only forgave Moses but used him greatly.  Discuss and ask if anyone had ever felt as if they had gone to far away from God to be used or even acknowledged by God?  

God forgives and uses all people who draw near to Him with a pure heart.  

In this story there are several pictures or clues in how God is going to redeem people from their sin.  Can anyone name the 2 of them?

1.  The picture of the lamb being sacrificed and the blood being placed over the door to make death pass-over.  This picture continued on from Adam and Eve when an animal had to die to cover Adam and Eve’s sin individual sins.  Here a lamb is sacrificed to cover a family or an entire house.  

2.  The other picture was how the Hebrew people were trapped between the sea and the pharaoh’s army.  There was no escape, well from a human perspective.  God made a way by doing the impossible.  God intervened  and delivered the people from destruction.  In the same way God will one day deliver mankind from destruction, when it seems most impossible. 

So how hard is it to believe that the plagues actually happened?

How hard is it for you to believe that the sea actually parted?

Yet if there is a God who created all of the world, then how hard is it to believe that He would be in complete control of it.  In these situations God did amazing things, yet this will not even begin to touch what God has planned in the future to deal with man’s sin. 

Chapter 7

Called To Walk in the Ways of God

Chapter 7

Suggested Reading- Exodus 16-20

Suggested memory verse- Memorize 10 Commandments- 

Exodus 20:1-17

(First four relate to our relationship with God, last 6 deal with our relationships with one another.
Prophecies of the Messiah Fulfilled in Jesus Christ

	Prophetic Scripture
	Subject
	Fulfilled

	Gen. 3:15      “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”
	  Seed of a woman
	Gal. 4:4      “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law.”

	Gen. 12:3      “I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
	  Descendant of Abraham
	Matt. 1:1      “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.”

	Gen. 17:19      “Then God said, “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.”
	  Descendant of Isaac
	Luke 3:34      “the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,”

	Num. 24:17      “I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and batter the brow of Moab, and destroy all the sons of tumult.”
	  Descendant of Jacob
	Matt. 1:2      “Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.”

	Gen. 49:10      “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to him shall be the obedience of the people.”
	  From the tribe of Judah
	Luke 3:33      “the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah.”

	Is. 9:7      “Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.”
	  Heir to the throne of David
	Luke 1:32, 33      “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.  And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

	Ps. 45:6, 7; 102:25-27      “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.  You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”      “Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands.  They will perish, but You will endure; yes, all of them will grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will change them, and they will be changed.  But You are the same, and Your years will have no end.”
	  Anointed and eternal
	Heb. 1:8-12      “But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of Your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than your companions.’ And: “You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands; they will perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will fold them up, and they will be changed.  But You are the same, and Your years will not fail.”

	Mic. 5:2      “But you, Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.”
	  Born in Bethlehem
	Luke 2:4, 5, 7      “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child…And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”

	Is. 7:14      “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”
	  To be born of a virgin
	Luke 1:26, 27, 30, 31      “Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary…Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.’ “

	Is. 40:3-5      “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low; the crooked places shall be made straight, and the rough places smooth; the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’ “
	  Preceded by a forerunner
	Luke 7:24, 27      “When the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: '‘hat did you go out into the wilderness to see?  A reed shaken by the wind?...This is he of whom it is written: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.”

	Ps. 2:7      “I will declare the decree: the LORD has said to Me, “You are my Son, today I have begotten You.”
	  Declared the Son of God
	Matt. 3:17      “And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ “

	Deut. 18:15      “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren.  Him you shall hear.”
	  A prophet
	Acts 3:20, 22      “And that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before,…For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren.  Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.’ “

	Is. 53:3      “He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.  And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
	  Rejected by His own people, the Jews
	John 1:11      “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”  Luke 23:18      “And they all cried out at once, saying, ‘Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas’ “

	Zech. 9:9      “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey."
	  Triumphal entry
	Mark 11:7, 9, 11      “Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments on it, and He sat on it…Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’…And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple.  So when He had looked around at all things, as the hour was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve.”

	Ps. 8:2      “Out of the mouth of babes and infants You have ordained strength, because of Your enemies, that You may silence the enemy and the avenger.”
	  Adored by infants
	Matt. 21:15, 16      “But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ they were indignant and said to Him, ‘Do You hear what these are saying?’  And Jesus said to them, ‘Yes.  Have you never read, “Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise”?’ “

	Is. 53:1      “Who has believed our report?  And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?”
	  Not believed
	John 12:37, 38      “But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: ‘Lord, who has believed our report?  And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?’ “

	Ps. 41:9      “Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”
	  Betrayed by a close friend
	Luke 22: 47, 48      “And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him.  But Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’ “

	Zech. 11:12      “Then I said to them, “If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain.’  So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver”
	  Betrayed for thirty pieces of silver
	Matt. 26:14, 15      “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?’  And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.”

	Ps. 35:11      “Fierce witnesses rise up; they ask me things that I do not know.”
	  Accused by False witnesses
	Mark 14:57, 58      “And some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying, ‘We heard Him say, “I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.” ‘ “

	Is. 53:7      “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.”
	  Silent to accusations
	Mark 15:4, 5      “Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, ‘Do You answer nothing?  See how many things they testify against You!’  But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled.”

	Is. 50:6      “I gave My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.”
	  Spat on and struck
	Matt. 26:67      “Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands.”

	Ps. 35:19      “Let them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies; nor let them wink with the eye who hate me without a cause.”
	  Hated without reason
	John 15:24, 25      “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father.  But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law. ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ “

	Is. 53:12      “Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
	  Crucified with malefactors
	Mark 15:27, 28      “With Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left.  So the Scripture was fulfilled which says. ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’ “

	Zech. 12:10      “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced.  Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.”
	  Pierced through hands and feet
	John 20:27      “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side.  Do not be unbelieving, but believing.’ “

	Ps. 22:7, 8      “All those who see Me laugh Me to scorn; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, ‘He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!’ “
	  Sneered at and mocked
	Luke 23:35      “And the people stood looking on.  But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.’ “

	Ps. 109:4      “In return for my love they are my accusers, but I give myself to prayer.”
	  Prayer for His enemies
	Luke 23:34      “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.’  And they divided His garments and cast lots.”

	Ps. 22:17, 18      “I can count all My bones.  They look and stare at me.  They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.”
	  Soldiers gambled for His clothing
	Matt. 27:35, 36      “Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: ‘They divided My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.’  Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there.”

	Ps. 34:20      “He guards all his bones, not one of them is broken.”
	  No bones broken
	John 19:32, 33, 36      “Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him.  But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs…For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled. ‘Not one of His bones shall be broken.’ “

	Zech. 12:10      “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced.  Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.”
	  His side pierced
	John 19:34      “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.”

	Is. 53:9      “And they made His grave with the wicked-but with the rich at His death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.”
	  Buried with the rich
	Matt. 27:57-60      “Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus.  This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate commanded the body be given to him.  And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.”

	Ps. 16:10      “For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.”  Ps. 49:15      “But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for He shall receive me.  Selah”
	  To be resurrected
	Mark 16:6, 7      “But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed.  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He is risen!  He is not here.  See the place where they laid Him.  But go and tell His disciples-and Peter-that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.’ “

	Ps. 58:18      “You have ascended on high, You have led captivity captive; You have received gifts among men; even among the rebellious, that the LORD God might dwell there."
	  His ascension to God’s right hand
	Mark 16:19      “So then after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.”  1 Cor. 15:4      “And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.”  Eph. 4:8      “Therefore He says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.’ “


EVIDENCE THAT DEMANDS A VERDICT

H. Harold Hartzler, of the American Scientific Affiliation, Goshen College, in the foreword of Stoner’s book writes: “The manuscript for Science Speaks has been carefully reviewed by a committee of the American Scientific Affiliation ;members and by the Executive Council of the same group and has been found, in general, to be dependable and accurate in regard to the scientific material presented.  The mathematical analysis included is based upon principles of probability which are thoroughly sound and Professor Stoner has applied these principles in a proper and convincing way.”

The following probabilities are taken from Peter Stoner in Science Speaks to show that coincidence is ruled out by the science of probability.  Stoner says that by using the modern science of probability in reference to eight prophecies (1. -No. 10; 2. - No. 22; 3. - No. 27; 4. - No. 33 & 44; 5. - No. 34; 6. - No. 35 & 36; 7. - No. 39; 8. - No. 44 & 45 [crucified]), “…We find that the chance that any man might have lived down to the present time and fulfilled all eight prophecies is 1 in 1017.”  That would be 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000.  In order to help us comprehend this staggering probability, Stoner illustrates it by supposing that “we take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas.  They will cover all of the state two feet deep.  Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state.  Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the right one.  What chance would he have of getting the right one?  Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man, from their day to the present time, providing they wrote them in their own wisdom.

“Now these prophecies were either given by inspiration of God or the prophets just wrote them as they thought they should be.  In such a case the prophets had just one chance in 1017 of having them come true in any man, but they all came true in Christ.

“This means that the fulfillment of these eight prophecies alone proves that God inspired the writing of those prophecies to a definiteness which lacks only one chance in 1017 of being absolute.” 27/100-107

Stoner considers 48 prophecies and says, “…We find the chance that any one man fulfilled all 48 prophecies to be 1 in 10157.

“This is really a large number and it represents an extremely small chance.  Let us try to visualize it.  The silver dollar, which we have been using, is entirely too large.  We must select a smaller object.  The electron is about as small an object as we know of.  It is so small that it will take 2.5 times 1015 of them laid side by side to make a line, single file, one inch long.  If we were going to count the electrons in this line one inch long, and counted 250 each minute, and if we counted day and night, it would take us 19,000,000 years to count just the one-inch line of electrons.  If we had a cubic inch of these electrons and we tried to count them it would take us, counting steadily 250 each minute, 19,000,000 times 19,000,000 times 19,000,000 years or 6.9 times 1021 years.

“With this introduction, let us go back to our chance of 1 in 10157.  Let us suppose that we are taking this number of electrons, marking one, and thoroughly stirring it into the whole mass, then blindfolding a man and letting him try to find the right one.  What chance has he of finding the right one?  What kind of a pile will this number of electrons make?  They make an inconceivably large volume.”  27/109,110

Such is the chance of any one man fulfilling 48 prophecies.
Chapter 8
The Promised One

Chapter 8

Suggested reading- Luke chapters 1-3, Matthew chapters 1-3

Suggested memory verse- John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

“The Meaning Of The Birth Of Christ”

Matthew 1:18-25

Introduction:  John MacArthur writes, “We’re in danger of losing Christmas.  It may now be the biggest and most popular of all our holidays, but Christmas is in jeopardy just the same.  A subtle but sure erosion is eating away the season’s true significance…..What Christmas is really about is the birth of Jesus-Immanuel, God with us, the promised Messiah-who came to save His people from  their sins (Matthew 1:21).”  We can miss the real meaning of Christmas in many different ways.  However, it is crucial for our present and eternal well-being that we understand the real meaning of Christmas, which is Christ’s birth, and respond properly by trusting and receiving Him (John 1:11-13).

So, what does the birth of Christ really mean?  Here are four key, life-changing truths regarding the birth of Christ:

1. The birth of Christ happened through the virgin conception (v. 18-20, 23, 25).  The birth of Christ is absolutely unique because He was conceived by a virgin.  It is a supernatural miracle brought about by the work of God’s Holy Spirit.  It is also absolutely necessary.  Jesus had to be both God and man in order to make a substitutionary sacrifice for the sin of the world.  He also had to be perfect in order to be the spotless Lamb of God (John 1:29).  These conditions were fulfilled through the virgin conception.
2. The birth of Christ happened as a fulfillment of prophecy (v. 22-23).  The birth of Christ is unique because of the way it is predicted in advance.  This prophetic fulfillment is proof that Christ is the Son of God and that the Bible is the Word of God.  The particular fulfilled prophecy here regards the virgin conception and is a fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14.  However, there are many more fulfilled prophecies in the life of Christ.  In fact, Peter Stoner has written a book, which is entitled, Science Speaks.  In the book, he mathematically demonstrates the impossibility of these fulfilled prophecies being just coincidences.  Any 8 of the many prophecies concerning Jesus has a 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 mathematical chance of being fulfilled in one man (see the end of the last chapter for details).
3. The birth of Christ happened in order to bring God into the world (v. 23).  The birth of Christ is also unique because of His nature.  He was not just any other baby because He was not just a human being.  Jesus is the God-Man.  He is the eternal, Almighty God who left heaven and took on flesh.  He is “Immanuel, God with us.”  1 Timothy 3:16 expresses it by saying that “God was manifested in the flesh.”
4. The birth of Christ happened in order to provide a Savior for sinful people (v. 21, 25).  His birth was unique because He was the only person ever born for the express purpose of dying.  Adrian Rogers said, “Jesus was born of a virgin so we can be born again.”  The ultimate purpose of His coming was for Him to be the sacrifice for sins.  Jesus means “Jehovah is salvation.”  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  The ultimate gift that we can ever receive is God’s great gift of His Son and the salvation that He brings.  That is why Christ came and that is what God wants to give you this Christmas.

Conclusion:  The Christmas story is not just a sweet little story about a baby in a manger that gives us an excuse to get together with loved ones and exchange gifts.  It is an integral part of the greatest story ever told.  The story of Christ is so great because it is true.  The birth of Jesus was predicted beforehand and brought about through the virgin conception.  However, the heart of the issue is the fact that God came into this world to die so that we could be forgiven and be restored into a relationship with Him!  Whether it is Christmas or not, that is the greatest gift that has ever been given!
Jesus is the Son of God:  True or False

John 5

Introduction:  Historical Christian theology teaches that Jesus Christ is the eternal God who came into the world, took on humanity, and became the God-man.  He is the Son of God, fully God and fully man at the same time.  However, many people would dispute that claim.  To some, Jesus is a legend.  To others, He was simply a good man, great teacher, or special prophet.  Some religions consider Him to be an angel or a son of God.  There are people running around claiming to be Jesus.  Many fanciful theories exist concerning His nature.  Who is He?  What about this claim that He is the Son of God?  Is it true or false?
(I)  Jesus Christ claims to be God (v. 16-30).

1. Christ’s claim in regard to His nature.  He called God His Father which was the way a Jew in that day and time would have claimed to be equal with God.  The Pharisees understood His claim to deity because they wanted to stone Him for blasphemy because they did not accept His claim.  Jesus claimed and the Bible teaches that He is the eternal God who took on flesh.  There are many other verses in the New Testament that teach that Jesus is God.  They include:  Mark 14:60-62; John 1:1-3, 1:14-18, 8:53-59, 10:28-33, 20:24-29; Romans 9;5; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:15-18, 2:8-10; Hebrews 1:1-8, and Revelation 1:8.  C.S. Lewis made the point that Christ can only be one of three things.  He is either a LIAR, a LUNATIC, or THE LORD.
2. Christ’s claim in regard to His attributes.
A.   He does what the Father does (v. 19-20).  Only God could completely do the works of the Father. 

B.  He raises the dead (v. 21, 25-30).  Jesus Christ is life (John 1:4), and this is obviously a characteristic of God.

C.  He is the Judge of the world (v. 22).  The Jews referred to God as the “judge of all the earth” per Genesis 18:25 so this was an astounding claim that Christ made regarding Himself.
D. He is worthy of the same honor as the Father (v. 23).  Jesus told Satan that “you shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve” (Matthew 4:10).  Worship and honor is to be reserved for God so this is obviously a claim to deity (see Hebrews 1:6).

(II)  Jesus Christ gives witnesses to prove His claim to be God (v. 31-47).
A. The testimony of John the Baptist (v. 32-35).  He came as a fulfillment of prophecy in order to prepare the way for Christ.
B. The works (miracles) of Christ (v. 36).  His 
miracles were signs that were intended to demonstrate His nature.
C. The Word of God (v. 37-47).  The Old Testament prophesied of the coming Messiah.  There are dozens of prophecies fulfilled in the life of Jesus that prove His claim to be the Son of God.  
D. The resurrection of Christ (v. 21, 24-30).  Also, Romans 1:4 says, “And declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”  Hank Hannegraff teaches that the resurrection is demonstrated to be true by the acrostic FEAT:

Fatal Torment

Empty Tomb

Appearances

Transformation

CHILDHOOD OF CHRIST – LUKE 2:38-52

Introduction:  The Bible does not have much to say about the childhood of Jesus.  In fact, after his birth and escape to Egypt, there is only one passage of Scripture about his childhood.  This passage, Luke 2:38-52, tells of Jesus’ experience at the Temple when He was twelve years old.  Hopefully, through the study of this passage, we will know more about what Jesus was like as a child and know more about what young people today should be like.  One note to remember:  Jesus was sinless even as a child.

The Trip to the Temple (verses 41-42)

There was a twofold purpose for the trip:

1) His parents, like all faithful Jews, went to celebrate the Feast of the Passover in Jerusalem.  The Passover celebrates the escape of the Israelites from the Pharaoh in Egypt.  This was extremely important for all the Jews.

2) Twelve year old Jewish boys had to show their knowledge of the Old Testament Scriptures.  Jesus probably went because of this reason.

We see from this passage that Jesus was raised by His parents to follow God and know the Scriptures.

The Experience at the Temple (verses 43-50)

When the group left to go home, Jesus was not with them.  He had stayed behind in Jerusalem and was in the temple talking with the religious leaders.  When His parents discovered He was missing, they looked for Jesus among family and friends for a day and then returned to Jerusalem to look for Him.  They were obviously very worried about Jesus.  Apparently Jesus had been completely caught up in what He was learning in the Temple.  His brilliance amazed the religious leaders.  Even his parents did not understand Jesus when He said, “How is it that you sought me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  (verse 49).  What did Jesus mean when He made that statementt?  Let me suggest three things He may have meant:

1) It showed the importance that Jesus placed on God’s house (the temple).

2) It showed that Jesus already valued doing the will of God above anything or anybody else.

3) This is the first time that Jesus confesses to be God because when a Jew called God “my Father” he was making himself equal with God (John 5:17-18).  This is an amazing statement from a twelve year old boy, especially when you consider that it is true.

The Development of Jesus Christ (verses 51-52)

Verse 51 tells us that Jesus was subject to His parents.  In other words, He obeyed them.  Jesus was sinless even as a child.  Verse 52 lists the four ways that Jesus grew:

1) “In wisdom” – Jesus grew mentally.  He was incredibly smart.  He knew the Scriptures backwards and forwards.  He knew the difference between right and wrong, He did what was right, and that is the true test of wisdom.

2) “In stature” – Jesus grew physically.  His father was a carpenter so Jesus was probably a carpenter too.  He probably grew up helping Joseph.  Paintings of Jesus often portray Him as being very weak and frail.  However, this is probably not true.  We do not know for sure, but it is very possible that Jesus was very strong and rugged.

3) “In favor with God” – Jesus grew spiritually.  He grew in His knowledge and understanding of God.  He always obeyed God and His parents.  His Heavenly Father always came first.

4) “In favor with man” – Jesus grew socially.  Others thought highly of Him.  He was a good example.  His relationships with other people were totally pleasing to God.  That should serve as an example for our growth as children of God.

Conclusion:  If we are truly Christians, Jesus is our Lord.  That means that He is our example in all things and we are striving to follow His example and be like Him.  These are some of the ways that Jesus sets an example for us, based on these Scriptures :

1) It should be as important to us as it was to Jesus to be at the place of corporate worship.

2) God’s will should always be first in our lives.

3) Children should be obedient to their parents just as Jesus was.

4) Jesus had enough knowledge of Scripture to amaze the teachers.  We need to know the Bible too.

5) We need to grow mentally, physically, spiritually, and socially just like Jesus did. 
THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS

Matthew 3:13-4:11

Introduction:  This happened when Jesus was about thirty years old and was about to begin His public ministry.  It is the first thing the Bible tells us about Jesus since He was twelve years old.  Let’s first look at the baptism (Matthew 3:13-17):

verse 13- It was a long walk from Galilee to Jordan.  This shows sacrifice on Jesus’ part.  It also shows how important this was to Jesus.  He was baptized by John because John was the one sent from God to preach and prepare the way for Him.

Verse 14- John did not think He was worthy to baptize Jesus.

John 1:29-34 shows us John’s reaction the first time that he saw Jesus.  He confessed Jesus as:

1) “The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” – He confessed Jesus to be the Savior.

2) “A man which is preferred before me” – Even though John came on the scene before Jesus, John knew that Jesus was really above him because Jesus was the Son of God.  In ancient days when a king traveled, a man went before him to let everyone know he was coming.  John came before Jesus to let everyone know the King of Kings and Lord of Lords was coming.

3) “He was before me” – John was physically older than Jesus.  However, John knew and was saying that Jesus, who is God, had lived forever in heaven before He came to earth.

4) “The Son of God” – John knew that Jesus was more than just a mere man.

Verse 15 – Jesus wanted to do everything right.  I believe that He was setting an example for people.

Verses 16-17:  We see a picture of the Trinity in these verses.  We also see that God the Father confesses Jesus as His Son and that He is pleased with Christ.

Why was Jesus Christ baptized?

1) He bore witness to the fact that John’s ministry was from God.

2) Dr. Tom Madden says, “He seized upon the Jewish tradition to dedicate Himself to God’s mission for His life.

3) He set an example for us.
The Temptation of Jesus (Mathew 4:1-11)
Introduction:  After His baptism, Jesus was led by “the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”  Jesus fasted for forty days and nights.  The text does not say exactly what Jesus was doing while He was fasting, but I believe very strongly that He was praying in preparation for the public ministry He knew that was about to begin.  The Bible says that Jesus was hungry after this period of time.  This is when Satan came to tempt Him.  Let me make this one note before we study the passage:  There are people in our “modern” world who like to pretend that Satan is not real, but when I read this passage it erases all doubt because if you are honest, you have to admit that if Satan is not real, then neither is Jesus.  However, they are obviously both very, very real!  
Satan tempted Jesus when He was physically weak.  The thrust of the temptations was for Jesus to prove that He was the Son of God, compromise, and leave out the cross.
The First Temptation (verses 3 and 4)

The first temptation was physical.  Knowing that Jesus was very hungry, Satan said, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread” (v.3).  Jesus answered Satan by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 which says, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”  Satan basically tempted Jesus to make physical things (even something necessary like eating) more important than spiritual things.  Even something like eating, which is good in and of itself, becomes wrong when we compromise it to the devil.  Also, I can tell you from experience that Satan tempts us when and where we are weak.  For example, I have a problem with putting things off.  Therefore, Satan will probably not just flat out tempt me to disobey God, but he will try to get me to put off obeying God.  However, any disobedience is sin.
The Second Temptation (verses 5-7)

Satan took Jesus to the highest place in the city of Jerusalem and tempted Jesus by quoting Psalm 91:11-12 to Him (Satan knew the Bible was God’s Word-even if a lot of so-called Christians today don’t).  This verse is a prophecy about God protecting Jesus that Satan twisted to try to get Jesus to do something crazy and tempt God.  Jesus responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16, which says, “You shall not tempt the Lord your God.”  Satan basically tempted Jesus to be spectacular instead of spiritual.  Jesus could have gotten a real big following this way.  He would have been very popular, but He would have compromised His mission to go to the cross for our sins by giving in to Satan.  A lot of Christians today are flashy and spectacular, but they do it out of pride to get a following and are not serving God.  Always remember this, following Christ does not mean being flashy, spectacular, trying to please people, or trying to gain a following.  It means following Jesus through faith and obedience every day of our lives.
The Third Temptation (verses 8-10)

This time Satan tempted Jesus with power and the lusts of the flesh.  He was going to make Jesus rich and powerful if the Son of God would fall down at worship him (it makes me angry to even think about Satan having the nerve to ask my Lord to worship him).  Jesus responded by quoting part of Exodus 34:14.  Jesus said, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.”  It is natural to want power and riches.  However, giving in to Satan to get it will end up destroying you.  True and lasting power and riches is not found in the things of this world (money, cars, position, popularity), but only through the Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember these two things:

1) The devil never adds.  He always subtracts.

2) We can never please God by compromising to Satan.

Conclusion:  These are some lessons I feel that we can learn from the baptism and temptation of Jesus:

1) We should feel the way that John the Baptist felt about Jesus (Lamb of God, Son of God, etc.).

2) If Jesus was humble enough to be baptized, we definitely should be.

3) Jesus understands how we feel when we are tempted.

4) Jesus always knew the Bible and used it when He was tempted.  We should do the same.

5) Giving in to Satan always hurts and never helps us.

6) God’s way is always the best even if it is very hard sometimes.
Chapter 9

The Ministry Of Jesus

Chapter 9

Suggested reading- Matthew chapters 8-9, Mark chapters 6-8, Luke chapters 7, 13-14, John chapter 11

Suggested memory verses- John 11:22

Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give you.

John 11:35

Jesus wept.

Could this truly be the promised deliverer?  Could this truly be God?  What are some ways that we could know or decide if Jesus is who He claimed to be?  What are some things that God had done up to this point through history to give us clues about what the deliverer would be like?  

To be God then Jesus would have to speak God’s words.  

To be God then Jesus would have to have the authority of God.

To be God then Jesus would have to have the power of God.

To be God then Jesus would have to have the character of God, perfect in every way.  Loving, compassionate, and yet hated sin, carried a desire for justice and righteousness to be fulfilled.  

To be God in the flesh, the deliverer, then Jesus would have to fulfill the prophecies spoken of Him.

How could this man be so accepting and loving?  How could this man know men’s heart and what they needed to be taught?

How can these things be?  How could this man calm storms and walk on the sea?  How could a man feed thousands with a few loaves of bread and fish?  How could a man heal the sick, cause the lamb to walk, and the blind to see?  How could this man raise people from the dead?

If you believe that the Bible was reporting accurately, then one must conclude that perhaps this Jesus had special powers and really believed Himself to be God.  

Why would these religious leaders what to get rid of Jesus?
Jesus Ministry and Personal Character
Elements that Characterized His Ministry:

1) Call of the Disciples (Apostles)
A) “Follow me”.  They left everything and followed Him.  (Mt. 4:18-22, Mt. 9:9-13)

B) Choosing of the 12 (Mark 3:13-19)

Reasons for the Apostles

1) to be with Him (fellowship)

2) to be sent out to preach

Jesus chooses lowly people with little potential and makes great disciples out of them.

2)  Miracles – An event in which God acts in a way that transcends the normal operation of human law.  Nature is God’s normal way of doing things but He transcends nature.  Miracles should be expected from God.

1) physical  (healing sickness [blind, lepers, paralytics, feeding 5 thousand])

2) death  (raising the dead – Lazarus)

3) Nature  (walking on the water on calming the wind and waves)

4) Spiritual and mental conditions (casting out demons) Salvation is the greatest miracle of all.

3) Witnessing – (1)  Nicodemus

(2) Woman at the well

John 3 & 4 basically showed the need and that He was the provision.

4) Confronting the hypocrites

1) Mark 11:15-17  (anger and meekness)

2) Mark 11:27-33

3) Mt. 23  (mote and bean etc.)

5)  Teaching
1) Main teaching – Sermon on the Mount

2) Parables – They used the common things around as illustrations.  Life experience + spiritual truth = great principle

Different Kinds of Parable

1) brief utterance (“salt of the earth”)

2) simple parable (lost sheep – picture is elaborated into a story)

3) Narrative (Good Samaritan) usually 1 major thrust and other smaller ones

6)  Prayer
1) Model Prayer

2) John 17

3) Mark 1:35-38

7) Example – perfect, no hypocrisy  (Ex. –cross, love, etc. )

8) Always pointing to the Cross  Motivating force behind His ministry (predicted his own death and resurrection)

His Personal Character

1) Servant

2) Unconditional love (Woman at the well, woman in adultery, sinners) [prejudice]

3) Sacrifice

4) Humility

5) Obedience

The Disciples

(Background)
· A disciple is a learner or pupil (Mathetes).

· The Word implies the acceptance in mind and life of the views and practices of the teacher.  (Compact Bible Dictionary).

· An apostle is an ambassador of the gospel.  The 12 were referred to as disciples and apostles.  However, Jesus had many disciples but only a limited number of apostles (approx. 14).  An apostle was a person who had been with the risen Christ.  It was a special gift and office of the early church.

· Out of his many followers, Jesus set aside 12 for a special work.  They were:  Simon Peter, James, John, Andres, Phillip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot.  (Mark 3:13-19) They were set aside to:

1) be with Jesus (to keep him company, and more importantly, learn from Him).

2) Go forth and preach (baptized – John 4)

3) Heal sicknesses

4) Cast out devils

· Jesus spent a while night in prayer before naming the 12.

· One thing that we must notice about the 12 is that Jesus choose regular, normal people, and over a slow, tough period of time, he molded them into spiritual giants who turned the world upside down for God.  Jesus did not choose the religious leaders of the day.  He choose fisherman and tax collectors.  He did not choose perfect people.  The disciples had faults, but Jesus was patient with them – just as we should be patient with each other and our spiritual pilgrimages.

· Furthermore, we must remember that being a disciple does not necessarily mean that a person is a Christian.  Anyone who learns about Jesus is a disciple, but only those who trust Christ as their Lord will be raved.  So you can know about Jesus without truly knowing Him personally.  Judas was a disciple, but He wasn’t a Christian.  John 6 records that disciples who were following Jesus because of the miracles He did “went back, and walked no more with Him.”

· I believe that the parable of the Sower in Mark 4 illustrates the different kind of disciples.

1) False Disciples (v. 4 and 15) – those who hear the word and do not respond
2) Fruitless Disciples – saved but not following Christ the way they should
A) Lukewarm (16-17)

B) Backslidden (18-19)

3) Fruitful Disciples (20) – the normal Christian

A) Inner Fruit (Christ-likeness)

B) Outer Fruit (soul-winning)

The Call of the Disciples

Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20, Luke 4:1-4

(Principles)

1) Jesus met them where they were at.

2) Jesus called them to:

A) Follow Him

B) Lead others to Him

3) They answered the call immediately.

4) They left everything (even their livelihood) to follow Christ).

5) It took great faith to do this.

Fishing:  approx. 330 fishing boats worked the Sea of Galilee in the 1st century; 7 of Christ’s disciples were fishermen:  Peter, Andrew, Philip, James, John, Thomas, Nathaniel; most fishermen worked at night from small wooden boats; fishing was arduous work.  Rowing the study wooden boats and hauling in the heavy nets demanded strength and stamina.  After the fisherman worked most of the night, they still had to mend the nets and dry, salt, or pickle the fish for transportation to distant markets.  Nevertheless, fishing was profitable.  (Revell)

Good fishermen:
1) Work hard

2) Are strong

3) Have stamina

4) Take care of the fish after the catch them

5) Are patient

6) Go where the fish are biting

7) Use the proper bait

8) Are brave

9) Are faithful

Immediately:  at once, right away (mostly used in Mark but very rarely in Matthew)

Jesus’ Actions

1) walking (Active)

2) seeing (Aware)

3) saving (Calling – “Follow Me”)

4) making (Transforming)

The Human Response

1) Immediately

2) Faithfully

3) Totally

4) Obediently

Illustrations

Use the fishermen material; set the scene; note- casting a net into the sea because they were fishermen; article on 1874;

A Picture Of A Disciple


Biblically speaking, what does a disciple look like?  The goal of our church is to make disciples.  Bill Hull says, “An obedient church fulfills the Great Commission.”  Of course, the mission of the Great Commission is to make disciples of all the nations.  Therefore, we must identify what a disciple is.  Here is what Scripture says.
A disciple:

1) Is a Christian (Acts 11:19-26, 6:1, 14:21).  Dallas Willard writes, “The word ‘disciple’ occurs 269 times in the New testament.  ‘Christian’ is found three times, and was first introduced to refer precisely to the disciples.  The disciple of Jesus is not the deluxe or heavy-duty model of the Christian-especially padded, textured, streamlined, and empowered for the fast lane on the straight and narrow way.  He stands on the pages of the New Testament as the first level of basic transportation in the kingdom of God.”  Bill Hull says, “Disciples are born and made.”  He means that a disciple becomes a disciple by being born again and by growing and maturing as a disciple after conversion.

2) Seeks to be like Christ (Matthew 10:24-25, Luke 6:40, Romans 8:29).

3) Gives 1st Place and total allegiance to Jesus Christ (Luke 14:25-33).

4) Prays (Acts 1:14, 2:42, 4:31).

5) Is a worshipper (John 4:23, 9:38, Acts 20:7).

6) Loves God and others (Matthew 22:34-40, John 13:34-35).

7) Is taught the Word of God and abides in the Word (Acts 11:19-26, Matthew 28:18-20, John 8:31).

8) Ministers to others (Matthew 10:5-15, Mark 10:45).

9) Bears fruit (John 15:8).

10) Makes other disciples (Matthew 9:37-38, 28:18-20; Mark 1:17; Acts 14:21).

Synopsis:

A disciple is a person who knows Christ by faith, is devoted to Christ, loves Christ, seeks to become like Christ, practices the spiritual disciplines, and ultimately, bears fruit by being inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit and by making other disciples.

Chapter 10

God’s Love and Justice Intersect

The first part of this week’s lesson, The Passion Week of Jesus, was written by Sherrel A. Nave.  We greatly appreciate his time and contribution.

The release of Mel Gibson’s movie, “The Passion” generated intense partisan debate.  Some felt the film was anti-Semitic while others, such as Pope John Paul said “it is as it was.”  Personal opinions aside no one can deny the picture’s impact and subsequent influences.  It stirred up the American culture and, for a brief time at least, fired-up the American church.  Perhaps the film’s most important contribution was to return the Death of Jesus to its proper place.  The “Passion” refers specifically to the last few hours of Christ’s life.  The movie’s focus on the last few hours generated additional interest regarding the last few days of Christ’s life.  The aim of this study is to take a brief look at the “Passion Week.”  Please follow along as we trace the footsteps of Jesus on the journey to the cross. 

Saturday


Jesus spent Friday night (which was beginning of Saturday according to Jewish reckoning) in Jericho at the home of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10).  He then set out for Jerusalem arriving at Bethany sometime Saturday afternoon.  The village of Bethany was located on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives, approximately two miles southeast of Jerusalem.  Bethany served as a base of operations for Jesus during that final week before his death.  He would minister in and around Jerusalem and return to Bethany in the evenings.

	Events as recorded in gospel


	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John


	time of day
	Place

	Jesus arrives in Bethany
	
	
	
	12:1
	afternoon
	Bethany


Sunday


Jesus make His Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem during the morning hours.  All four gospels record this event.  This marked the official presentation of the Messiah.  How sad that only days later those shouts of “praise him” would turn into cries of “crucify him”. 
	Events as recorded in gospel
	Matthew
	Mark
	Mark
	John
	Time of Day
	     Place

	     Triumphal entry into Jerusalem
	  21:1-11
	  11:1-10
	 19:29-44
	 12:12-19
	         Morning
	Outside Jerusalem

	Jesus wept over Jerusalem
	
	
	19:41
	
	
	

	Jesus looks round
	
	11:11
	
	
	
	    Temple

	Returns to Bethany with disciples
	
	11:11
	
	
	         Evening
	    Bethany


Monday

Jesus retired to Bethany after that eventful Sunday.  During the morning hours on Monday he returned to Jerusalem.  Entering the temple area he drove out the money exchangers and merchants.  Afterward, Jesus taught some powerful truths about discipleship.

	Events as recorded in gospel


	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	time of day
	Place

	Jesus curses the barren fig tree
	21:18-19

	11:11-18
	
	
	Morning
	Mt. Of Olives

	Cleansing of the temple
	21:12-13
	11:15-18
	19:45-48
	
	
	Temple

	Some Greeks desire to see Jesus
	
	
	
	12:20-36
	
	Temple

	Jesus responds to unbelief of the crowd
	
	
	
	12:37-50
	
	Temple

	They return to Bethany
	
	11:19
	
	
	Evening
	Bethany


Tuesday

Christ returned to the temple area where He is confronted by the scribes and chief priests who challenge His authority.  A. T. Robertson in his Harmony of the Gospels says, “On this last day of Christ’s public ministry the Sanhedrin (Jewish religious rulers) seek to break the power of Jesus with the people.”  Jesus exposed their true motives by sharing several parables.  From this point the Jewish religious leaders wanted Jesus dead.  Tuesday was a full day, Jesus did a lot of teaching, including the famed “Olivet Discourse”.

	Events as recorded in gospel
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	time of day
	Place

	The disciples see the withered fig tree
	21:18-22
	11:20-26
	
	
	morning


	Mt. Of Olives

	Priest’s question Jesus’ authority
	21:23-27
	11:27-33
	20:1-8
	
	
	Temple

	Which son did his father’s will? 
	21:28-32
	
	
	
	
	Temple

	Parable of the vineyard
	21:33-46
	12:1-12
	20:9-19
	
	
	Temple

	Parable of the wedding banquet
	22:1-14
	
	
	
	
	Temple

	Paying taxes to Caesar
	22:15-22
	12:13-17
	20:20-26
	
	
	Temple

	Sadducees question about resurrection
	22:23-33
	12:18-27
	20:27-40
	
	
	Temple

	Which is the great commandment?
	22:35-40
	
	
	
	
	Temple

	Which is the first commandment?
	
	12:28-34
	
	
	
	Temple

	Whose son is Christ?
	22:41-46
	12:35-37
	20:41-44
	
	
	Temple

	Woe unto you...hypocrites
	23:1-39
	12:38-40
	20:45-47
	
	
	Temple

	The poor widow’s gift
	
	12:41-44
	21:1-4
	
	late p.m.?
	Treasury

	The Olivet prophecy
	24:1-36
	13:1-32
	21:5-36
	
	evening
	Mt. Of Olives

	Watch, days of Noah
	24:37-51
	
	
	
	
	Mt. Of Olives

	Ten virgins
	25:1-13
	
	
	
	
	Mt. Of Olives

	The man traveling into a far country
	25:14-31
	13:33-37
	
	
	
	Mt. Of Olives

	Sheep, goats, and judgement
	25:31-46
	
	
	
	
	Mt. Of Olives


Wednesday


Beginning with the Olivet Discourse on Tuesday afternoon, Jesus wanted to prepare the disciple for the tragedy of His death and subsequent events. 


At Bethany, during the closing hours of Tuesday and the beginning hours of Wednesday, a great supper was given for Jesus in the house of Simon the Leper.  Mary anointed the feet of Jesus.  Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead, was present at this meal.  Sadly, it was also around this time that Judas struck the deal with religious rulers to betray Jesus.


Little is known of Jesus’ activity during the daylight hours of Wednesday.  Perhaps He spent the time in quiet reflection.  
 



	Events as recorded in gospel
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	time of day
	Place

	Sanhedrin plot to kill Jesus
	26:1-5
	14:1-2
	22:1-2
	
	Morning
	Palace of high priest?

	Mary anoints Jesus for His burial
	26:6-13
	14:3-9
	
	12:2-8
	Evening
	Bethany

	Judas’ agreement to betray Jesus
	26:14-16
	14:10-11
	22:3-6
	
	
	Temple?






Thursday/Friday


Jesus and His disciples prepare for the Passover meal.  A suitable place was found within the Jerusalem city environs.  It was evening when they gathered together and Thursday turned into Friday.  In a powerful demonstration of servanthood, Jesus washed the disciples feet.   The meal progressed and Jesus startled the twelve with talk of a betrayer.  Judas would leave the room to go and carry out the terrible deed.  John says in his gospel (Jn. 13:30) that when Judas left the room and went out that, “it was night.”  Indeed, it was night spiritually as well as physically.  For Judas, it was, the dark night of His soul.


Jesus instituted the, “Lord’s Supper,” that evening.  The bread represented His body to be broken and the wine represented His blood to be shed.  May we never forget the sacrifice that was made for our salvation.  Afterwards, Jesus gave a farewell discourse saying, “Let not your hearts be troubled...if I go away, I will come again.”  The group left and went out to the Mount of Olives.


The late evening hours finds Jesus in Gethsemane praying like no one has ever prayed.  Judas, the betrayer, came with soldiers and sealed the deal (and his fate) with a kiss.  Even at this point, Jesus, in a magnificent act of mercy and grace, called Judas, “friend.”  Judas was the man who kissed the door of heaven and never made it in.  

	Events as recorded in gospel
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	time of day
	Place

	Preparation of the Passover meal
	26:17-20


	14:12-17
	22:7-14
	
	Morning


	Jerusalem



	Disciples strive “who is the greatest”
	
	
	22:24-30
	
	Evening
	Upper Room

	Jesus washes the disciples’ feet
	
	
	
	13:1-20
	
	Upper Room

	Identification of Jesus’ betrayer
	26:21-25
	14:18-21
	22:21-23
	13:21-30
	
	Upper Room

	Last Supper instituted
	26:26-29
	14:22-25
	22:15-20
	
	
	Upper Room

	Judas leaves
	
	
	
	13:32
	
	Upper Room

	A new commandment I give you
	
	
	
	13:31-35
	
	Upper Room

	Prediction of Peter’s denial
	26:31-35
	14:27-31
	22:31-38
	13:36-38
	
	Upper Room

	Discourses in the Upper Room
	
	
	
	14:1-31
	
	Upper Room

	Then they sung a hymn
	26:30
	14:26
	
	
	
	Upper Room

	Then they leave the Upper Room
	
	
	
	14:31
	
	On the way to Cedron

	Abide in me
	
	
	
	Chapter 15
	
	On the way to Cedron

	I go my way
	
	
	
	Chapter 16
	
	On the way to Cedron

	Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven
	
	
	
	Chapter 17
	
	On the way to Cedron

	Jesus prays in Gethsemane
	26:36-46
	14:26-42
	22:39-46
	
	Night
	Gethsemane



	Jesus betrayed, arrested, forsaken
	26:47-56
	14:43-52
	22:47-53
	18:2-12
	
	Gethsemane




Friday

	Events as recorded in gospel
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	Time of Day
	Place

	1st trial–Before Annas
	
	
	
	18:12-14
	Early hours/before dawn
	

	2nd trial–Before Caiaphas
	26:57,59-68
	14:53,

55-65
	22:54,

63-65
	18:24
	Before dawn
	House of Caiaphas

	3rd trial–Before Sanhedrin
	27:1-2
	15:1
	22:66-71
	
	Shortly after dawn
	Temple area

	4th trial–Before Pilate
	27:2,11-14
	15:1-5
	23:1-5
	18:28-38
	
	Herod’s Palace?

	5th trial–Before Herod
	
	
	23:6-12
	
	Early
	Hasmonean Palace

	6th trial–Before Pilate
	27:15-16
	15:6-15
	23:13-25
	18:39-19:16
	At or after sunrise
	Pavement



Having been condemned, Jesus is led away to be crucified.

Conclusion

The “Passion week” could be called the most important week in human history.  Indeed, it was the week that changed the world.  Well, we have followed along with Jesus on His journey to the cross.  I hope the trip was meaningful for you.  Always remember, He walked every step for you.  Always remember, His passion is our provision.

*For the general study of Christ’s final days before crucifixion I consulted A. T. Robertson’s, A Harmony of the Gospels and J. Dwight Pentecost’s, The Words and Works of Jesus Christ.  The charts, with modifications, are taken from http://www.christadelphian.org.uk/studypapers/zlastweek1.html.
Why Did Christ Suffer?
 Jesus Christ experienced the greatest suffering that any human being has ever experienced.  This is how he suffered.

He Suffered Emotionally.  He felt the sting of betrayal when His own disciples forsook Him and fled.  He felt the sting of denial when his own nation accused Him of blasphemy.  He was in such emotional and mental anguish in the Garden of Gethsemene that he sweated drops of blood.  Some people are skeptical about a person sweating blood, but there is an actual medical condition called hemaditrosis, where severe stress produces the physiological reaction of sweating blood.

He Suffered Physically.  The physical torture He experienced is almost inconceivable and unimaginable.  


“And wishing to satisfy the multitude, Pilate released Barabbas for them, and after having Jesus scourged, he delivered Him over to be crucified.  And the soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they called together the whole Roman cohort.  And they dressed Him up in purple, and after weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on Him; and they began to acclaim Him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’  And they kept beating His head with a reed, and spitting at Him, and kneeling and bowing before Him.  And after they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, and put His garments on Him.  And they led Him out to crucify Him”  (Mark 15:15-20).  The whipping of a victim prior to crucifixion is described by John Mattingly:  “The adjudged criminal was usually first forcefully stripped of his clothes, and then tied to a post or pillar in the tribunal.  Then the awful and cruel scourging was administered by the lictors or scourgers.  Although the Hebrews limited by their law the number of strokes in a scourging to forty, the Romans set no such limitation; and the victim was at the mercy of his scourgers.  The brutal instrument used to scourge the victim was called a flagrum.  Of this device Mattingly comments: “it can readily be seen that the long, lashing pieces of bone and metal would greatly lacerate human flesh’.”    Bishop Eusebious of Caesare, the church historian of the third century, said (Epistle of the Church in Smyrna) concerning the Roman scourging inflicted on those to be executed:  “the sufferer’s “veins were laid bare, and… the very muscles, sinews, and bowels of the victim were open to exposure.”  After suffering the most intense forms of physical punishment, Christ also had to endure the journey to the place of crucifixion-Golgotha.  Of this stage of Christ’ sufferings Mattingly relates:

1.”Even the preparation for the journey must have been a source of acute agony.  Matthew 27:31 reads:’And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off from Him and put His own raiment on Him, and led him away to crucify Him.’  The rude stripping of the mock royal garments and the replacing of His own garments, undoubtedly on contact with the cut and bruised skin form the scourging, resulted in great pain.”

2.”The phrase ‘And they bring Him unto the place of Golgotha (Mark 15:22a) would also indicate that Christ, unable to walk under His own power, had to be literally brought or borne along to the place of execution.  Thus, the revolting and horrifying pre-cross sufferings were brought to a close, and the actual act of crucifying began.”

Michael Green says of Jesus’ physical sufferings:  “After a sleepless night, in which He was given no food, endured the mockery of two trials, and had His back lacerated with the cruel Roman cat-o’-nine –tails, He was led out to execution by crucifixion.  This was an excruciatingly painful death, in which every nerve in the body cried aloud in anguish.”

Farrar gives a vivid description of death by crucifixion:  For indeed a death by crucifixion seems to include all that pain and death can have of horrible and ghastly-dizziness, cramp, thirst, starvation, sleeplessness, traumatic fever, tetanus, shame, publicity of shame, long continuance of torment, horror of anticipation, mortification of untended wounds-all intensified just up to the point at which they can be endured at all, but all stopping just short of the point which would give to the suffered the relief of unconsciousness.  The unnatural position made every movement painful; the lacerated veins and crushed tendons throbbed with incessant anguish; the wounds, inflamed by exposure, gradually gangrened; the arteries-especially at the head and stomach-became swollen and oppressed with surcharged blood; and while each variety of misery went on gradually increasing, there was added to them the intolerable pang of a burning and raging thirst; and all these physical complications caused an internal excitement and anxiety, which made the prospect of death itself- of death, the unknown enemy, at whose approach man usually shudders most-bear the aspect of a delicious and exquisite release.”


C. Truman Davis, M.D., in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary writes:


What is crucifixion?  A medical doctor provides a physical description:  The cross is placed on the ground and the exhausted man is quickly thrown backwards with his shoulders against the wood.  The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the wrist.  He drives a heavy, square wrought-iron nail through the wrist and deep into the wood.   Quickly he moves to the other side and repeats the action, being careful not to pull the arms too tightly, but to allow some flex and movement.  The cross is then lifted into place


 The left foot is pressed backward against the right foot, and with both feet extended, toes down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving the knees flexed.  The victim is now crucified.  As he slowly sags down with more weight on the nails in the wrists, excruciating, fiery pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain-the nails in the wrists are putting pressure on the median nerves.  As he pushes himself upward to avoid stretching torment, he places the full weight on the nail through his feet.   Again and he feels the searing agony of the nail tearing through the nerves between the bones of the feet.


As the arms fatigue, cramps sweep through the muscles, knotting them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain.  With these cramps comes the inability to push himself upward to breathe.  Air can be drawn into the lungs but not exhaled.  He fights to raise himself in order to get even one small breath.  Finally carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream, and the cramps partially subside.  Spasmodically he is able to push himself upward to exhale and bring in life giving oxygen.


Hours of this limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue is torn from his lacerated back as he moves up and down against the rough timber.  Then another agony begins:  a deep, crushing pain deep in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.


It is now almost over – the loss of tissue fluids reached a critical level – the compressed heart is struggling to pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissues – the tortured lungs are making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air.


He can feel the chill of death creeping through his tissues… Finally he can allow his body to die.


All this the Bible records with the simple words, “And they crucified him” (Mark 15:24).


What wondrous love is this?

Most of all, however, Jesus Suffered Spiritually.  The Bible teaches that Jesus became a curse for us.  He took all the sins of the world upon Himself.  He was separated from His Father for the first and only time ever.   We cannot begin to comprehend the depth of torment that was expressed in His quotation of Psalm 22:1 that says, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  Can you imagine anybody, but especially someone who has never sinned, having all of the billions and billions of sins, all of the awful things that have ever been done, placed on him?  As awful as the physical torment was, the spotless Lamb of God experiencing the curse of sin and the eternal fellowship of Father and Son being broken was far worse!

Why did He do this?  Why did Christ suffer?  

Well, 1 Peter 3:18 answers this question for us.  It says, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit.”  This verse shows us four reasons why Christ suffered.

(1) Christ suffered in order to make the sacrifice for sins. 

The Bible says here that Christ suffered once for sins.  The word translated, “for,” is the Greek word, peri, and means concerning.  We have all sinned and broken the Law of God (Romans 3:23).  It is not just a matter of breaking a law because the Law is an expression of God’s perfect, holy nature and character so that sin is really going our own way and rebelling against God Himself.  R. C. Sproul calls it “cosmic treason.”  It is dishonor and disrespect to our Creator. “Once” is the Greek word, hapax, and means “once for all.” [1 John 2:2]  Therefore, this means that:

A) Christ’s sacrifice is not to be added to or taken away from (John 19:30).

B) He is the only Savior.
C) We can’t work for our salvation.
D)  It is the permanent solution for sin.
God must deal with sin because He is holy and just.  He can’t just forget about it.  It’s not like a human court.  God sees everything and always does what is right (Romans 3:21-26).  God hates sin and must judge it.  He must uphold His Law.  He is fair.  No one gets off.  The penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23).  Sin brings the wrath of God.  However, at the cross, God poured out His wrath on Christ, and showed us grace and mercy.  Christ, the God-Man is the perfect sacrifice.  Through Him, our sins were nailed to the cross.  By trusting in him, we can receive God’s forgiveness and have our guilt removed.  When Christ cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30), from the cross, He was literally saying that the sin debt had been paid in full.  When we trust Christ as Savior and Lord, his blood wipes away our sin debt and credits his righteousness to our account.  That is why our works do not impress God.  Good works cannot take away sin-only the sacrifice of Christ can do that!

(2) Christ suffered in order to be the substitute for sinners.
As wonderful as that is, it gets even better because the text goes on to say that this suffering was the “just for the unjust.”  In this instance, “for” is translated from the Greek work, “huper,” which means “in place of.”  Thus, Christ not only died for sins but literally in place of sinners.  He is literally our substitute.  We deserved to be on the cross, but He took our place, glory to God!  That is the love, mercy, and grace of God that Christ died for the guilty, unlovely, and undeserving.    

3) Christ suffered in order to end man’s separation from God. 

Our text goes on to tell us that Christ suffered in order “to bring us to God.”  This phrase literally means, “An Audience with the Great King.”  Matthew 27:51 records the tearing of the Temple Veil when Jesus was crucified.  The temple was 80 ft. long, 24ft wide, 1ft. thick, made fresh every year; and 20 teams of oxen couldn’t tear it apart.  This veil separated the holy place from the Most Holy Place in the Temple.  The curtain barred the way to the presence of God, and the Law allowed only the high priest to enter and then only on one day each year.  The tearing of the veil from top to bottom (indicating that God did the tearing) was symbolic of the open access that all men have to God through the death of Christ.  The priesthood or an annual sacrifice is no longer necessary.  Christ is both the eternal Sacrifice and the eternal High Priest.”  This means that the only way to know God is through Jesus.  It also means that through Jesus we can come directly into the presence of Almighty God, have a personal relationship with Him, and talk to Him.

4)   Christ suffered in order to destroy the power of death.

This is what happened when through Christ “being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit.”  Christ’s resurrection guarantees the resurrection of all true believers (1 Corinthians 15).  He said, “Because I live you will live also” (John 14:19).  Everyone who knows Christ has eternal life and is guaranteed a home in heaven.  We don’t have to fear death anymore if know Christ!  

Do you know Christ?  Have you received the forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life?  Jesus is our only hope.  We can’t save ourselves (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Our righteousnesses are like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6).   Trust Christ today and receive the forgiveness of your sins.
Chapter 11

He Has Risen
Chapter 11

Suggested reading- Matthew chapter 28, Mark chapter 16, Luke chapter 24, John chapter 21

Suggested memory verse- Matthew 28:6

“He is not here, for He has risen just as He said.  Come, see the place where He was lying.”

Now comes the most climatic event, not only in the life of Jesus, but also in human history.  We now stand looking over the most tragic event ever.  God has sent a redeemer into the world to bring mankind back into a perfect relationship with Himself.  Sinful men have now killed Jesus and lay Him in a tomb.  The death of Jesus brought mankind back to where God had intended them to be.  The question is this: could all of this have been apart of God’s plan?  Is this really the end of Jesus?  If Jesus really was God then how could He die?  

Video

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ:  True or False

Matthew 27:57-28:15

Introduction:  I recently saw an interview with well-known interviewer, Larry King.  He was asked the question, “If you could ask and get the correct answer to any question, what would it be?”  Mr. King replied, “I would ask if it is true that Jesus is the Son of God.”  That is a very important question, but the question I would want an answer to is the question of whether or not Christ rose from the dead.  I believe that is the most important question because  every other important question is tied up in the answer to that one question-including Mr. King’s question.  Here is what is at stake.  If the resurrection is true, it proves that:

-Jesus is the Son of God (Romans 1:4)

-Salvation is through Christ (Romans 4:24-25)

-Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:3-6)

-Jesus is Lord over all (Romans 14:9)

-Jesus is the Judge of the world (Acts 17:31)

-True believers will be resurrected to eternal life through Christ (1 Corinthians 15)

*However, none of these things are true if Christ did not rise from the dead.  Christianity stands or falls on this assertion.  Jesus is either ALIVE or A LIE!*


There are definitely people on both sides of this issue.  John Dominic Crossan asserts that Jesus was buried in a common grave and then dug up and eaten by dogs.  English Anglican bishop David Jenkins calls the resurrection” a conjuring trick with bones.”


On the other hand, Josh Mc Dowell writes, “A student at the University of Uraguay said to me, ‘Professor McDowell, why can’t you refute Christianity?’  I answered, ‘For a very simple reason.  I am not able to explain away an event in history-the resurrection of Jesus Christ’.”


Because of the importance of the issue, it is imperative that we examine the evidence and make a decision.  What is the evidence?

1. The Death of Christ

2. The Empty Tomb

3. The Post-Resurrection Appearances

4. The Transformation of His followers

Fact #1-Jesus definitely died on the cross, and He was buried in a sealed tomb that was guarded by soldiers.

-Had to be dead (as demonstrated by The Passion)

-The soldiers took steps to make sure that Jesus was dead

-Joseph of Arimathea took the body

-They followed the standard Jewish burial practices

-They secured the tomb

-The tomb was sealed with the Roman seal

-A squad of soldiers was placed there to guard it

-Refutes the Swoon Theory (Jesus only passed out and appeared to be dead.  He was revived by being in the tomb, got out, and His followers believed He rose from the dead.)
Fact #2-Christ’s tomb was empty on Sunday.  The grave clothes were there, but the body was no longer in the tomb.

-The early creed

-The reliability of Scripture

-The most attested to event in ancient history

-If he hadn’t risen from the dead, why did they not just produce a body and shut Christianity up forever?

-The Theft Theory (disciples stole the body), Wrong Tomb Theory (they went to the wrong tomb and mistakenly believed Jesus had been rise), and Legend Theory (the resurrection was a legend invented by the early church after the fact)
Fact #3-Christ appeared to many of His followers on several occasions in the weeks that followed.  Here is a list of His appearances:

-Mary Madgelene near the tomb (John 20:11-18)

-The women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:8-10)

-Peter (Luke 24:34)

-The 2 disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32)

-To all the disciples except for Thomas (John 20:19-23)

-All the disciples [including Thomas] (John 20:26-31)

-7 disciples beside the Sea of Galilee (John 21:1-25)

-The disciples on an appointed mountain in Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20)

-500 people assembled together (1 Cor. 15:6)

-James, the half-brother of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:7)

-The apostles at the ascension (Acts 1:3-11)

-Saul, the persecutor, who became Paul the apostle (1 Cor. 15:8)

-Dead people do not appear to people.  This refutes the hallucination and spiritual resurrection theories.

Fact #4-The lives of Christ’s followers were radically transformed by the empty tomb and the appearances.

Evidence of Transformation

-The immediate change in them

-The testimony of the women

-The conversion of skeptics

-The disciples died for their beliefs (No one knowingly dies for a lie!)
-The Church developed

-They abandoned the sacrificial system

-They emphasized faith over keeping the law

-They changed their day or worship from Saturday to Sunday

-They confessed Jesus as God (the Trinity)

-They changed Passover to communion

-Jesus is still transforming the lives of those who follow Him today 
Conclusion:  Theories that attempt to explain away the resurrection

-Swoon

-Theft

-Wrong Tomb

-Legend

-Spiritual Resurrection

-Hallucination

-Hypnosis

-Twin

-Consider the 4 key pieces of evidence again.  Which explains it the best?  One of the theories or the resurrection of Christ?

-I agree with Sir Lionel Luckhoo.  He was an attorney who made the Guiness Book of World Records by winning 245 straight acquittals in murder trials.  He said, “I say unequivocally that the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it compels acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no room for doubt.”
What do you believe?  Everything hinges upon this decision.  Do you believe that Christ rose from the dead?  If so, will you commit your life to Him by faith and be His follower?  God wants us to get off the fence.  This is not a nice little religious story that gives us an excuse for a holiday and compels us to come to church once a year.  It is the truth of all the truths, the cornerstone of Christianity!  If Christ is dead, we should absolutely reject Him.  But if He is alive, we should totally commit our lives to Him.

What The Resurrection Means To Us Today

1 Corinthians 15:1-34

Introduction:  If I could be assured of having the correct answer to one and only one question, what would it be?  My question would be, “Did Jesus really rise from the dead?”  After answering that question I would then want to know, “What does His resurrection mean to me today?”
This passage affirms that:

1)  The resurrection is historically factual (v.1-11).  The apostle Paul claims that Christ was literally and bodily raised from the dead.  This is either a fact or farce.  It is history or a hoax.  There is no middle ground.   Paul gives us four pieces of evidence (there are many more) that demonstrate the reality of the resurrection as a historical fact:

A) The early creed (v.3-4) [this refutes theories that say that the resurrection is only a legend]

B) The empty tomb (v.4)

C) The eyewitness testimony (v.5-8)

D) The transformation of their lives (v.9-11)

2) The resurrection is logically necessary (v.12-19).  In these verses, Paul turns from historical presentation to logical argumentation.  He argues that if the resurrection is not in reality a historical fact that there is no such thing as Christianity, and anyone who believes in Christ is deceived.  He is saying that the resurrection is not some peripheral event but is at the heart of Christianity because if the resurrection is not true then Jesus is not the Son of God and Savior of the world, but he is either a deluded martyr or a devilish deceiver.   He claims that if the resurrection is not true that:

A) Our preaching is empty (v.14) [I am wasting my words, and you are wasting your time listening].

B) Our faith is empty (v.14) [There is nothing to believe in as far as Christianity is concerned].

C) We are false witnesses (v.15) [We are lying about God].

D) We are still in our sins (v.17) [If you think Christ has forgiven you, think again, because a dead Savior will do you no good].

E) There is no hope after death (v. 18) [The only way we can be raised is if Christ was raised so don’t expect to see your dead loved ones].

F) We are pitiable (v.19) [People should pity us for being so foolish and gullible as to believe in someone who said he would rise from the dead and didn’t].

3) The resurrection is practically applicable (v. 20-34).  This is not a theoretical question but one that is essential to our everyday lives.  How does it apply to us today?

A) It gives us a hope in facing death (v.20-28).  The Bible is teaching us here that Christ conquered the enemy of death through his death and resurrection.  It also teaches us that the resurrection of Jesus guarantees the resurrection of all those who believe in Him (John 14:19, 1 Thessalonians 4:14). This means that we do not have to fear death.
B) It gives us a purpose in living life (v.29-34). 

If Christ has not been raised from the dead, then life has no meaning.  However, if he is alive then direction, meaning and purpose can be found through following Him.  2 Corinthians 5:15 says, “And He died for all that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.”

Chapter 12

His Followers-Yesterday, Today, and Forever

Chapter 12

Suggested reading- Acts chapter 1-9

Suggested memory verse- Acts 1:7-8 (Jesus last words before ascending to Heaven)

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His won authority but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

How To Live In The Power Of The Holy Spirit

Introduction:  
Billy Graham has written, “Man has two great spiritual needs.  One is for forgiveness.  The other is for goodness.  Consciously or unconsciously, his inner being longs for both.  There are times when man actually cries for them, even though in his restlessness, confusion, loneliness, fear, and pressures he may not know what he is crying for.


God heard that first cry for help, that cry for forgiveness, and answered it at Calvary.  God sent His only Son into the world to die for our sins, so that we might be forgiven.  This is a gift for us – God’s gift of salvation.  This gift is a permanent legacy for everyone who truly admits he has “fallen short” and sinned.  It is for everyone who reaches out and accepts God’s gift by receiving Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.  Paul calls it God’s “indescribable” gift (2 Cor. 9:15).


But God also heard our second cry, that cry for goodness, and answered it at Pentecost.  God does not want us to come to Christ by faith, and then lead a life of defeat, discouragement, and dissension.  Rather, He wants to “fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power; in order that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you” (2 Thess. 1:11, 12).  To the great gift of forgiveness God adds also the great gift of the Holy Spirit.  He is the source of power who meets our need to escape form the miserable weakness that grips us.  He gives us the power to be truly good.


If we are to live a life of sanity in our modern world, if we wish to be men and women who can live victoriously, we need this two-sided gift God has offered us: first, the work of the Son of God for us; second, the work of the Spirit of God in us.  In this way God has answered mankind’s two great cries: the cry for forgiveness and the cry for goodness.


As a friend of mine has said, “I need Jesus Christ for my eternal life and the Holy Spirit of God for my internal life.”


If you believe in Jesus Christ, a power is available to you that can change your life, even in such intimate areas as your marriage, your family relationships, and every other relationship.  Also, God offers power that can change a tired church into a vital, growing body, power that can revitalize Christendom.


Unfortunately, this power has been ignored, misunderstood, and misused.  By our ignorance we have short-circuited the power of the Holy Spirit.


Many books are written about this power, many prayers are said pleading for this power.  Scores of Christians would like to have it, but they aren’t sure what it is.”

John MacArthur has written, “Just as Jesus Christ is the primary Person behind justification, the Holy Spirit is the primary Person behind sanctification.  A believer can no more sanctify himself than he could have saved himself in the first place.  He cannot live the Christian life by his own resources any more than he could have saved himself by his own resources.


In its most profound yet simple definition the faithful Christian life is a life lived under the direction and by the power of the Spirit.  That is the theme of Galatians 5:16-26 in which Paul tells believers to “walk by the Spirit” (vv. 16, 25) and to be “led by the Spirit” (v. 18).  The opening paragraph (vv. 16-18) of this section introduces the passage by setting forth the command and the conflict of the Spirit-led life.”

All of us need help in living our lives.  We face many challenges.  Thankfully, God has given His children a helper, the Holy Spirit.  However, many of us neglect Him in our lives.  We only hurt ourselves when we do that. Therefore, we are going to look at who the Holy Spirit is, what His role is in our lives, and how we can live in His power.

Who is the Holy Spirit?

(I) The Holy Spirit is the Person of God in our lives.

(1) He is a Person.  John demonstrates in this passage by using a masculine pronoun when spirit is a neuter noun.

(2) He is God.

This is revealed by:


A)  Scripture (Acts 5:1-4; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19)

B) Nature (According to our passage, He is another of the “exact same kind” as Jesus because the Greek word “allos” is used)

C) Characteristics (Eternal-Heb. 9:14, Creator-Gen. 1:2, all-powerful-Luke 1:35-37, omnipresent-Ps. 139:7, omniscent-1 Cor. 2:10-11)

D) Functions (He speaks-Rev. 2:7, He intercedes-Rom. 8:26, He testifies-Jn. 15:26, He leads-Acts 8:29, He commands-Acts 16:6-7)

Application:  He is the 3rd person of the Trinity.  He is not some ghost or influence or “active force.”  Thus, we are to relate to Him as God like we do the Father and Son.

(II) The Holy Spirit is the Presence of God in our lives.

(1) He is God with us.

(2) He is God in us.

(3) He is God living through us.

Application:  This takes away our excuses and gives us a responsibility.  However, it is also an awesome privilege, and it should be a great encouragement to know that God Himself indwells us.  We don’t have to live by our power or might but we can live by the power of the Holy Spirit.

What is the role of the Holy Spirit?

(III) The Holy Spirit is the Power of God in our lives.

(1) In Salvation – The Holy Spirit:

A) Convicts (John 16:8-11)

B) Regenerates (John 3:5, Titus 3:5)

C) Baptizes (1 Corinthians 12:13)

D) Indwells (1 Corinthians 6:19)

E) Seals (Ephesians 4:30)

(2) In Suffering – The Holy Spirit:

Comforts (John 14:27)

(3) In Scripture-The Holy Spirit:

A) Inspired (2 Peter 1:21)

B) Illuminates (John 16:13)

(4) In Spiritual Growth – The Holy Spirit:

A) Bears fruit (Galatians 5:22-23)

B) Teaches (1 Corinthians 2)

C) Helps us to pray (Romans 8:26)

D) Enables us to worship (John 4:24)

(5) In Service-The Holy Spirit:

A) Empowers us to witness (Acts 1:8)

B) Gives Spiritual Gifts for Service (1 Corinthians 12)

How can we live in the power of the Holy Spirit?
(1) Be careful not to quench the Spirit (1Thessalonians 5:19).

(2) Be careful not to grieve the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30).

(3) Be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).  How can we be filled with the Holy Spirit?  Essentially, being filled with the Spirit means being controlled by the Holy Spirit.  It is not a formula because we are relating to a Person, but here are some steps to take in order to be filled with the Spirit.

A. Examine your life, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal all sin, and confess all known sin (1 John 1:9).  We have to be clean in order to be filled.

B. Repent of sin and make things right with others if needed (2 Corinthians 7:10, Matthew 5:23-24).

C. Surrender your will completely to God (Romans 6:11, Luke 9:23).  We have to be empty in order to be filled.

D. Ask to be controlled by the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13).

(4) Walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26).  How can we walk in the Spirit?  Walk refers to a lifestyle.  It refers to us continually living under the control and by the direction of the Holy Spirit.   Therefore, walking in the Spirit refers to being filled with the Spirit on a consistent basis.  How can we do that?

A. Be filled with the Spirit.

B. Abide in Christ (John 15).

C. Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  This is living in a consistent awareness of the presence of God.

D. Renew our minds (Romans 12:2).

E. Spend time in God’s Word on a daily basis (Psalm 1).

F. Seek to avoid sin (1 Corinthians 10:13).

G. When we do sin, repeat the steps given on how to be filled with the Holy Spirit so that we can once again be filled with the Spirit.

I believe that this is the key to living the Christian life because this is how we allow Christ to live through us (Galatians 2:20).  We can’t live the Christian life any more than we can save ourselves.  Victory is achieved by letting Christ live through us.  We must live in the power of the Holy Spirit and not our own strength.
What Is A Church?

Matthew 16:13-20

Introduction:  This is an important question for us to answer.  There are many false perceptions about the church today.  Outside the church; many see it as outdated, outmoded, and irrelevant.  Attempts to be spiritual without church involvement are on the rise.  It is the idea of not needing organized religion.  One person responded to a Gallup poll by saying, “I am my own church.”  However, I believe it also true within the church as well.  Many people believe the church exists only to meet their needs.  In reality, however, what do the words of Christ teach us that a church is?

1) The church is people  “called-out ones” 

A) The people of God (1 Peter 2:9-10)

B) The family of God (Ephesians 2:19)

C) The body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12)

Universal (Hebrews 12:23, 1 Corinthians 12:13) and Local Expression


Application

1) This means that salvation is necessary to truly be a part of the church.

2) The building doesn’t make a church.

3) We are the church.

4) The church is what we make it (sum of its parts).

5) The way to truly build a church is by building people.

6) People come 1st (this is how God is.)  Focus is not on program, tradition or building.

7) God is calling us to reach out to all people.

2) The Church is built upon the confession of Jesus Christ.
A) The false confession of human opinion is not enough.

B) The divine revelation of God is absolutely necessary.

C) The church is the pillow and ground of the truth.

D) The church is only country club and not truly a church without this.

E) We must stand firm on the faith and contend for it.

F) We must boldly proclaim the Gospel.

3) The church belongs to Christ.

A) Founder 

B) Foundation (Ephesians 2:20)

C) Purchaser (Acts 20:28)

D) Owner

E) Designer

F) Builder

G) Ruler (Ephesians 5:23)

H) Centerpiece (Revelation 2:1)

The Church belongs to Jesus-not us.  He builds His Church the way He wants it-not our way.  The Church is about Him-not us.  It is about pleasing Him-not us.

4)  The church is triumphant.  

A) Victory won on the cross

B)  More than conquerors now (Romans 8:37)

C)  Consummated at the Return of Christ

D)  Satan is opposing, but Christ is overcoming because He is building.

5)   The church is empowered and commissioned to share the Word of God.
        God’s Word is the key that opens the door of salvation.  There is power in the Word of God, and every Christian is called and commissioned to go forth and share it.  The greatest thing we can do is lead someone to Jesus Christ.  God left us here to fulfill the Great Commission.

Conclusion:  Christ is the rock, the cornerstone, on which we are to build our lives and this church.  In Luke 6:46-49, Jesus told us that we can withstand the storms through a solid foundation of obedience to Him.  Let’s allow Christ to build this Church through us by obeying everything He tells us to do.  Then, we will have a strong and solid foundation and be the Church that He wants us to be.
Church…..God’s Way

Introduction:  I believe that the church, in a sense, is the hope of the world because we have been entrusted with the only message and power which can transform individuals and change this world-the gospel of Jesus Christ.  However, it seems as though there is much misunderstanding about the church and a large failure by the church to truly impact society.


Therefore, it is absolutely essential that we understand what the church is to be and do (according to God) and function accordingly.  What does church….God’s way look like?

1.  What is the church?


A.  The Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12)


B.  The People of God (1 Peter 2:9)


C.  The Family of God (Ephesians 3:19)


D.  The Temple of the Lord (Ephesians 3:20-22)

2.  Who is the church?  All true believers (1 Corinthians 12:13).  The church is comprised of all those who have received Jesus Christ and His sacrifice on their behalf (Acts 20:28).  The church is expressed in local churches gathered together, but the universal church is all believers of all ages.  The church is built on the true confession of Jesus Christ (Matthew 16).

3.  What was necessary to create the church?   The church was purchased through the blood of Jesus Christ (Acts 20:28).

4.   Who does the church belong to?  The Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 16:18)

5.   Why does the church exist?  To glorify God (1 Corinthians 10:31) and give Christ first place in all things (Colossians 1:18).

6. What is the church’s power?  The Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)

7. What is the church’s mission?  To make disciples of all the nations (Matthew 28:18-20)

8. What is the church to be?  The church is to be a holy people, living in fellowship with God and one another.  We are to commune with and worship the Lord (Acts 1-2).

9. What is the church to do?  In other words what are the basic, biblical purposes of the church?

A. Sharing God’s Love (Evangelism) [Acts 2:40-41, 47]

B. Developing Mature Spiritual Leaders (Discipleship)  [Acts 2:42]

C. Building Caring Relationships (Fellowship)  [Acts 2:42-46]

D. Serving Others (Ministry) [Acts 2:43-45]

E. Interacting With God (Worship) [Acts 2:46-47]

F. Dialoguing With God (Prayer) [Acts 2:42, 46]

Conclusion:  This is church God’s way.  What a beautiful picture!  Will you do your part to make it a reality in this place?
Conclusion
A Personal Invitation

How To Be Made Right With God

Romans 3:9-26

Introduction:  We have a hole in our hearts that only God can fill.  However, we are alienated from God by our sin.  Even though we try to deny it, we struggle with guilt.  How then can a sinful person be made right with the Holy God?  The Bible very clearly answers that question in this passage by telling us that we can be made right with God only through faith in Jesus Christ.

(I) We have a need to be made right with God (v. 9-19, 23).

(1) Sinful (Sin means to miss the mark.  It is rebelling against God by choosing our own way.  It is putting ourselves in God’s place.)
(2) Guilty (Accountable)

(3) Fall Short of God’s glory

(II) However, we are incapable of making ourselves right with God (v. 20).  The Bible tells us very clearly that we can’t be justified by the works of the Law.  Justified is a legal term that refers to being declared innocent and being given a righteous standing.  The Law only reveals our sinfulness.  It does nothing to save us.

(III) But, we can be made right with God through the provision of Jesus (v. 21-26).

(1) He is the righteousness of God.  He is perfect.

(2) He is the gracious gift of God.  Salvation is only by grace.

(3) He is our redeemer.  Redeem means to ransom.

(4) He is the sacrifice for our sins.  “Propitiation” means sacrifice.  It refers to the fact that Christ paid the penalty for our sin to God.  His blood appeases the holy wrath of God against sin by paying the debt we owe God for our sinfulness.  God has a righteous anger directed against sin (even though He still loves us).  He must have this in order to be just and holy.  The blood of Christ represents his death on our behalf.  Leviticus 17:11 says that “the life of the body is in the blood” so the spilling of Christ’s blood represents the pouring out of his life on our behalf as our substitute.  He died the death that we deserved to die (Romans 6:23).

(5) He is the only one who satisfies the righteous nature of God.  God can be just and still forgive people only because of what Christ did on the cross.  Charles Cranfield wrote, “God, because in his mercy he willed to forgive sinful men and being truly merciful, willed to forgive them righteously, that is, without in any way condoning their sin, purposed to direct against his own very self in the person of his son the full weight of that righteous wrath which they deserved.”  P.T. Forsyth said, “God must either inflict punishment or assume it.  And he chose the latter course, as honoring the law while saving the guilty.  He took His own judgment.”

(IV) Therefore, we can only be made right with God through trusting Jesus (v. 22, 26).  It is not what we do (although true faith produces good works-James 2, Ephesians 2:10) but what Christ has done for us.  As a result, we can only be made right with God by receiving Jesus Christ.  The way we do that is by faith.  John Stott writes, “Faith has absolutely no value in itself; its value lies solely in its object.  Faith is the eye that looks to Christ, the hand that lays hold of him, the mouth that drinks the water of life.”  Trusting Jesus is to look to Him and Him alone for our salvation.  True faith involves:
(1) The head-We have correct knowledge and give intellectual assent to the person and work of Christ.

(2) The heart-We embrace Christ, trust in Him (not just believe some stuff about Him), and have affection for Him within us.

(3) The will-We surrender our wills to Jesus Christ, who is Lord.

CONNECTING TO GOD


We just saw how that a person can be made right with God.  Let’s conclude this whole study by looking at what we need to do to connect with God and become a Christian. 

(I) What is a Christian?  A Christian is someone who believes in and follows Jesus Christ.  A Christian is forgiven of sin and has a personal relationship with God through Christ.  He or she is a child of God.

(II)      Why should I become a Christian?  We are created to know and relate to God.  Something is missing apart from that relationship.  We are created to worship and glorify God.  We can only do that through Jesus Christ.  Also, God loves us and has a wonderful plan for our lives.  Life can only be what it is supposed to be through a personal relationship with Christ.  There are several benefits that we acquire by giving our lives to Christ:

A. We are forgiven of all of our sins.  Ephesians 1:7 says, “In Him [Christ] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”

B. We become a new person.  2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  Old things have passed away.  Behold, all things have become new.”

C. We are blessed with every spiritual blessing.  Ephesians 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”

D. We enter into a relationship with God where He becomes our Father and we become His children.  Galatians 4:6-7 says, “And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts crying out, Abba, Father.” 

E. We are given the gift of eternal life and guaranteed a home in heaven when we die.  Romans 6:23 says that “the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.”  In John 14:3, Jesus promised that He was going to prepare a place for us that where He is we might be also.

F. We can have an abundant life right now through Christ.  Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life and have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

Myths About Becoming A Christian
There are some commonly held ideas regarding Christianity that do not really line up with what the Bible teaches, and the Bible is the standard.  What are they?

A. Church membership-Getting your name on the membership roll of a church does not guarantee that you are a Christian.

B. Baptism-Baptism, by whatever method, is an outward ritual that does not cleanse the heart.

C. Confirmation-The Bible tells us to be born again-not confirmed.

D. A good person/better than others-The Bible says that no one is good.  We are all sinners.  We may be more moral and virtuous than some others, but we all fall short of God’s standard of perfection.

E. Good works-We cannot earn our salvation by good works.  If that were the case, we could boast and we would be the savior instead of Jesus.  The Bible tells us to believe in Christ.

F. Death-By this, I mean the idea that a lot of people hold that God will let everyone in when its all said and done so all you really need to do to get to heaven is die.  However, the Bible promises judgment after death (Hebrews 9:27).

G. Being Religious-Christianity is not a religion.  It is a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

H. Believing in God-Jesus said, “You believe in God, believe also in Me” (John 14:1).  He said, “I am the way, the truth, the life; no one comes to the Father but by Me” (John 14:6).  James 2:19 says that even the demons believe in God.

I. Born a Christian-The Bible says that we must be born again.  Becoming a Christian is spiritual-not physical.

J. Being an American-Many people think that being an American and being a Christian are synonymous.  However, the key is being a citizen of God’s kingdom and not a citizen of the United States.

(III) What do I need to understand and do in order to connect with God and become a Christian?  
1. God’s Nature

A. God is Creator and we are made in His image.  Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:26 tells us that we are made in the image of God.

B. God is Holy.  This means He is perfect and must judge sin (1 Peter 1:15).

C. God is love.  This means that He wants what is best for us. (1 John 4:8).

2. God’s Plan

A. God wants to know us personally and have a relationship with us.

B. God wants to bless us.

C. God wants to dwell with us forever.

3. Our Problem-God wants to have a relationship with us and bless us by giving us an abundant life. However we have a big problem, which is our sin.

A. Everyone is a sinner.  Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  Sin means to miss the mark.  It is disobedience to God and rebellion against Him.  It is anything we do that is wrong.

B. Our sins separate us from God according to Isaiah 59:2.  God’s holiness prevents Him from interacting from sin to there is a great gulf between God and sinful man.  That is why God does not seem like He is there to some people.

C. Our sins bring death according to Romans 6:23.  This is because life is in God so we cannot have spiritual life in a state of separation from God.

D. We are incapable of solving our own sin problem.  Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace are you saved through faith, and not of yourselves.  It is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should be boast.”  Nothing we do can contribute anything to our salvation.  Jesus paid the price, and the only way to be saved is by accepting what He did for us.

4. God’s Solution-God has graciously provided a solution to our problem through the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the gift of God.  Who is Jesus and what has he done for us?

A. Jesus is fully God and fully man.  Jesus is the eternal God but he took on humanity so He could be the substitute for our sins.  Colossians 2:9 says, “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”

B. Jesus is our substitute who died on the cross in our place to pay the price for our sins.  He literally died in our place taking the death and punishment that each of us deserve.  He paid to God the price of our sin debt.  1 Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit.”

C. Jesus bodily rose from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  Jesus conquered death.  The cross would mean nothing without the resurrection.

      5.  Our Response-Jesus made this great sacrifice for us, but we must personally receive Christ in order for us to experience God’s solution (John 1:12).  How do we receive Christ into our lives?
A. Faith.  John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  Notice that it says believe-not whoever does good deeds, or whoever is baptized, or whoever is a good person, or whoever is confirmed, or whoever is a member of a church.  To believe is to entrust our lives fully to Christ.

B. Repentance.  Acts 3:19 says, “Repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.”  Repentance is doing a u-turn away from sin and towards God.

C. Confess Christ as Lord.  Romans 10:9 tells us to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  This means that we are to acknowledge Him as God and as the master, or boss, of our lives.

D. Call on God and ask Christ into your life.  Romans 10:13 says, “For whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Do you want to receive Christ as your Savior?  You can do it right now.  If you will acknowledge and take responsibility for your sin, realize that you can’t contribute anything to your salvation, believe that Jesus is fully God and fully man, believe that He died on the cross for your sins and rose from the dead, personally invite Christ into your life by faith, and confess Jesus as Lord-God will forgive you and become a part of your life.

If you want to receive Christ, in faith and sincerity pray a prayer something like this:
Dear God,


I know that I have sinned and I am sorry.  Please forgive me and help me to turn from my sin.  I believe that Jesus is the Son of God who died on the cross for me and rose from the dead.  I receive His payment for my sins and ask Him to come into my life and be my Savior, and I acknowledge Him as Lord and Master of my life.  Thank you for saving me.

In Jesus Name, Amen

Discussion:
Have I admitted that I am a sinner, asked God for forgiveness, and repented (turned away from) my sin?

Do I truly believe that Jesus is the Son of God who died for my sin and rose again, and am I trusting in Him personally?

Have I confessed Jesus as Lord? (Romans 10:9)
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